


Dear Friends

Reflecting on 2016, what a
tremendous answer to prayer
to see Fullarton Connexions
open and thriving as both a
place & people where God’s
Love is shared, caring
relationships promoted, and
hospitality extended to people
irrespective of beliefs. What a
fabulous team of 60+ are
involved; and I have to pay
tribute to Dorothy Urquhart
for taking on the role of
volunteer ConneXions
Coordinator. Few have any
idea how much of her life has
been taken up with
ConneXions, but as we reach
one year since opening
(March 2016) and look likely to
be able to employ a full-time
coordinator for the next 3
years, Dorothy will ensure
that a thriving social
enterprise & Christian
outreach is handed over to
the new coordinator. 

Faith Growing Community:

While we have had numerous
people and families coming to
services and activities, some
committed to membership
and discipleship, others have
sadly felt neglected and
ignored. 

The Mid-Week Fellowship and
a Grow Group presently give
opportunity for deeper Bible
study and disciplines for
discipleship. With all Home
Groups now disbanded we
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From The Manse...
“Together, to share the love of Jesus and make disciples through prayer, 

worship, learning and example,
reaching out to our community and beyond, with a

vision for the future.”
Fullarton Parish Church Manse, 48 Waterside Irvine.

must find fresh avenues for
small grow groups, through
which people of different ages
and stages can find
fellowship and mutual
spiritual support to follow
Jesus in daily life. Alpha & ‘An
Ordinary Day With Jesus’
courses continue to provide
helpful first steps in Faith. 

Prayer Priority: Prayer is our
number one value, identified
as our top priority in ‘Fuelling
The Fire’. Our Prayer Chain
ministry involves people
praying for others in need and
a few meet for a prayer
breakfast each week. The Kirk
Session wants to further
encourage both Fullarton
congregation, and people

who use ConneXions through
the week, to use the new
Prayer Room (old kitchen) for
personal prayer. It is hoped
that we can also grow a
Community of Prayer, with 3
short times for prayer in the
prayer room, morning, noon &
early evening. These times
will be designed to include
anyone and everyone
intrigued or interested. The
hope is that, whether people
can manage to be at
ConneXions for these prayer
times that we will opt into this
way of life and prayer, setting
aside a few minutes morning,
noon & night to join in
wherever we are. I am
convinced that, when we learn
to depend on God more,
through prayer, we will see
God work in even more
special and fruitful ways. 

Services: While our Sunday
morning & evening services
continue as our main
gatherings for worship, we
recognise that Grub n
Gospel’s Testimony services,
and recent experiment
‘Encounter’ for 20’s & 30’s,
are evidence that including
and involving people at other
times, and different from our
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CONTACTS Pastoral Care:
Minister  : Kate Gibson
Rev Neil Urquhart. 01294 276148
01294 : 279909
nurquhart@churchofscotland.org.uk

Church Secretary
Session Clerk : Teresa Goodwin
Dr.Sheena Kinmond. 01294 273741
01294 312022 office hours: (see            

announcement sheet)
secretary@fullartonchurch.co.uk

Roll Keeper :
Ross Davidson Director of Music
ross.davidson14@btinternet.com Graham Ferguson

01294 221480
Church Officer :
Ivan McQueenie. Church Hall Bookings
01294 273497 Dorothy Urquhart

01294 279909
Treasurer : dorjurquhart@me.com
Mike Rennie.
01294 275680 Fullarton Sports Dev
treasurer@fullartonchurch.co.uk Worker

Stuart Forsyth
Contact Editor: stuart@fullartonyac.co.uk
Geordie Moore 07463860814
07748803885
g_moore@hotmail.co.uk Youth and Community 

Worker
Lindsay Forsyth

lindsey-fullarton-yac@live.co.uk
07506868927

Fullarton Parish Church (Church of Scotland), Irvine,
is a Registered Charity ( No. SC 008725 ) and is a Fair Trade

Church  Visit our website www.fullartonchurch.co.uk
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BLYTHSWOOD CARE 

reports that the number of boxes
received and sent this year is
4.2% up on 2015. A ten-year-old
boy with special needs, living in
a remote village in central Ro-
mania, has become the two-mil-
lionth person to receive a gift
box from Blythswood Care’s an-
nual Shoe Box Appeal.  

The youngest in a family of nine
children, Ionut has Down’s syn-
drome, requiring his mother to
accompany him at the main-
stream school which he attends.
With his father unable to secure
permanent employment in their
area, the family depends on so-
cial security payments from the
Romanian government, which
remain very low. The first
Blythswood Care Shoe Box Ap-
peal took place in 1993, resulting
in 300 boxes being delivered to
Romania and Albania.  This year
the Highland-based charity has
sent 121,474 boxes to eight
countries in Europe and to Pak-
istan. To those who contributed
this year - thank you all!

Transforming lives for 50+ years through

Christian care for body and soul
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ConneXions Report 
January 2017

1 Events and Confer-
ences.
Connexions continues to
be open every day and
plays host to more and
more meetings and con-
ferences every month.

We are very encouraged
to be getting lots of repeat
business from groups
who are delighted with the
facilities and the catering
we provide. We are work-
ing Elaine our Catering
Coordinator, and the vol-
unteer helpers, very hard,
but the job is rewarding
and the feedback they re-
cieve very positive.

Several groups have com-
mitted to using us for all
their meetings this year
and have booked dates as
far ahead as December
2017. So this work is ex-
panding as we speak and
more volunteers are al-
ways welcome.

2 Volunteers
We have been delighted to
welcome several new
community volunteers
who have joined us look-
ing for a way to get out of
the house, get to know
some other people and
use their energy and gifts
to help others. If you
haven't signed up yet -
please fill in a volunteer
form soon - the busier we
get the more folk we need!
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3 Buildings
We are still slowly but
surely getting the “snag-
ging” work done - but as
is always the case with a
huge building…..no
sooner do you get one
thing fixed than you re-
alise something else now
needs work.
Coming soon will be…..
a renovation of the
stonework on the porch
at the roundabout side of
the Fullarton Hall, and
also the patio side of the
Fullarton Hall.
b a building warrant for
permission to install a
new window in the prayer
room.
c some internal adapta-
tions to create better stor-
age and access to water
for the Harbourside wing
d fitting out of the prayer
room

4 Regular Groups
We continue to host a
wide variety of regular
groups, and new for Jan-

uary 2017 are…
Daisy Birthing Class
(holistic antenatal classes
for expectant parents)
Wednesdays 6.30 - 8pm
Tai chi with Norberto Per-
alta (Gentle exercise suit-
able for everyone,
including those with
chronic health problems)
on Wednesdays from 4-
5pm and fridays from 11-
12md. 

5 Business Management
All the good news of new
bookings and new groups
and lots of people using
ConneXions is generating
a lot of necessary admin-
istration. Taking bookings
by phone and email and
keeping the diary up to
date has become a big
task. Then there’s keep-
ing track of the finances -
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sending out invoices and
making sure they get paid
up….. so the need to get
someone employed to fill
this critical role is more
and more pressing.

We are very close to hav-
ing funding in place for a
3 year Centre Coordinator
Role, and are hopeful that
this post would be filled
by the end of April 2017.

Do you know someone
you believe would thrive
in this role? Please refer
them to the website where
full details will be avail-
able soon and please pray
for the right person in this
key position for the future
of ConneXions.

Dorothy U
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wednesdays 7am till 8am in
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Monthly  Finance Matters (1)
At the end of December, the Offerings for 2016 were £3,491 or
4.39% higher than those received in 2015 :
Offerings to 31st Dec, 2016 £ 82,979
Offerings to 31st Dec, 2015 £ 79,488

Far more importantly, the Offerings for 2016 were an amazing
£9,712 or 13.26% above our original Budget estimate for 2016.
Once again, our grateful thanks go to everyone who has supported
Fullarton throughout the year !
There will be a full report on our finances for 2016 in the next edi-
tion of “CONTACT”.

Details of the various miscellaneous donations gratefully received
during December (excluding those for the Major Buildings Fund or
ConneXions Café ) are published below:

Purpose Amount
Banner Fund £500.00
Bikes for Christmas £425.00
Blythswood Care £209.00
Daily Bread £18.00
Flower Fund £48.00
Fountain Magazine £29.60
Heat & Light £390.00
Life & Work £138.60
Leprosy £7.50
Light Factory £25.00
Ludhiana £2.50
Loudoun Montgomery Scripture Union £80.00
TEAR Fund (Concert) £388.00
Syria Appeal (Barnabas Fund) £180.00
Shoes Bros/Are Ye Wise DVDs £86.00
Special Projects £1,896.18
St Luke’s Hospital, Hiranpur £3,454.00
Victoria House Party £140.00
YaC £102.00

The Finance Team
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Monthly  Finance Matters (2)

At the end of January, the Offerings for 2017 were £673 or
10.19% higher than those received in January 2016 :
Offerings to 31st Jan, 2017£ 7,279
Offerings to 31st Jan, 2016£ 6,606

Details of the various miscellaneous donations gratefully received
during January (excluding those for the Major Buildings Fund or
ConneXions Café ) are shown below:

Purpose Amount
Bikes for Christmas £      10.00
Cancer Care £     50.00
Flower Fund £     40.00
Fountain Magazine £       1.50
Heat & Light £   110.00
Life & Work £     26.40
Leprosy £   127.50
Light Factory £     65.00
Shoes Bros/Are Ye Wise DVDs £     60.85
Special Projects £       6.50
St Luke’s Hospital, Hiranpur £1,167.00
Victoria House Party £     15.00
YaC £   102.00

NB. These figures have NOT been reconciled with the January
Bank Statement which had not been received prior to the dead-
line for printing this month’s edition of “CONTACT” magazine.

The Finance Team





Forthcoming Services  February/March  2017

FEBRUARY2017
Sunday 12th 10.30am Morning Service: Rev.Neil. Communion.

Story 25.'Jesus, The Son of God.'
6.30pm Evening Service: Fraser Hutchison. 'Healing 

Ministry of Jesus .Part 1'
Tuesday14th 10.30-2pm Fullarton ConneXions Cafe Open.
Tuesday 14th 7-9pm 'Alpha Course' Meal at Cafe Solas in 

ConneXions from 5pm onwards.
Wednesday 15th-8am Prayer Breakfast, Fullarton ConneXions.

7-9pm Mid-week Fellowship, Fullarton ConneXion.s
CHURCH WEEKEND AWAY - 17th -19th 

Saturday18th 10.30-2pm Fullarton ConneXions Cafe Open.
Sunday19th 10.30am Morning Service: Rev Stewart Birse. The 

Story 26.' 'The Hour of Darkness.'
2.30pm Greenbank Nursing Home; Ron Graham.
6.30pm Evening Service: Duncan Campbell. 

'Approaches to Healing- Christian and Others.'
Tuesday 21st 10.30-2pm Fullarton ConneXions Cafe Open.
Tuesday 21st 7-9pm 'Alpha Course' Meal at Cafe Solas in 

ConneXions from 5pm onwards.
Wednesday 22nd 7-8am Prayer Breakfast, Fullarton ConneXions.

7-9pm Mid-week Fellowship, Fullarton ConneXions.
Saturday25th 10.30-2pm Fullarton ConneXions Cafe Open.
Sunday 26th 10.30am Morning Service: Duncan Campbell. The 

Story 27.'The Resurrection.'
6.30pm Evening Service: Rev Neil. 'Part Played by Faith.'

Tuesday28th 10.30-2pm Fullarton ConneXions Cafe Open.
Tuesday 28th 7-9pm 'Alpha Course' Meal at Cafe Solas in 

ConneXions from 5pm onwards.
Wednesday29th 7-8amPrayer Breakfast, Fullarton ConneXions.

7-9pm Mid-week Fellowship, Fullarton ConneXions.

MARCH 
Saturday4th 11-2pm Fullarton ConneXions Cafe Open. 
Sunday 5th 10.30am Morning Service: Rev. Neil. Story 28. 'New 

Beginnings.' Kaitlin McGrath Blessing.
2.30pm Fullarton Nursing Home :Rev. Neil.

6.30pm Evening Service: Fiona McBride. 'Healing 
Ministry of Jesus . Part 2.'

Tuesday 7th 10.30-2pm Fullarton ConneXions Cafe.
Tuesday 7th 7-9pm 'Alpha Course' Meal at Cafe Solas in 

ConneXions from 5pm onwards.
Wednesday8th 7-8am Prayer Breakfast, Fullarton ConneXions.

7-9pm Mid-week Fellowship, Fullarton 
ConneXions.

Saturday 11th 10.30-2pm Fullarton ConneXions Cafe. 
Sunday 12th 10.30am Morning service: Rev Neil. Story 29. Paul's 

Mission.'
630pm Evening Service: Rev Neil. 'Equipped for 

Ministry.
Tuesday14th 10.30-2pm Fullarton ConneXions Cafe. 
Tuesday 14th 7-9pm 'Alpha Course' Meal at Cafe Solas in 

ConneXions from 5pm onwards.
Wednesday15th 7-8am Prayer Breakfast, Fullarton ConneXions. 

7-9pm Mid-week Fellowship, Fullarton ConneXions.
Saturday 18th 10.30-2pm Fullarton ConneXions Cafe. 
Sunday 19th 10.30am Morning Service: Rev Stewart Birse. Story 

30. 'Paul's Final Days.'
2.30pm Greenbank Nursing Home; Fiona McBride
6.30pm Evening Service: Rev. Stewart Birse. 'God 

and the Mystery of Suffering.'
Tuesday21st 10.30-2pm Fullarton ConneXions Cafe. 
Tuesday21st 7-9pm 'Alpha Course' Meal at Cafe Solas in 

ConneXions from 5pm onwards.
Wednesday 22nd 7-8am Prayer Breakfast, Fullarton ConneXions.

7-9pm Mid-week Fellowship, Fullarton ConneXions.
Saturday 25th10.30-2pm Fullarton ConneXions Cafe. 
Sunday26th 10.30am Morning Service: Rev. Neil. Story 31.'The 

End of Time.'
6.30pm Evening Service: Ian Young. 'Our Ministry 

in Practice.'
Tuesday 28th 10.30-2pm Fullarton ConneXions Cafe. 
Tuesday 28th 7-9pm 'Alpha Course' Meal at Cafe Solas in 

ConneXions from 5pm onwards.
Wednesday 29th 7-8am Prayer Breakfast, Fullarton ConneXions.

7-9pm Mid-week Fellowship, Fullarton ConneXions.
7-9pm 24/7 Prayer Course. Fullarton ConneXions.
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Their four young children, who
have been playing outside the
entrance of the tent, poke their
heads through the door and gig-
gle. Nasim and his wife Asma
laugh, before waving them away,
shaking their heads. 

‘When we arrived here there
was nothing, it was like a desert’,
says Asma, ‘there was no water
and it made cooking and living
very difficult’.

Bare Necessities

Tearfund began working across
the area in mid-2015, and has
installed 1050 latrines, 1800
water storage tanks, and negoti-
ated a pipeline extension into the
informal settlement, so now they
have regular access to water. 
Meanwhile 6500 households
have also been reached through
a hygiene promotion pro-
gramme. ‘Although many people
are educated, they are not used
to living in such overcrowded liv-
ing conditions’ says Liz Ryan,
Iraq’s Water, Sanitation and Hy-
giene Advisor. ‘We are here to
provide the basics and to stop
the outbreaks of disease. We’re
helping people get through very
difficult times.’

I ask Asma to show me the
water storage tanks, and she
leads me outside. Her children
join us as she checks the water
level and shows me how it
works. ‘It has helped so much, I
can now do household tasks
easily, and we don’t have to pay
for water’ she says. Nasim
agrees, adding ‘we feel like we
have some kind of home here,
because we now have the serv-
ices we need to live.’ 

Despite all that Tearfund have
done, their true home is not here
– it’s a thought that’s never far
from Nasim’s mind; ‘of course
our wish is to go back to our
home – to find our family mem-
bers who have been kidnapped
and live together again’. For now
though, they are safe and
healthy and their children are
free to play.
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Nasim and his family fled their
village when ISIS attacked.
Where they’re living now isn’t
home, but they’ve worked hard to
make it more like home. And
Tearfund have lent a hand too... 
‘I told my children, don’t give up,
keep going and you will be safe’,
says Nasim, as he remembers
how ISIS captured his village of
Borek  in July 2014. His wife and
children fled along with 50 other
families. They headed to Mount
Sinjar, along with 50,000 Yazidis
also fleeing ISIS, from where
they were finally rescued.

I am sitting on the floor of
Nasim’s temporary shelter,
as he recounts his story of
escape. His is one of hun-
dreds of families forced by
ISIS to flee through Syria.
They finally settled in this in-
formal camp in Ninewa,
Northern Iraq two years ago. 

Home Making

They have tried their best to
make this camp their ‘home’ – for
now at least; brightly coloured
blankets have been hung around
the walls. ‘We did not bring any-
thing with us. This is nothing
compared to our past life, but we
are alive and that is what mat-
ters,’ says Nasim, motioning
around his tent.
‘ISIS cut off the road. It was very
chaotic, people and cars were
going everywhere. They cap-
tured us, they were laughing at
us and were shooting bullets into
the air to panic us. But because
of the confusion, we were able to
flee again when they weren’t
looking’. Nasim was able to use
another car to drive to Mount Sin-
jar, where they continued on foot
for four hours before hiding. ‘We
could hear them shouting at the
bottom of the mountain and
shooting guns. I couldn’t think
about myself, I could only think
about how to save my family’,
says Nasim. 
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Life and Work is the
magazine of the
Church of Scotland.
In a history spannin
over 130 years, it
has established itself
as the pre-eminent
voice of the Church
of Scotland.

The 500th 
Anniversary of
the Reformation
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Life and Work February 2017

'A Movement, not a Programme'
The Path of Renewal project, which is nurturing a culture of

discipleship in Church of Scotland congregations.

A Spiritual Journey
Author and activist Alastair McIntosh.

Releasing Gifts
How congregations manage in long-term vacancy.

Keeping Watch Over Loch Awe
A beloved architectural treasure in Argyll.

A Miraculous Escape
The Very Rev Dr Andrew McLellan considers the messages drawn

from the Bible accounts of Peter's time in prison.

MSPs and the Church
A pioneering project bringing together local people with Members

of the Scottish Parliament

A Critical Lifeline
The Head of Oxfam Scotland, Jamie Livingstone, sees the food

crisis in Malawi at first hand.

Plus all the regular columnists, letters, reviews and crosswords  all

for just £2 20   Visit our website www lifeandwork org for up to date

news and exclusive features

Prefer to read it in Gaelic? You can in the Gaelic supplement section

of the Life in Work website  Contact us  Email Life and Work at 

magazine@lifeandwork org

Write to us at Life and Work, 121 George Street, Edinburgh EH2 4YN,

Telephone 0131 225 5722
Follow Life and Work through www.facebook.com/lifeand-

work and twitter.com/cofslifeandwork.
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PASTORAL CARE TEAM

We as a team entirely depend on you, the members, telling us
when members of your family and friends are ill, or in hospital,

or even when they would like a visit.
This is a list of the team members and we ask you to please

contact any one of us if you need our help:
Kate Gibson (Team Leader): 276148

Jean Wyllie (Secretary): 274345
Sandra Deeprose: 01292 315169

Margaret Elliot: 214433
May Elliot: 471660

Pam Gibson: 218583
Janet Kennedy: 275574

Evelyn Robertson: 272576
Ann Wood: 279546

Recording of Sunday Services
Many of our congregation are unable to attend our Sunday

morning worship. At  the moment services can be downloaded
from the church website.

However, the Sunday morning services will also now be
recorded onto a CD.

If you are interested in receiving a CD with the recorded serv-
ices please contact: 

Kate Gibson - 
01294 276148(Pastoral Care Team)
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Across

 1 An ancient weight (6)

 4 Seemed (8)

 10 New Testament book (9)

 11 Unit of length (5)

 12 ‘...it is a  thing 
the king requireth’ 
(Dan 2:11) (4)

 13 Contemplation (10)

 15 Abigail supplied David 
with one hundred 
clusters of these (7)

 16 A son of King David (6)

 19 Concurred (6)

 21 Light sources (7)

 23 Propitiations (10)

 25 A false god (4)

 27 Gather (5)

 28 Abimelech was hit by 
this (9)

 29 Instructors (8)

 30 Hastily (6)

Down

 1 Skilled animal 
workers (8)

 2 Inspiring (9)

 3 Compass point (4)

 5 Intense emotion (7)

 6 The words of Jeremiah 
said not to listen to 
these (10)

 7 Jewish leader (5)

 8 ‘He is proud, knowing 
nothing, but  
about questions and 
strifes of words...’ 
(1 Tim 6:4) (6)

 9 Bread makers (6)

14  In this year of King 
Nebuchadrezzar’s reign, 
Nebuzaradan arrived in 
Jerusalem (10)

17  Ancient city of Og, King 

of Bashan (9)

 18 Stringed instrument (8)

 20 Joseph, perhaps? (7)

 21 Tiny amount (6)

 22 Jesus did this with 

authority (6)

 24 Last letter of the Greek 

alphabet (5)

 26 Province of the Roman 

Empire (4)

Bible Crossword I

by Philologus © BiblePuzzles.org.uk
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Save the date - Weekend Away
We are planning a church family weekend on Arran,

17th – 19th February, 2017. 
We’ll be based in Lochranza Youth Hostel, 

where a variety of room types is available including
some en-suite double rooms. 

The full cost of the weekend – including the ferry
crossing, accommodation and all meals – is likely to be

around £60 per person, with discounts for the
unwaged, children and family groups. 

Further information will be available soon but if anyone
wants to start saving regularly towards the weekend,

please put payments AND YOUR NAME in an
envelope marked 
“Weekend away”

in the collection plate.
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I would like to thank the Fullarton family for the lovely plant, from
the Sanctuary, for my 82nd birthday in December, and for the

cards, gifts and phone calls. My family appreciate your kindness to
me, making me feel at home. thank you to Ann Wood for delivery

to my home.
Best wishes, Ivy Park

Dear Fullarton Family and Friends.
Just to thanks you so much for all your thoughts and prayers for
my family, after my husband Alan's tragic accident. It meant so
much to me knowing that you were praying, and we gained so

much comfort from this. Alan is coming along fine, although he still
has a long way to go! Thank you for my lovely plant, which is still

blooming in my hall! I wish you all a peaceful 2017 
Love  Mimanda Gemmell

Many thanks to everyone for their Get Well Cards, Good Wishes,
Telephone  Calls, and Flowers, which I received after my short stay

in hospital.   
Catherine  Rennie 

Thank you so much for the lovely card and plant . It was much ap-
preciated. Also a big thank you to Sheila for delivering it

Gail Jamieson

To the Fullarton Family
Thank you very much for the lovely plant I received while in the

hospital.
Yours, Agnes Smith

Thank you notes in Contact Magazine
If you would like your thank you notes entered into Contact Maga-

zine, please request this, otherwise they will go straight to the
Pastoral Care Team or Rev Neil.

Teresa Goodwin
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I would like to thank the Fullarton Family for the birthday card and
lovely plant which I received on the occasion of my birthday, they

were much appreciated.
May Burns

Many thanks to all for beautiful planter delivered by Kate on my
birthday - your good wishes were much appreciated - thank you

all so much.
Ann Wood

“I write to thank Fullarton very much indeed for the beautiful white
rose miniature plant, that was delivered to me in sympathy of the
loss of my dear sister, Alison. Your love, prayers and sympathy

have been conveyed to my family and have been much appreci-
ated at this sad time.”
Carolyn A Wallace

Many thanks for the birthday card and flowers from our Fullerton
Friends.  It was a lovely gesture, and the thought was much ap-

preciated.
Willie Macdonald

I would like to thank all of you at Fullarton Church for all the
prayers and kindness shown to my son Tom, and myself, when

my younger son died on in 2016. It is greatly appreciated. Also for
the plant Kate brought to the house.

Emma Cairns






