From The Manse...
“Together, to share the love of Jesus and make disciples through prayer,
worship, learning and example,
reaching out to our community and beyond, with a
vision for the future.”
Fullarton Parish Church Manse, 48 Waterside Irvine.

Dear Friends

placement with us in preparation
A summer of sunshine and rain! for ordination as a minister of
The Vaughans (ConneXions Word and Sacrament.
Coordinators) are pleasantly
surprised at how much more
sunshine they’ve seen than
expected. They now have a
conspiracy theory that Scottish
Rain is a scurrilous rumour
designed to keep Englanders
south of the border. All I can say
THE MORRISONS
to that is, “Wait and see.”
Change is essential and
It’s wonderful to welcome all 6 inevitable in life; coming to terms
Vaughans into The Fullarton with our own mortality and the
Family and we also look forward death of loved ones is part of this.
to welcoming Andrew & Kirsty There’s no easy way through
Morrison (married on 25th grief’s loss. While warmly
August!), who’ll be with us for 15 welcoming
newcomers
to
months, from 1st Oct’. Andrew is Fullarton we say ‘Goodbye’ to
doing his probationary
dear brothers and sisters. Further
on you’ll see tributes to two of our
elders, Wallace & Evelyn, who
recently
travelled
through
terminal illness into God’s
innermost presence.
THE VAUGHANS
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After Death comes God’s
‘judgment’ on our ability to save
ourselves: ‘NO CHANCE!’ i.e.
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none of us live the perfect, sin- “You
do
nothing!?”
free life, for automatic promotion astonished Nouwen asked.
to heaven and God’s innermost
presence. But God is able, and
wants to save us from ‘forever
without him’.

“And just as each person is
destined to die once and after that
comes judgment, so also Christ
was offered once for all time as a
sacrifice to take away the sins of
many people. He will come again,
not to deal with our sins, but to
bring salvation to all who are
eagerly waiting for him.”
(Hebrews 9:27-28 – NLT)

Death’s Long Jump – Henri
Nouwen (Our Greatest Gift)
learned from a Circus Trapeze
Troupe.
Leader
‘Rodleigh’
informed him, “As a flyer I must
have complete trust in my
catcher. You might think that I am
the great star of the trapeze, but
the real star is Joe, my catcher.
He has to be there for me with
split second precision & grab me
out of the air as I come to him in
the long jump! The secret is that
the flyer does nothing and the
catcher everything! When I fly to
Joe, I have simply to stretch out
my arms & hands waiting for him
to catch me & pull me safely over
the apron behind the catchbar.”
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“Nothing,” repeated Rodleigh.
“The worst thing a flyer can do is
to try and catch the catcher. If I
grabbed Joe’s wrists, I might
break them, or he might break
mine & that would be the end for
both of us! A flyer has to trust
with outstretched arms, that his
catcher will be there for him!”

Remember Jesus dying words?
“Father into your hands I commit
my Spirit.” Nouwen writes,
“Dying is trusting in the Catcher!
Caring for the dying is saying:
‘Don’t be afraid, you are the
Beloved Child of God. He will be
there when you make your long
jump…don’t try to grab him, he
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will grab you… just stretch out Jesus death and resurrection
your arms and hands and trust, helps us face death with trust and
trust, trust in Jesus.’”
hope, to live free from fear. Says
Nouwen, “Much of our lives is
St Paul likened terminal illness to flying. It is wonderful to fly in the
the ‘groanings of childbirth’ air free as a bird, but when God
(Romans 8), pain swallowed up isn’t there to catch us, all our
by joyful release into God’s flying comes to nothing.”
healing of heaven. It is a privilege
to encourage dying loved ones to Let’s trust, and encourage others
sleep and let Jesus carry them to trust in the Great Catcher &
into a brand new body, room and Keeper of our souls.
reality.
Your fellow minister & friend,
Neil

'KEEP US ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE LAW!'

We are updating the information we hold, in keeping
with Data Protection Law.
With this issue of Contact Magazine you have been
given a copy of the information about you, stored
securely on the church computer.

Please check this carefully and update if necessary
before returning it. You can give it to your distributer or
return it to the church office.

If you do not return the form by the end of October we
shall assume that you are happy with the information we
hold.
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Birthdays

Mrs Margaret Fulton who celebrated her
Mrs Anne Thomson
“
“
Mrs Nan Bryson
Mr Neville Ramsay

“
“

“
“

95 birthday in July
90
“
95
92

“
"

August

Baby Blessing
“The promise to you and your children”
Baptisms 2017 - June 11th 2017

Jack Jacob Cronje (dob - 14/11/16) – son of Natalie
Alasdair John MacAulay (dob - 8/1/17) – son of Alan & Laura
Cameron Alexander Murdoch (dob - 18/1/17) – son of Greg & Gillian
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notice them? If you are
staying for a while why not
1 The Harbourside Hall store squeeze into a corner and
has been painted - thanks Ron leave the best spaces for
Graham.
guests?
Property tasks continue…

I am so grateful to be able to
hand over this full time job and
Coordinator Report!
go back to a manageable
August 2017
amount of volunteering - so
will still be around but without
Summer is almost over, hope the daily responsibilities of
you had a good break. Here at running the place - and writing
Connexions we did have a these reports!!
quieter spell with some regular
groups on holiday and fewer
‘one off’ events, but we
remained open throughout, New Groups booked in for this
with Saturday and Tuesday coming session include…
cafes continuing just a little
1 Kidslingo - Spanish for
quieter than usual.
children from babies up
through primary age, on a
tuesday afternoon.
The big news is that Ashely
and Esther Vaughan have 2 Trading Cards Games night
arrived and are job sharing the fortnightly on a Friday 6.30 Development
Coordinator 9.30pm run by the Game
Role between them, so if you Centre in Irvine for anyone, of
come in on a Monday Tuesday any age, interested in playing
or Wednesday morning do trading card games.
introduce yourself to Ashley, or
if it is Wednesday afternoon, All the other regular groups
Thursday or Friday it will be appear on the website
fullartonchurch.co.uk
Esther.
Ex Conn(exions)

They have both jumped in with click on ‘Latest’ then ‘Events
great enthusiasm and are Diary’.
enjoying getting to know the
regulars, taking bookings,
showing people round and I
(Dorothy) will soon be
retreating from the office redundant! Yay!
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2 The hatch between the
studio and the kitchen now
has bespoke oak doors as well
as the original roller shutter
and this has solved the
problem of noise pollution…
thanks Ewan Hart.

We are awaiting confirmation
from the council that the land
on the other side of the car
park wall will be transferred to
us for a nominal fee - then
there will be some work to be
done to see what is required to
make additional parking
3 We are in discussion with a available through there.
Stonemasonry Company and
window specialists and are still
hoping to renovate the front
facade of the original building Recent bookings include a
before Christmas if they are Scottish Lipreading Tutor’s
conference, a Police Scotland
able to start soon.
Awards Ceremony, numerous
4 We are awaiting quotes for North Ayrshire meetings, a
window repairs to the Fullarton Dance school prize giving, 420
Hall
and
schoolroom; pupils for an Author Event - in
extension of the fire alarm 2 sittings - phew!, 2 tidelines
system to include the original book festival events, and a
buildings and adjustments to whole lot of other smaller
some of the original doors to meetings. Some meetings
make them into more effective have fun titles like “Messy
fire escapes.
Munchers”
(a
Weaning
information session - with
samples!)
Parking remains an issue at
busy times - so if you are able
to park elsewhere when you The Volunteers Thank You
know it will be busy, please do! Party in June was a great
Waterside usually has room success with around 60 able to
during the day. We added attend, of the 100 volunteers
white lines to the walls and invited. Of that 100, 20 were
these are intended to help us volunteers with no church
park up closer to each other to connection. These are folk
fit more cars in…did you who feel passionate about the
Contact May 2017
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October 2nd - Enrolment and Dedication
October 9th - A visit to Buckingham Palace
October 16th - A day in the life of a lawyer
October 23rd - Farmhouse Ice cream
October 30th - Halloween Fun Night.

LD
UI

6.45pm for 7pm. Fullarton conneXions.
Restarts Monday October 2nd

TON G
AR

LL

Guild Meetings

Guild Trip Tuesday 30th May took us to Lomond Shore, via
Cardwell Garden Centre. Despite a heavy rain shower we
managed to enjoy our wee break there for snacks and a browse,
then on to Loch Lomond Shore for another browse, and some
serious shopping, the sun came out and it was lovely.High tea at
the Fenwick Hotel finished off our pleasant day .
Good times, Good Food and Good Friends !

Please note

The deadline for copy of the next issue of Contact
(OCTOBER) is Sunday 17th September

e-mail articles to secretary@fullartonchurch.co.uk by that date.
Or in the Secretary’s Pigeon hole in the Church vestibule

PLEASE ADHERE TO DEADLINE DATES THANK YOU
“CONTACT” magazine is also available on the church
web-site
www.fullartonchurch.co.uk
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Monthly Finance Matters

At the end of August, the Offerings for 2017 were £2,368 or
14.28% higher than those received to the end of August 2016 :
Offerings to 31st August, 2017
£ 57,625
Offerings to 31st August, 2016
£ 55,258

This is really good news, as our income usually dips a little during
the summer, and does mean that we are now 4.28% ahead of the
Budget estimate for the first eight months of the year – very many
thanks to everyone concerned !

wednesdays 7am till 8am in
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Details of the various miscellaneous donations gratefully received
during June, July and August (excluding those for the Major
Buildings Fund or ConneXions Café ) are shown below:
Purpose
Amount
Blythswood Care
£
60.00
Fabric Repairs & Mtce donation £
200.00
Flower Fund
£
20.00
Fullarton Community Hub
£
120.00
Heat & Light
£
564.00
Leprosy
£
69.39
Life & Work
£
4.80
Light Factory
£
115.00
Loudoun Mon/ry Scripture Union £
140.00
Ludhiana
£
29.70
Magazine Advert
£
35.00
Printing
£
17.50
Special Projects
£
1,134.44
St Luke’s Hospital, Hiranpur
£
4,023.00
YaC
£
96.00
NB. These figures have NOT been reconciled with the August
Bank Statement which had not been received prior to the deadline for printing this month’s edition of “CONTACT” magazine.
The Finance Team

Contact May 2017
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SEPTEMBER
Sunday 10th 10.30am

Forthcoming Services

Morning Service: Rev. Neil. The
Parkinsons(Mission Partners in
Krasnoyarsk, Siberia) sharing. Fair trade
stall available.
6.30pm
Evening Service: Fiona McBride.
Tuesday 12th10.30-2pm
Fullarton conneXions Cafe.
Wednesday13th 7-8am
Prayer Breakfast, Fullarton conneXions.
Thursday 14th 6pm- 6.45pm Kirk Session Meeting 6pm for meal, 6.45 for
Devotions, Communion, Focus and
Business.
Saturday 16th 10.30-2pm
Fullarton conneXions Cafe.
Sunday 17th 10.30am
All-Age Harvest Thanksgiving SeriCe;Rev. Neil.
2.30pm
Fullarton Nursing Home :Fraser Hutchison
3pm
'Comfy Communion' in Fullarton conneXions.
6.30pm
Evening Service: Fraser Hutchison.
Tuesday 19th 10.30-2pm
Fullarton conneXions Cafe.
Wednesday 20th 7-8am
Prayer Breakfast, Fullarton conneXions.
Saturday 23rd 10.30-2pm
Fullarton conneXions Cafe.
Sunday 24th 10.30am
Morning Service: Jim Bircham
6.30pm
Evening Service: Jim Bircham.
Tuesday 26th10.30-2pm
Fullarton conneXions Cafe.
7.30-9pm
‘An Ordinary Day with Jesus' Course
starting tonight, at Thomas & Candace
Turner’s, 12C Townhead, Irvine and
running weekly. Let Thomas know of
your interest - 07710466129
Wednesday27th 7-8am
Prayer Breakfast, Fullarton ConneXions.
OCTOBER
Sunday1st

Tuesday 3rd
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10.30am
2.30pm
6.30pm

10.30-2pm
7.30-9pm

Jim & Pam’s Wedding!
Greenbank Nursing Home: Rev. Neil.
Evening Service: Rev Neil. People of Prayer
1 - 'Abraham.'
Fullarton ConneXions Cafe.
‘An Ordinary Day with Jesus' Course
at Thomas & Candace Turner’s, 12C
Townhead, Irvine
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Wednesday4th7-8am
Thursday 5th 7-8.30pm

Saturday7th

10.30-2pm
7pm
10.30am

Sunday 8th
6.30pm
Tuesday 10th 10.30-2pm
7.30-9pm
Wednesday 10th 7-8am
Saturday 14th 10.30-2pm
Sunday 15th 10.30am

2.30pm
6.30pm
Tuesday 17th 10.30-2pm
7.30-9pm
Thursday 19th 7-8.30pm

Saturday21st 10.30-2pm
Sunday 22nd 10.30am
Tuesday24th

6.30pm

10.30-2pm
7.30-9pm

Wednesday 25th 7-8am
Saturday28th 11-2pm
Sunday29th 10.30am
2.30pm
6.30pm
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Prayer Breakfast, Fullarton conneXions.
‘Transformed’How God Changes Us - A
Rick Warren Course, starting tonight,
meeting every two weeks at Joy Koebel’s
home, 33 Lamont Drive, Fullarton, KA12
8HD. Let Joy know of your interest - 07399993173.
Fullarton conneXions Cafe.
Action Group Dinner in conneXions.
Morning Service: Explore Sunday. Prayer
EveningService:RevNeil.PeopleofPrayer2Jacob.
Fullarton conneXions Cafe.
An Ordinary Day with Jesus’Course at
the Turners’, 12C Townhead, Irvine.
Prayer Breakfast, Fullarton conneXions.
Fullarton conneXions Cafe.
Morning service: Prayer's desire (Christian
Blind Mission visiting.)
Fullarton Nursing Home; Ron Graham.
EveningService::RevNeil.PeopleofPrayer3-Moses.
Fullarton conneXions Cafe Open.
An Ordinary Day with Jesus’Course at
the Turners’, 12C Townhead, Irvine.
‘Transformed’How God Changes Us at
Joy’s, 33 Lamont Drive.
Fullarton conneXions Cafe Open.
Sunday Service: Rev. Stewart Birse.
Prayer's Necessity.
Evening Service: Rev.Stewart Birse. People
of Prayer 4 - King David Praying.
Fullarton conneXions Cafe Open.
An Ordinary Day with Jesus’Course at
the Turners’, 12C Townhead, Irvine.
Prayer Breakfast, Fullarton conneXions.
Fullarton ConneXions Cafe Open.
Morning Service: Rev. Neil. Prayer's
Greatness/Communion/ Reformation 500th
anniversary!
Greenbank Nursing Home; Fiona Mc Bride
Evening Service: Rev Neil . People of
Prayer 5 - Daniel Praying.
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Tribute to Fullarton Elder - Evelyn Robertson –
who died on 18th July, aged 78.

Evelyn faced her illness with faith, hope, courage, dignity, honesty,
humour & vulnerability.

Evelyn was born & brought up in old Girdle Toll, along with older
sisters & brothers Maisie, Mattie, John, & sparring partner Andrew;
schooled at Annick Lodge Primary & Irvine Royal Academy,
‘allegedly’ learning to cook at Auchenharvie Academy. She was
nurtured warmly in The Faith by her family, Fergushill Parish Church
& a Brethren afternoon Sunday school. She worked in Watson’s
Hosiery, The Co-op & George Watsons Chemists, child minded,
served in The Blair Inn kitchen, and latterly worked in Frew Terrace
Surgery & Jennifer’s Flower Shop.

Married to soul partner Jimmy for 55 years, they shared the pride &
joy of a son & 2 daughters in John, Elizabeth & Helen, pleasure of
welcoming Tricia & Michael into the family & delight of grandchildren
in David, Thomas, Beth & Caitlin, of whom she was so proud. Arran
was ‘God’s Own Country’ to Evelyn, like Maw, Paw & The Broons
escaping to its magic & tranquillity, ‘apart from the midges pure
paradise!’
Long-time Fullarton member & elder, Evelyn was a Sunday School
teacher, president of both the Young Mums & Guild and served in
the Centre Café, but it was as our Pastoral Care Team Leader she
especially excelled, her sensitive, big ears kept close to the ground,
mobilising visitors for the lonely, bereaved, ill & hospitalised,
constantly visiting folk herself. With Evelyn at the helm the team
organised Comfy Communions, Contemplative Carol Services &
Musical Minds, her caring heart, gentle humour & human touch
putting people at ease and getting the best out of others. Evelyn was
often first to welcome newcomers to church services, ever on the
lookout to help fresh faces feel right at home, "Who are you, oh I
don't ken you?" She loved to sing God’s praise and took great
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comfort from hymns of faith sung with family and friends at her side.
By God’s Grace Evelyn trusted in her Good Shepherd Jesus Christ,
who she knew would see her through.
Evelyn looked you straight in the eye and entertained ‘no nonsense’,
yet she was aye full of nonsense herself. She loved having fun with
people. If not walking with the Walky Talkies or dancing with the
Tartan Lassies, "I'm a beautiful country dancer!" she was getting
round the family or on church business. She had lots of ways to say
things. She affectionately affirmed you with, “Guid folk are scarce!”
She told the truth with humour and easily laughed at herself. She
liked to be in ‘The Know’, “If they don't know me they're not worth
knowing!?” “Who’s their granny?”

At functions, it was hard to get the mic’ off Evelyn once she got a
hold of it, she and her side-kicks antics hilarious. She was allergic
to housework & so proud that ‘in Jimmy’ she’d invented the ‘first
modern man’. She loved to have the young uns round and could
always see a silver lining to looming clouds. She wanted us to wear
bright colours to her funeral.

Loving Lord, we thank You for this kind, loving, feisty, friendly,
determined, sociable, law abiding, transparent, straight talking, keen
humoured, determined, dependable, loyal, loving, curious,
interested, interesting, caring, compassionate, dedicated, devout,
Christ honouring, larger-than-life, one-of-a-kind, family loving, life &
soul of the party, and trust her into Your Safe Hands. In Jesus
Name, Amen!
Dust if you must, but wouldn't it be better
To paint a picture, or write a letter,
Bake a cake, or plant a seed;
Ponder the difference between want and need?
Dust if you must, but there's not much time,
With rivers to swim, and mountains to climb;
Music to hear, and books to read;
Friends to cherish, and life to lead.
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Dust if you must, but the world's out there
With the sun in your eyes, and the wind in your hair;
A flutter of snow, a shower of rain,
This day will not come around again.

0LVVLRQV &RQQHFW

Dust if you must, but bear in mind,
Old age will come and it's not kind.
And when you go (and go you must)
You, yourself, will make more dust.

Fullarton Guild
Invitation
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Fullarton Parish Church Guild
Be Bold, Be Strong- Theme ‘ Go in Love’
Fullarton Guild resumes on Monday 2nd 0ctober and
meets in Fullarton Hall.
An Invitation is extended to all to come along and join us
in fellowship - our Committee have planned an interesting and fun-filled syllabus. Tea/Coffee and biscuits will be
served at the end of the meeting, allowing everyone a
time for sharing/chatting and making new friends.
Our meeting commences at 7.00p. and will be finished by
9.00p.m - our Committee look forward to welcoming you
on 2nd October !
Catherine Rennie,
Guild Co-ordinator
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3OHDVH SUD\ IRU
 6DIH WUDYHO WR DQG IURP 6FRWODQG DV WKH\ FRPH
RYHU IRU VRPH 5 5 5HVW DQG 5HFXSHUDWLRQ
 -HVVLH LQ KHU VWXGLHV DW KRPH
 :LVGRP IRU WKH IXWXUH
 +DVVOH IUHH WUDQVLWLRQ LQWR WKHLU QH[W DVVLJQPHQW
 *RG¶V SURYLVLRQ DQG SURWHFWLRQ
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LIFE & WORK

SEPTEMBER ISSUE 2017

Communion and the Church
Thomas Baldwin considers the place of communion in the
Church of Scotland

Will the Future Have a Church?
The Very Rev Dr James Simpson finds hope for the future in
church history

The Rev Dr Doug Gay reflects on feedback to his proposals for
church reform
"I Sleep Very Well These Nights"
The Rev Iain May tells Jackie Macadam about his journey from
high-flying banker to Edinburgh minister
Releasing Gifts
Catriona Munro, Clerk to this year's National Youth Assembly,
reports from the event

"We Were All Made Equal"
Jackie Macadam hears from women taking part in a conference
celebrating the contribution of women throughout the world
church
Love in Action
Previewing CrossReach Week 2017

Catching Up With God
The Rt Rev Dr Derek Browning asks the church to engage with
the General Assembly's call to prayer
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Plus news, reviews, letters, registers and crosswords
Visit our website www.lifeandwork.org for up-to-date news and
exclusive featues, follow Life and Work on Facebook and Twitter.
Life and Work is now available as a digital edition for computer,
tablet and smartphone. Subscribe from £11.99 for six months or
buy a single issue for £1.99 by visiting
http://www.lifeandwork.org/subscribe/subscribe
There is also a free Gaelic supplement available. You can read it
in the Gaelic supplement section of the Life in Work website.
Contact us
One of the magazine's most important elements is reader feedback. Our letters pages are among the liveliest in the magazine
business, and are very revealing about general attitudes both
within and beyond the Church. We actively encourage letters,
but do ask that they are kept succinct (and not without humour),
so we can publish as many as possible.
•
•
•

Email Life and Work at magazine@lifeandwork.org
Write to us at Life and Work, 121 George Street, Edin
burgh EH2 4YN,
Telephone 0131 225 5722

Advertise in Life and Work
To place an advertisement in Life and Work, please contact our
advertisers:Contact Publicity, 15 Newton Terrace , Glasgow G3 7PJ
Telephone: 0141 204 2042
Fax: 0141 204 2043
Email info@contactpublicity.co.uk
Contact May 2017
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I would like to thank the Fullarton Family for the birthday card and
the lovely plant I received for my 80th birthday.
Elma McGill

Many thanks for the lovely ornamental basket of plants we received on the occasion of our Golden Wedding.
Your prayers and kind wishes are very much appreciated.
God Bless
Nan & Hugh Drennan

Many thanks for the card and plant which I received for my birthday. they were much appreciated. Doris and I would also like to
thank the "Fullarton Family" for the welcome which we have had
since joining the church.
Tom Happell

Thank you to all my New Friends at Fullarton Parish church, for the
lovely plant sent to me on the occasion of my 82nd birthday
Robert Donald
Many thanks for the lovely plant I received for mu birthday, it was
very much appreciated.
Cathie Mackison

The Duncan family would like to pass on their thanks for the lovely
plant given to them on the passing of Wallace. We would also like
to express our thanks for the sympathy cards etc. many received
from the congregation. There were also a great comfort to us.
Moira Duncan.
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The Robertson family would like to thank the wonderful Fullarton
family for their prayers, thoughts and kind deeds in our recent sorrow in the loss of a wife, mum, gran and friend. We are also very
grateful to all the volunteers who provided the delicious baking
and helped out at the Purvey. This helped make the funeral a
warm and uplifting occasion.
Elizabeth Ingram
I would like to thank the Fullarton Family for the lovely gift I
received on the event of my 95th Birthday.
Margaret Fulton

Seasons of Growth!

‘An Ordinary Day with Jesus' Course - Starting 26th September,
7.30 - 9.00pm, meeting weekly at Thomas & Candace Turner’s,
12C Townhead, Irvine. Let Thomas know of your interest 07710466129.
‘Transformed’ How God Changes Us - A Rick Warren Course,
Starting Thursday 5th October, 7.00 - 8.30pm, meeting every
other Thursday at Joy Koebel’s home, 33 Lamont Drive, Fullarton, KA12 8HD. Let Joy know of your interest - 07399993173.

You can also check the Website for any other events in Fullarton
ConneXions, at fullartonConneXions.co.uk /latest/events calendar
Contact May 2017
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