


Dear Friends,
Holy Heritage: One pleasure of
working with the good people of
Irvine Old Parish Church (IOPC)
is learning more of Irvine’s history
and many faithful servants of
God who served in our town.
Historian & IOPC elder, Billy Kerr
took me a fascinating tour round
some graves surrounding IOPC’s
sanctuary. E.G. Rev John
Thomson, who died on 22nd
October 1835, aged 32. Written on
his headstone: “After short, but
active service in the cause of the
Redeemer and the extension of
His Kirk, in Halfway District.” Rev
John ministered to the people of
Fullarton, when it was within the
parish of Dundonald (people
walked to Dundonald for Sunday
services). This dear man
contracted typhus from visiting
his parishioners during an
outbreak of the (then) deadly
disease. This faithful forefather
built up God’s People and helped
inspire them towards building
Fullarton Parish Church’s
sanctuary, opened in 1838, three
years after his death. 

Revival! In the graveyard’s Kirk
Vennel corner (nr Glebe Primary)
is a walled-up gateway to the lane
that led to IOPC’s manse and
Irvine Market, where Rev David
Dickson preached the Good
News of Jesus Christ. From these
weekday sermons came a
massive out-pouring of God’s
Holy Spirit, which quickly spread
from house to house for miles
around and across Ayrshire.
Within weeks thousands flocked
from all over Scotland to hear
David Dickson preach. 

Nicknamed The ‘Stewarton
Sickness’ (Stewartonians
wondering what on earth had
happened to those returning full
of The Spirit?), this Scottish
spiritual awakening lasted five
years (1625-1630), and its impact
felt in future generations. It was
said that Dickson’s sermon style
wasn’t like the usual revivalists
who preached loudly, Bible
thumping to work up hysteria,
instead cultured in tone,
interesting and appealing. 
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From The Manse...
“Together, to share the love of Jesus and make disciples through prayer, 

worship, learning and example,
reaching out to our community and beyond, with a

vision for the future.”
Fullarton Parish Church Manse, 48 Waterside Irvine.

Why tell you this? Because I
believe: 

1. Our growing relationship and
partnership with IOPC can teach
us more of our heritage of Faith
in Irvine, and 
2. God’s Spirit is going to flow
with fresh revival in Irvine, when I
don’t know, but we’ve to
prayerfully get ready. 

Prophecy: In my 55 years I’ve
gratefully lived by God’s Grace
and Word (Bible). I know God can
speak directly into our lives
through fresh words of prophecy
(in keeping with His Word) but,
until recently, hadn’t experienced
it myself. Within the last 6
months, since starting to
contemplate the linkage between
Fullarton & IOPC, I’ve received 2
such direct words from God. I’ve
mentioned before the verse
someone (who didn’t know my
situation) gave me, 
“Ye fearful saints, fresh courage
take; The clouds ye so much
dread are big with mercy and
shall break In blessings on your
head.” 

Paw Mark of The King: And more
recently someone gave me
several images to describe what
God is going to do in Irvine. The

most striking is a ‘paw-mark’ of
The Lion (Jesus, cf. Revelation
5:5) in the middle of Irvine Cross,
with water overflowing out of it,
and to which people come from
miles around to drink. No, it’s not
a reference to Irvine Town
Centre’s upheaval at the hands of
Scottish Water, nor a broken
water main at Irvine Cross. It
refers to the well that Jesus
describes in John 7:37 & 4:14, "If
anyone is thirsty, let them come
to me and drink." & “But those
who drink the water I give will
never be thirsty again. It becomes
a fresh, bubbling spring within
them, giving them eternal life." 

Please Pray! Will you join me and
each other in praying for Christ’s
royal presence to be felt and telt
with in Irvine, that the wells of
God’s Spirit, which once flowed
so freely in life saving and
community transforming ways,
will again flow to change the
atmosphere and attitude of
residents and visitors? 

Yours hopefully,

Your fellow minister & friend, 
Neil
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After much soul searching and
consideration Neil now believes
that God wants him to minister to
a linkage between Irvine Old
(IOPC) & Fullarton Parish (FPC)
Churches. A linkage involves
both churches retaining their
leadership, identity and worship
buildings, while the minister splits
time 50 – 50 between congrega-
tions and parishes. 

This is no one’s Plan A, but given
the need to reduce Irvine’s min-
isters from 7 to 6, it shares the
cost of change across the
churches and continuing minis-
ters. Rev Andrew Black will retire
in May 2018, when Mure &
Bourtreehill Relief will move to-
wards linkage, or union, and call-
ing a new minister; St Andrew’s
& Girdle Toll are presently jour-
neying towards linkage, which
Rev Ian Benzie will likely be in-
ducted to. Dreghorn & Springside
are currently seeking a new min-
ister.

Presently representatives from
Irvine Old & Fullarton are writing
a basis of linkage (e.g. time of
Sunday services, manse accom-
modation for minister, payment of
ministry expenses, etc) for
agreement by both kirk sessions
and both congregations. In June
at the earliest, in respective
morning services members will
vote on whether to accept or re-
ject the ‘basis of linkage’. IOPC
will also vote on accepting (or
not) Neil as their minister (Fullar-
ton’s minister is already Neil,
thus unnecessary FPC). 

Prospective linkage of Fullarton & Irvine Old Parish Churches?
If all votes are affirmative, with
Presbytery’s rubber stamping, a
date will be set for a service of
linkage and induction of Neil to
the linkage of our two churches
(A Thursday evening in Septem-
ber at the earliest). If either FPC
or IOPC vote against the basis
of linkage, it’s back to the draw-
ing board for a more acceptable
basis. If IOPC don’t majority vote
for Neil as their minister, it’s ‘no
change’ with Neil continuing as
minister of FPC. Should IOPC’s
vote for Neil be borderline or
sizeable against him as their
minister, Neil say ‘No’ to taking
on the role of linkage minister. In
either scenario where Neil does

not become minister of the link-
age, FPC & IOPC will continue
in ‘differed linkage’ till Neil retires
or moves onto another charge,
when the two congregations
would collaborate to call a new
minister of the linked charge; un-
less Presbytery’s plan for read-
justment has changed by then. 

The Presbytery plan includes the
calling of 2 pioneer ministers to
Irvine, to work alongside us and
help us reach out in new ways,
an exciting prospect for mission
in Irvine. 
There will be a chance to ask
questions about these prospec-
tive changes and opportunities
at the Annual Stated meeting on
25th March. Neil is encouraging
us to see the changes ahead as
opportunities for God to work
with fresh power to bring his light
and love to our beloved town
and area, a verse in ‘God works
in mysterious ways’ is quoted to
encourage us to prayerfully look
forward with faith, hope & love:

“Ye fearful saints, fresh courage
take; the clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy and shall break in

blessings on your head.”
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Contact Report – January 2018

A very Happy New Year to you
from all of us here at Fullarton
ConneXions. 2018 is shaping up
to be a fantastic year for
ConneXions. We have already
taken an unprecedented number
of bookings for the year ahead
and more are coming in all the
time. 

After a refreshing two¬week
break over Christmas we are
back in full swing at the cafes
and continuing to see a good
number of people through the
doors on Tuesdays and
Saturdays. Some highlights from
December: We hosted a
‘Violence against women’
conference run by three different
agencies, which brought a total
of 150 people into the building,
generating a real buzz of
excitement. The feedback we
received from this was
extremely positive: ‘The venue is
excellent. I only put neutral for
parking as our event was
particularly big and there are not
many venues in Ayrshire that

could cater for around 150
delegates at once. Staff are
extremely professional and very
helpful.’ The organiser also
commented that for many of the
delegates, it was their first
experience of ConneXions’
hospitality, warm, friendly
environment, and delectable
catering. They predicted there
would almost certainly be
numerous future bookings off
the back of this event, which
naturally, is music to our ears.
Corporate bookings are
providing us with the much
needed financial resources to
facilitate the project’s reason for
being; the vital charitable work
we are doing to be salt and light,
serving and transforming lives in
the local community, with the
likes of Messy Church starting
and also ConneXions Toddler
Group.

Messy Church has been set up, and
is being run in conjunction with
ConneXions by Wendy Johnston on
the last Friday of every month from
4¬5.45pm, beginning on Friday 26th
January.
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We have already had an
incredible takeup for this, with
an encouraging number of
parents suggesting that they
plan to be there with their
children. Messy Church is now
well know across the nation as
an intergenerational missional
approach to church, serving
families with small children in
which they are invited to take
part in a number of creative craft
stations with a Bible theme. The
Bible is taught through craft,
stories and sharing and there
will also be a meal for those
taking part. We are really
excited to begin serving the
community in this way, and
fulfilling the church’s
commission to ‘make disciples’
by meeting them at whatever
stage of their journey they are
on.

Further to this, we are close to
establishing a start date for our
toddler group, which has been
helped along in no small
measure by an incredibly
generous donation from
students at Greenwood
Academy after they ran a
fundraising event and decided
they wanted to help facilitate the
work ConneXions is doing in
Fullarton and Harbourside.

We are continuing to take
bookings from new customers,
including just this week a
meeting with the Princes Trust
who have heard of us through
word of mouth and came in
enquire about booking a hall for
an upcoming training event, as
well as potential subsequent
events. 

Our reputation as a warm,
friendly, inclusive community,
with clean and professional
facilities and fantastic catering is
beginning to go before us and it
is a pleasure to be in a position
to partner with so many great
agencies and organisations who
are making a positive difference
in the lives of people in Irvine
and beyond. As the Apostle Paul
wrote to the Romans, “Don’t
become so well adjusted to your
culture that you fit into it without
even thinking. Instead, fix your
attention on God. You’ll be
changed from the inside out.”
(Romans 12:2 MSG) At
ConneXions we want to be a
beacon of light to the
surrounding area and that
means understanding the
people we serve, their culture,
situation and shared story, by
investing time in serving and
getting alongside people, but at
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BLYTHSWOOD CARE SHOE
BOX APPEAL BRINGS JOY TO

THOUSANDS

Blythswood Care’s 2017 Shoe Box
Appeal has resulted in 115,932
boxes being sent to eight countries
in Eastern Europe and to Pakistan.
The final lorry was loaded in Glas-
gow and arrived in Kent on Wednes-
day 13 December for south east
Romania, one of the poorest areas
of Europe.  Destinations of earlier
truckloads included Albania, Bul-
garia, Hungary, Kosovo, Moldova,
Serbia and Ukraine.  
In November, two containers with
nearly 13,500 boxes left Belfast and
Glasgow bound for Pakistan, where
recipients will include families who
live and work in brick factories.  
The boxes are filled with practical
gifts such as a warm hat, a bar of
soap and packet of sweets  every-
day items for people here but unaf-
fordable luxuries for many who live

in poverty.  They were contributed
by schools, workplaces, churches
and individuals from Shetland to
Cornwall.  
Blythswood’s head of projects Fin-
lay Mackenzie has just returned
from Moldova where boxes are
being given out to people living in
the streets of Chisinau.  “When I fly
back to London I feel as if I’ve been
in two different worlds in one day,”
he says.  “I want to say thank you
very much to everyone who filled a
box and to all the hundreds of vol-
unteers who make this appeal pos-
sible each year.  
“Your kindness brings real joy to
children and adults whose standard
of living is very different to our own.”

(A child in the vicinity of
Budapest, Hungary, receives a
box from Blythswood’s 2017

Shoe Box Appeal)

(Message from Blythswood Care’s headquarters
at Deephaven, Evanton, Ross-shire)
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Monthly  Finance Matters (1)

At the end of December, the Offerings for 2017 were £5,954 or
7.18% higher than those received to the end of December 2016 :
Offerings to 31st Dec, 2017 £ 88,933
Offerings to 31st Dec, 2016 £ 82,979

This is great news, and means that we are 7.18% ahead of the
Budget estimate for the year – very many thanks to everyone con-
cerned !

Details of the various miscellaneous donations gratefully received
during December (excluding those for the Major Buildings Fund or
ConneXions Café ) are shown below:

Purpose Amount
Bethany Trust £ 400.00
Blythswood Care £ 40.00
Fountain Magazine £ 10.50
Flower Fund £ 50.00
Heat & Light £ 270.00
Leprosy £ 28.25
Life & Work £ 118.30
Light Factory £ 65.00
Ludhiana £ 6.30
Scripture Union / Schools material £ 500.00
Printing £ 7.50
Christmas Lunch Appeal £ 55.00
Special Projects £ 172.28
St Luke’s Hospital, Hiranpur £ 1,704.00
Victoria House Party £ 55.00
YaC £ 32.00

NB. These figures have been reconciled with the December Bank
Statement – a full report on the year’s finances will appear in the
next edition of “CONTACT”.

The Finance Team
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Monthly  Finance Matters (2)

At the end of January, the Offerings for 2018 were £407 or 5.50%
lower than those received to the end of January 2017 :
Offerings to 31st Jan, 2018£ 6,988
Offerings to 31st Jan, 2017£ 7,395

Whilst this is a bit of a decrease compared to last year, it should
be noted that in 2017 there were FIVE Sundays as opposed to
only four in 2018, so we cannot really compare like for like !

Details of the various miscellaneous donations gratefully received
during January (excluding those for the Major Buildings Fund or
ConneXions Café ) are shown below:

Purpose Amount
Blythswood Care £ 40.00
Daily Bread £ 112.56
Fountain Magazine £ 1.50
Flower Fund £ 20.00
Grub ‘n’ Gospel £ 40.00
Heat & Light £ 145.00
Leprosy £ 191.81
Life & Work £ 27.60
Light Factory £ 25.00
Printing £ 10.40
Special Projects £ 186.00
St Luke’s Hospital, Hiranpur £ 2,104.00
Victoria House Party £ 150.00
YaC £ 32.00

NB. These figures have NOT yet been reconciled with the Janu-
ary Bank Statement as the deadline for “CONTACT” magazine
means that this data has to be submitted before the end of the
month

The Finance Team
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I am the 
resurrection
and the life....

FUNERALS

Jeanette Cousar, 25/11/17    

*Grace Cameron, 11/12/17

*Mary (Molly) Hay, 22/12/17  

*Agnes Smith, 4/1/18   

Margaret McGimpsey, 

*Anna Robertson, 9/1/18     

Marion Mitchell, 15/1/18    

Joan Goddard, 15/1/18  

* denotes member or adherent       
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BIRTHDAY WISHES 
Congratulations and best wishes to-

2017

Mrs Maisie Roger who was 90 in Dec

& Mrs Mary Hicks who was 96

2018

Madge Hutchinson who was 96 in Jan 










