
Contact Magazine                                 
APRIL  2020 

 

CONTACT MAGAZINE  April 2020 

FROM THE MANSE . . . 
"Together, to share the love of Jesus and make disciples 

through prayer, worship, learning and example,  
reaching out to our community and beyond, with a  

vision for the future." 
Fullarton Parish Church Manse, 48 Waterside Irvine.  

 
 Dear Friends, some snippets from my annual report with a 
little more: 
 
Big Picture: Since returning to our fresh buildings 4 years ago 
we’ve seen a continual rise in service attendees and 2019 saw a 
notable spurt in new members & adherents. Connexions open dai-
ly as a hospitable thoroughfare for caring relationships is   growing 
a large ‘soft fringe’ of people involved in our caring     community, 
some of whom want to explore faith in Christ. The Learning  Com-
munities material has helped us become even more focussed on 
sharing Jesus’ Love & ‘apprenticing’ people in Christ. 30 people 
are completing their 18 month Grow Group journey in Spiritual 
Leadership and 2 new groups will enter the same growing       pro-
cess. We pray that, with a servant heart, graduates will       pas-
sionately continue on into positive roles & responsibilities.  
 
I’m grateful to the numerous teams that make up Fullarton Church 
& Connexions, freeing me to focus on supporting & encouraging 
leaders of our teams (e.g. Kirk Session, Pastoral Care, Worship, 
Music, Alpha, Grub n Gospel, Teen Challenge, Action Group, 
Phase 2, YaC & Sports, etc). I’m now Presbytery’s Pioneer       
Ministries Implementation Group team leader, which will demand 
more of my time as we grow a more outward looking, mission 
minded & disciple making presbytery and facilitate new pioneer 
ministries to help us plant new expressions of church. Fullarton 
has an important task, along with other congregations, in sowing 
some of our own pioneers into this planting process.  
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 Gaps: We congratulate Mike Rennie on 25 years as our dedicated 
treasurer & welcome Sandy Dickson into the role. We salute Lind-
sey Forsyth for her 10 years of faithful & fruitful service as our 
Youth & Community Development Worker, wishing her well in    
pastures new. This has left a gap, which we hope to fill by end of 
year, once funding is sourced.  
 
 
Till then the Gate drop-ins are in mothballs, as are Messy Church & 
Encounter, until we find teams ready to take them on. Thank you 
Wendy Johnston for previously leading us in Messy Church. We 
continue to advertise for a part time Youth Pastor to help us Grow 
Young (please pray) and help in re-establishing these outreaches.  
 
Phase 2: With a feasibility study & business plan we now seek  
support from Fullarton members & adherents and major funders to 
see what level of support we can realise for an extension to       
Connexions. The extent of this replacement of YaC’s Gate (Wilson   
Fullarton Ch) & new sports’ space will depend on how much God 
provides. Within 3 years we should be able to build something new 
to enhance the growing outreach of Connexions.  
 
Family on Mission: The streaming of services has allowed us to 
weekly reach 450 - 750 people and, via Alpha Course services,   
enabled us to share the Good News with friends & family who didn’t 
manage in person but watched from a distance. It thrills me to see 
such a welcoming, inclusive & diverse bunch that make up the    
Fullarton Family. Indeed, I have a skip in my step each time I enter 
Sunday services! In managing, encouraging, enabling & leading our 
Fullarton ‘Family on Mission’, my focus is very much on                
apprenticing others in Christ and encouraging the young to step up 
to be today’s church, not just tomorrow’s. Thank you for the         
important part you all play in the Fullarton Team! Father, Son & Ho-
ly Spirit, lead on!  
 
Yours fellow minister and friend 

Neil 
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A note from the trainee minister….. 
 

It is hard to believe, but by the time you read this article, I will have 
less than 5 months remaining of my placement at Fullarton Parish 
Church.  As the saying goes… ‘time flies when you are having fun’. 
 
My time at Fullarton so far has been very busy and it has been my 
aim, with the help of Neil, to experience as much as possible of the 
life of a minister, and to learn from these experiences.  I have been 
fortunate to participate in as many aspects of Sunday worship as 
possible and I have really appreciated and benefitted from these 
experiences.  I have also had the great privilege of visiting people 
in their homes, in hospitals and in care homes. It has been so    
interesting hearing the life stories of so many remarkable          
characters. 
 
The weekly calendar at Fullarton ConneXions is generally packed 
with activities and so far, I have managed to experience Sunday 
Morning Worship, Sunday Evening Worship, Worship in Fullarton 
Care Home, school assemblies, and meetings of The Guild, Grub 
n’ Gospel, Action Group, Boy’s Brigade, Kirk Session, Fullarton 
ConneXions Management Team, Worship Team and Presbytery.  I 
have also helped with Blythswood Shoebox Packing, led Seasons 
for Growth Home Groups and participated in street evangelism 
with ‘The Turning’  In addition, it has also been my honour to     
conduct a number of parish funerals – both for Fullarton Parish 
Church and also for Dreghorn and Springside Parish Church. 
 
There is still much to do, and people and organisations to visit, in 
the next few months but every minute of my time at Fullarton     
Parish Church has been such a blessing and will be a great help to 
me as I seek to become and Ordained Local Minister.  I know that 
God has a plan for me, and it will be so exciting to discover what 
that plan is. 
 
Many thanks for being part of my journey. 
God’s richest blessings, David. 
(dhume@churchofscotland.org.uk; 07858 966367) 

 

mailto:dhume@churchofscotland.org.uk
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Impossible 
It's impossible to find any other 
who could suffer, die, 
be resurrected, 
and give an eternal gift 
to humankind. 
That's Jesus. 
That's Easter. 
 
By Joanna Fuchs 

 
 

We at Fullarton church/connexions have followed      
Government and Church of Scotland advice about      
social distancing in view of the current Covid19 situation 
so all gatherings including services of worship and the 
Annual Stated Meeting are suspended till further notice. 
Here is the link to see the live stream services https://
www.facebook.com/FindingFullartonsFuture   even if 
you are not on Facebook. You can access it at 10.30 on 
Sunday. 
 
We will endeavour to have weekly service sheet which 
will be  available online on 
 https://www.facebook.com/FindingFullartonsFuture   
 
 or on https://www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk/news/ 
 
We will also send out to all on the Church Roll, who 
have valid e mail addresses. Iif you would like to update 
e mail address;:secretary@fullartonchurch.co.uk 
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ConneXions Report - April 2020 

 
At the time of writing, the whole country is in the midst of a period 
of uncertainty surrounding the Coronavirus pandemic, which has 
shut down a number of countries and impacted massively on econ-
omies, businesses and institutions. It remains to be seen how this 
will effect ConneXions going forward but as I write, we are open for 
business as usual. Albeit having suffered a growing    number of 
cancellations. The NHS, who are one of our biggest   clients for 
corporate bookings, have cancelled all public gatherings for the 
next few weeks, into April, and others such as Age Scotland and 
Weight Watchers have also taken the decision to close their groups 
down for the time being. We continue to take a day at a time and 
keep a close eye on the latest developments in official  advice and 
guidance handed down from the Scottish and UK    governments, 
the Church of Scotland and the Presbytery. We are aware that 
many people are feeling uncertain about the next few weeks, fright-
ened about their or their loved-ones’ health and we wish to assure 
everyone that we are taking all the appropriate steps to prevent the 
spread of Coronavirus as far as is humanly possible. This involves 
an extra concerted effort to maintain an   extremely high standard 
of cleanliness in and around the building, taking extra care to wipe 
down door handles and light switches with anti-bacterial wipes and 
bleaching floors and surfaces. 
 
Our January and February turnover was 64% higher than the     
corresponding months of 2019, which has allowed us some  
breathing space if March and April’s figures are down, so will not 
prevent us from carrying out the subsidised activities and            
facilitating groups on the community rate to help serve the most 
vulnerable members of our local community. We continue to see 
donations of food coming in so that we are able to always have a 
small amount of provision for people who are desperately in need 
and unable to get to a foodbank.  
 

We now are closed due to coronavirus 
On the same theme, we are in the process of setting up a food dis-
tribution services in partnership with the Fullarton Hub and the CO-

https://www.facebook.com/FindingFullartonsFuture
https://www.facebook.com/FindingFullartonsFuture
https://www.facebook.com/FindingFullartonsFuture
https://www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk/news/service-sheet-for-sunday-22-march/
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  Meetings with partners from other organisations and agencies, 
as well as volunteers are ongoing and we hope to be able to 
shed more light on this project in the next report.  
 
We are continually on the lookout for more volunteers to help run 
the facility, which is increasingly busy, so if this is something you 
feel you could help with, please do get in touch. In particular, we 
are looking for some evening caretakers, individuals (or perhaps 
a couple of people) who are prepared to give up one evening a 
week to look after the building and our visitors. There are        
vacancies on various evenings and Saturday daytimes once a 
month for a caretaker as well as needing a team of 3-4            
individuals to volunteer one hour to help put out chairs in the 
Sanctuary on a Saturday evening, ready for the Sunday morning 
service. We encourage collaboration so the more people         
involved the further the workload can be spread, maybe there is 
a couple of friends who you can come with and have some fun 
together in the process, or a couple who you can give up your 
time but still spend time together, we would love to hear from 
you. 
Social events for the volunteers will be taking place in the      
coming months, including a quiz night, and we are also now 
starting some of our volunteers on an official mentoring scheme, 
to help them get the best out of their volunteering experience. 
This is proving to be a way of helping people set goals for    
themselves and holding them accountable to achieving them 
through peer-to-peer support. We hope that this is also a step 
forward in embracing discipleship in volunteers, helping them 
grow in or develop their faith for those who profess one, or begin 
to understand more about the Christian faith for those who do 
not yet, in either case helping them take steps closer to Jesus.  
 
Ashley Vaughan 
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This month’s Spotlight is on:  
  Nathan Dawkins 

 
Nathan is a local man who comes to ConneXions once a 
week to help with cleaning and caretaking on a Tuesday. 
He is extremely diligent and conscientious, taking great 

pride in all his tasks and is always joyful.  
Nathan was the first of our volunteers to begin on the 

mentoring scheme and is developing his skills with the 

help and support of Stuart Docherty. Since joining us at 

ConneXions, Nathan has been attending regular Sunday 

worship at Fullarton Parish Church, which he really      

enjoys          
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Data Protection  at Fullarton  

If Contact is delivered to your door your name and address are on 
the circulation list. This may seem obvious but we are obliged to 
point it out under the terms of the Data Protection Act 1998 and 
General Data Protection Regulation 2016. 
Fullarton Parish Church is committed to protecting your privacy 
and safeguarding your personal data. We are registered with the 
Information Commissioner through the umbrella registration of the 
Presbytery of Irvine and Kilmarnock and strive to comply fully with 
data protection law. We shall use the information you have        
provided for distributing Contact; if you are a member or adherent 
you have probably also given us your telephone or mobile number 
and/or your e-mail address so that we can contact you if           
necessary. We keep this information in accordance with our       
Privacy and Data Protection Policies. We shall only keep the data 
for as long as necessary.  
If any of the information we hold is out of date please inform the 
Church Secretary  

 

 
PASTORAL CARE TEAM 
We as a team entirely depend on you, the members, telling us 
when   members of your family and friends are ill, or in hospital, 
or even when they would like a visit. 
This is a list of the team members and we ask you to please    
contact any one of us if you need our help: 
Kate Gibson (Team Leader): 276148 
Jean Wyllie (Secretary): 274345 
Sandra Deeprose: 01292 315169 
Margaret Elliott: 214433 
May Elliot: 471660 
Pam Hutcheson: 311933 
Janet Kennedy: 275574 
Ann Wood: 279546 
Christine O’May: 215960 
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Excerpt from the newspaper clip. handed in to 
church by  
Neville Ramsay 
 
 
Romance which began behind the battlefields in Italy has brought 
wedding bells for an Ayrshire minister, now serving as an army 
chaplain, and a Greenock nursing sister. The story of the romance 
was revealed by an announcement of the wedding in St. Au-
gustine's Garrison church, Bari. Italy, on February 3 of Captain the 
reverend Angus McDonald Nicolson H.L.I.) and sister Helen Logan 
Tochar,Q.A.I.M.N.S. 
Captain Nicolson, 31 year old Glasgow university graduate, is   
minister of Fullarton church, Irvine-his first charge, to which he was  
inducted in June1938. His parents home is at 614 Pollokshaws 
Road , Glasgow. Sister Tochar;’s home is in Greenock. 
The couple first met in Italy , and their wedding in Bari, was a     
war-time occasion.. 
After the wedding ceremony, they were piped to their waiting army 
truck amid a shower of improvised confetti. And after a wedding 
reception, held in a hotel, they left in a jeep for their honeymoon. 
 
Desert Veteran 
Captain Nicolson became a chaplain to the forces in March 1940, 
and he has seen service in the western desert, Sicily, Italy,     Yu-
goslavia, and Greece. 
He was educated at Strathbungo School, and Albert academy, and 
at Glasgow University and  Trinity College. Before becoming a  
minister of Fullarton Church, Irvine he served as an assistant to the 
Rev. W.R.Kerr, Perceton and Dreghorn, and  later to the Rev. 
Charles McKinnon, St. Paul's (Outer High) Church, Glasgow. 
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Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. 
Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the 

LORD your God is with you wherever you go." 

Joshua 1:9 
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We Are Praying For You 
Coronavirus: a message from Tearfund’s CEO 

Tearfund is praying for you and all our supporters during this time of great 

uncertainty. You mean so much to us and we are deeply grateful for your 

ongoing support.          

 As you would expect, Tearfund is currently assessing how coronavirus is 

affecting the world’s poorest and most vulnerable communities. We are looking 

carefully at how we can best support our locally based partners and churches to 

make a meaningful, sustained response to this pandemic. As always, we are 

spending time in prayer, asking for God’s protection and his wisdom to deal with 

this unprecedented global situation. We would greatly value your prayers in the 

weeks and months ahead.         

 We have a faithful God who cares .It’s understandable that many of us 

feel anxious during times like this. At the time of writing more than 169,000   

people have tested positive for coronavirus globally. We’ve all heard or read 

frightening estimates of the number of people who could die; and naturally, we 

are all concerned for our loved ones.       

  ‘Do not fear, for I am with you.’  (Isaiah 41:10)                                 

It is important to remember we have a God who loves and cares for us. He has 

told us, ‘Do not fear, for I am with you’ (Isaiah 41:10). We can have courage 

when faced with the fear of the unknown, because we trust in an all-knowing 

God who has promised to be with us wherever we go (Joshua 1:9).   

 At a recent Tearfund Prayer Day, we received a prophetic word about the 

ship that leaves a safe harbour to go out into rough waters, with the promise that 

our Lord will be with us.  
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This feels very real as I write to you today. And it is a huge encouragement to 

me personally to have the reassurance that Jesus is Immanuel, God with us. 

 Caring for the most vulnerable . In these uncertain times, I can assure 

you that Tearfund's work will continue through our amazing network of          

courageous, caring Christian partners and churches around the world. I am   

daring to dream that this could be the opportunity in our generation for the 

church to be known globally for its brave and compassionate response, putting 

the needs of others before our own, just as Jesus did. We know this is possible. 

We see acts of heroic love every day in the countries where we work.  

   Just the other day, I was in touch with a colleague who has been visiting 

our projects in Ethiopia. They told me, ‘We are seeing that the poor and most 

vulnerable people have new-found hope as the church has reached out to their 

neighbours. The amazing transformation that is taking place in   communities 

because churches are being a catalyst for change astounds me!’    

 ‘In these uncertain times, I can assure you that Tearfund's work will    

continue through our amazing network of courageous, caring Christian partners 

and churches around the world.’ We are doing all we can to make sure we can 

continue to follow Jesus where the need is greatest, bringing practical help and 

powerful hope to the most vulnerable people, just as we have been doing for 

over 50 years. This is only possible because of the prayers and gifts of people 

like you.           

 In the coming months, we may need to ask you again to dig deep to ena-

ble us to continue meeting the needs of the world’s poorest communities. I can 

assure you we will only do this when it is genuinely necessary. Myself and my 

whole team at Tearfund will be digging deep into our own reserves of time,   

energy and resources to enable our vital work to continue. 
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energy and resources to enable our vital work to continue.   

 Caring for ourselves and our neighbours At Tearfund, we encourage 

you to love others by taking wise steps to prevent the coronavirus from    

spreading. Many of us will need to self-isolate at some point. Please know we 

are praying that you will know God’s presence with you. We are looking at     

producing some resources to encourage people who can’t get to church, and to 

support church leaders. Please keep an eye on our website for updates in the 

coming weeks.          

 ‘Please know we are praying that you will know God’s presence with 

you.’            

 If you are able to support others around you, we hope you’ll join us in 

looking out for our neighbours: those who live nearby as well as our global 

neighbours living in the places of greatest need. Let me close by reminding 

you that we are here for you. If you wish to talk, or would like someone to 

pray with you, please feel free to call us on 020 3906 3906 or email us 

at info@tearfund.org.                             

God bless you and your loved ones,               Ni-

gel Harris 

CEO, Tearfund 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@tearfund.org
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Thank you for the lovely house plant for my recent birthday, it was 
really appreciated. 
Kind regards  
Laurence Kennedy 

 
I would like to thank the Fullarton Family for the lovely plant I 
received for my birthday It is very much appreciated.       
 May Belsey. 
 
Thank you for the beautiful plant and the best wishes that I         
received on my birthday. They were much appreciated. 
Marion Davis 
 
Thank you very much for the lovely plant which I received for my 
birthday. Your kind thoughts are much appreciated. 
Thanks again 
Mrs Margaret Meek 
 
Thank you very much for the lovely plant  and best wishes I         
received on my birthday 
Andrew Martin 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Birthday Congratulations to - 

 

Mrs Helen McDowell was 96 recently 
Mrs Jane Ross was 91 
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Weekend away at Gowanbank 
 

Gowanbank was a wee bit quieter this year - well when I say quieter - I 
mean less folk were there. Our dear brother John Simpson was in   
attendance and Ron Graham was still shaking the entire building when 
he sneezed, so the noise levels weren’t too different. No threats of 
swift and violent retribution for snoring this year mind you. Well done 
oor Sonia for prayerfully negotiating the choppy sea of working out 
who was sharing which room. 
It was lovely to see some new faces in the place as well. We had 
some friends and folk from the badminton club with us. All very       
welcome and wondering what they’d gotten themselves into on the  
Friday night when each game got a little sillier than the last.                  
I remember that feeling from last year. 
Dorothy and volunteers did a sterling job of the cooking and looking 
after us all weekend, for which she deserves a long lie down and a spa 
day for her hard work. Note for Neil to get the big purse oot. A special 
shout out for Sheena’s vegetarian papaya and lentil curry. Capital      
D-lishus. Gets the Big Sanny seal of approval that does.  
The talking fast is always a good way to start the days. I was reflecting 
on the book of Malachi in my morning reading and found the          
workshops very in keeping with the book. Isn’t it funny how the Holy 
Spirit often knits together the thoughts of our devotions into the activity 
of the day. 
I reading the section following God calling out the people of Judah for 
their lacklustre worship and general apathy. In response Malachi tells 
us “…those who feared the Lord talked with each other, and the Lord 
listened and heard…”On the day when I act,” says the Lord Almighty, 
“they will be my treasured possession”.     
           This fitted in amazingly well with the workshops. In one 
session Claire invited us to look at how the brain functions during pray-
er. The “Guid Reverend” Neil took folk outside to pray around the sur-
roundings. Peter run a cracking session on missionary outreach, ask-
ing us to pray for missionaries in challenging circumstances. The 4th 
session was with Ian in the lounge where, like Judah, we sat and 
talked and prayed together about our church in God’s presence. I’m 
sure God listened and heard all of this. How treasured we are by him.  
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The weather was wild, but an undaunted few headed out on        
Saturday afternoon to tackle some local walks. I can’t say much 
more about that, except they seemed to enjoy themselves. Ron and 
I had secured a couch by the fire for the afternoon. An additional 
wee squad of likeminded lazybones’ blethered, played guitar and 
generally enjoyed being at Gowanbank.                                                
More carry on and laughs on Saturday talent night with comedy 
sketches, some songs, and even a magic trick. It was smashin 
watching everyone having a good time.                                           
Sunday service in the ‘Big Hoose’ was lovely and Sheena’s report 
on her India trip was fascinating, challenging and touching. What 
amazing things are happening on the other side of the world. We’re 
so blessed to be connected with Liz & Shubro and also to have a 
fine sister like lovely Sheena who is willing to dedicate time to this 
Kingdom work.                                                                                          
So on that note, it was over for another year. Back home with this 
snapshot of fellowship in the church on holiday together.            
Challenged with the vision of taking worship and the gospel into our 
communities. Reminded to reach out in prayer across the globe to 
those working in foreign countries.  

Aye. It was a great wee weekend away. 

Sandy McFadyean 
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April  
Palm Sunday    
Sunday 5th 10.30am Morning Service: Rev Neil. Jesus Meets 3.
   6.30pm Evening Service: Alan Campbell. 
      
Easter Sunday  
Sunday 12th  10.30am All-Age Easter Sunday: Rev Neil.  
   6.30pm Evening Service: David Hume. ’I Am’ 5 
Thursday 16th 6.30pm Kirk Session Meeting. CANCELLED  
 
Sunday 19th  10.30am Morning Service: David Hume. All-Age 
     Communion. Explore Sunday. 
   6.30pm  Evening Service: Ashley Vaughan. 
     ‘I Am ‘ 6   . 
Sunday 26th 10.30am Morning Service: Rev Neil. Lord’s Prayer 1 
   6.30pm Praise Night : Esther Vaughan.’I am ‘ 7 
     . 
May 
 
Sunday 3rd 10.30am Morning Service: Joan Campbell  

     Lord’s Prayer  2 “     
   6.30pm Evening Service: Fiona McBride .James 1 
Sunday 10th 10.30am Morning Service: Rev. Neil. Lord’s Prayer3 
   3pm  Comfy Communion 
    6.30pm Evening Service: David Hume. James  2
            Communion .           
Sunday 17th 10.30am Morning Service: Rev. Neil. and Stuart     
     Forsyth. Sports Sunday 
       6.30pm Evening Service: Sandy McFadyean. 
                                             James 3 
Sunday 24th 10.30am Morning Service: Rev Neil . Lord’s Prayer 
     4. 
   6.30pm Evening Service: David Hume. James 4 
Sunday 31st  10.30am    Morning Service:  David Hume , Lord’s      
     Prayer 5       
  
 

Forthcoming Services     
April 2020/June 



 

CONTACT MAGAZINE  April 2020 
Page 18 

          6.30pm Praise Night : Rev. Neil. James 5  
     
June 
 Sunday 7th 10.30am  Morning  Service: Ashley Vaughan Lord’s   
     Prayer 7.      
   6.30pm Evening Service: Joan Campbell. James 6. 
Sunday 14th 10.30am Morning Service:Rev. Neil. Lord’s Prayer 7.
     Communion, New Members. Baptisms 
   6.30pm Evening Service:  David Hume  James 7. 
Sunday 21st 10.30am Morning Service: Rev. Neil. Tearfund. . 
    6.30pm Evening Service: Fiona McBride. James 8. 
 
Nursing Home-name services at Cedars and Acorn or  
Skye and Iona. Please note new time of 2pm.  
Cancelled due to coronavirus 
 
You can also check the Website for any other events 
in Fullarton  Connexions,  
at Fullarton conneXions.co.uk /latest/events calendar 
 
Did you know?????........... 
that Fullarton Parish Church are part of a group of local churches in      
Ayrshire who (twice a year) provide a floral display for the chapel within 
Cross house Hospital. Our church has been part of this important ministry 
for a number of years now. 
Maybe if you are up visiting a loved one, relative, or friend, you could pop 
into the chapel and see if the flowers on display are from Fullarton Parish 
Church. There is usually a card telling you which church has donated the 
flowers. You may just happen to visit the chapel on one of the two dates 
each year that Fullarton Parish  flowers are on display . 

 

 
 

 

 Covid-19 / Coronavirus has rendered much of the con-
tent out of date. However, please keep checking the 
website & Connexions Facebook page for  updates on 
travelling through the pandemic together.  
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Follow our Sunday Focus  each week 
  
Lord’s Prayer (LP) 

1.     Why Pray? “Lord, teach us to pray” / 
2.     Adoration - “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name” / 
3.     Petition - “Give us  this day our daily bread” / 
4.     Intercession - “Your Kingdom Come” / 
5.     Unanswered Prayer - “Your Will be done” / 
6.     Contemplation - “On earth as it is in heaven” / 
7.     Listening - “Give us this day our daily bread” / 
8.     Spiritual Warfare - “Deliver us from evil" 

  
The Seven “I Am” Sayings of Jesus in John’s Gospel 
5. “I am the resurrection and the life” – John 11:25 
6. “I am the way, the truth and the life” – John 14:6 
7. “I am the true vine” – John 15:1, 5 
  
James (J) 

1.     Greetings, Trials and Temptations (1:1-18) 
2.     Listening and Doing (1:19-27) 
3.     Favoritism Forbidden (2:1-13) 
4.     Faith and Deeds (2:14-26)  
5.     Taming the Tongue (3:1-12)  
6.     Two Kinds of Wisdom (3:13-18) 
7.     Warning against Worldliness (ch. 4)  

Quarrelsomeness (4:1-3) 
Spiritual Unfaithfulness (4:4) 
Pride (4:5-10) 
Slander (4:11-12) 
Boasting (4:13-17)  

8.     Warning to Rich Oppressors (5:1-6) 
9.     Final Exhortations (5:7-20) 

Concerning Patience in Suffering (5:7-11) 
Concerning Oaths (5:12) 
Concerning the Prayer of Faith (5:13-18) 
Concerning Those Who Wander from the Truth 
(5:19-20) 
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Cafe Solace continues on a  
Tuesday evening from  

5pm - 7.30pm,  
where you can get a 3 course  

dinner for less than £2.  
Unbeatable value and great 
company. 

Connexions  
Community Cafes  

on  
Tuesdays  

and  
Saturdays from  

10.30 - 2pm  
  
 Come along and bring your 

family and friends for coffee and 
cake, or lunches and a wee play 
in the soft play! You should be 

able to get a parking space and 
a table no bother!? 
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Fullarton  

 Connexions  

Toddler Group 

On Mondays  
1pm – 2.45pm  

Bring your little 
ones along to have fun playing with 

toys and making friends. En- joy a cup-
pa for the adults and a snack and drink 
for the children and get to know other lo-

cal Mums and Dads. 

£2   Suggested  
donation per family. 

 
                                                    

Wednesday  
Prayer  

Breakfast  
7-8 a.m. 

ALL WELCOME 
At Fullarton 

 Connexions 

Live Streaming 
Our morning services and monthly 'praise services' (last 
Sunday in month) are now being streamed live via our      
Fullarton Connexions  Facebook Page. This is allowing   
people, unable to join us on Sundays, to still worship God 
along with us. If you prefer not to be caught on  camera, 
seating behind the 5th row (from the front) is not covered by 
the cameras. Thank you for your cooperation with this   
sharing of our services beyond Connexions' walls 
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 ConneXions Money Matters Report 2020 
 

“Show me the money!” 
Some of us save it. Some of us spend it. Most of us wish we had more!  
Generally we don’t like talking about it - but let’s make an exception here! 
The money in this case is not mine, it’s the money that has come in, (and 
is going out again), through our Non Profit Making Social Enterprise and 
Outreach arm of Fullarton Parish Church - Fullarton ConneXions. 
  
We describe Fullarton ConneXions as “a caring crossroads for church 
and community” providing opportunities for people to come together, 
build community around shared goals, and take steps closer to finding 
faith in Jesus. So making money is not our goal - but this money is what 
allows us to reach out and be a blessing to others. 
  
Fullarton ConneXions, open Mon - Sat, provides room letting for a wide 
range of groups, in our wide range of rooms, on a 3 tier pricing scale. 
Commercial/community/charity rates allow small startup groups to try out 
their ideas and build up gradually, as well as more established          
commercial groups to use the facilities regularly. The list of user groups 
is long and very varied meaning that the average number of people using 
the building in a week is 1106 at the last count (November 2019) though 
it may be more now.  
In 2019 Room Letting brought in £ 53,190  
  
There are a number of groups who are fully supported by ConneXions 
and do not pay formal room let, e.g. Grub and Gospel, Alpha course, 
Toddler group, BB, Owlets, Teen Challenge, Blythswood Care, Card & 
Craft Group, and the Quilters.  
  
We also provide catering for meetings and conferences for up to 200 
people.  
In 2019 Catering brought in £19,525 
  
The Community Cafe is on Tuesdays and Saturdays, staffed largely by 
volunteers. 
In 2019 the Cafe brought in £35,062 
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Speaking of volunteers - we could not run at all without the faithful       
service of over 100 volunteers in a wide variety of roles including cafe, 
cleaning, care-taking, admin, sound technicians, bakers, soup makers 
and people just willing to lend a hand with whatever needs done today! 
In 2016 when we opened, everyone was a volunteer, but very quickly 
demand increased and we realised that paid staff were going to be    
essential. It has been a delight to employ a number of people who     
began as volunteers and are now staff members in some cases bringing 
them back into employment after a long gap. 
  
Now to the out goings! 
We now employ 6 part time, local, members of staff who are fully 
funded by money raised in ConneXions. Faye, Lee, Josh and Adrian 
work in the kitchen. Stuart is our weekday caretaker/cleaner and Ste-
phen is our Saturday evening cleaner. With payroll costs, PAYE and 
pensions contributions etc., 
In 2019 staff costs paid by ConneXions amounted to £30,500 
  
Ashley and Esther our job share Development Coordinators cover a 
full time post and are currently funded by Go For It and Robertson Trust 
but our aim is to be able to eventually cover their role too. (£24,000 per 
year.) 
  
In 2019 we were able to contribute £6,409 to the Phase 2 Sports and 
Youth Space Project which all came from the cafe money, after        
expenses and staff costs etc. had been deducted.  
  
In 2019 we contributed (£17,800) to the Youth and Community      
Project, supporting Lindsey’s part time role working with young people. 
This was largely from the room lets for the dance schools and slimming 
world using the buildings every week. 
  
Running costs  - if you add up the proportion that we pay towards bin 
collection; water rates; heating and lighting; telephone and internet;    
annual maintenance of  fire alarms, fire extinguishers, intruder alarm  
and CCTV; wear and tear; office costs, cleaning supplies, toilet rolls and 
hand towels; window cleaning and insurance .. the totals are scary!   
In 2019 this amounted to £24,700  
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For 2020 to streamline things we have established a more formal  
agreement with the Fullarton Parish Finance Team to pay £1050 per 
month to cover a percentage of the above costs - with an annual     
review and adjustment as needed. 
  
With a turnover of income of £113,500 (excluding funding received) 
we are now officially a medium sized business and the accountants 
who came in to train staff on a new accounting system called Xero  
were very impressed with the systems already in place and how things 
were being managed. (Well done Esther and Joy - our treasurer/
accountant!) 
 
So in summary, 2019 has been a great year for ConneXions. We 
have been busy, bookings have increased, expenses have decreased 
and we are delighted to have a healthy balance that would cover    
running costs for three months, as per normal financial practice. 
  
Much more important than the bank balance though is that we have 
seen God at work as we get to know new volunteers, as we serve 
alongside each other, as we “go the extra mile” to be distinctive and 
provide loving service to everyone who comes into the building.  
As we have been hearing on Sundays lately, if we are to be a “Family 
on a Mission” it is all about relationships - with God (up), with each 
other (in) and with those who have not yet heard that they are beloved 
children of God (out). ConneXions, the building, and the social          
enterprise, is a wonderful asset which draws people in giving us all   
opportunities that God can use to help us grow into His family.  
  
Our real mission…(if we choose to accept it!) is to bring folk to Jesus 
who gives the sense of identity, be-
longing and purpose that so many of 
us long for.  
 
Dorothy Urquhart 
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Monthly  Finance Matters 
At the end of February, the Offerings for 2020 were £1,403 or 9.40% more than 
those received to the end of February 2019 : 
 

 
 
 
 

Better still, at the end of February, our Offerings were £1,566 or 10.61 % ahead 
of Budget. We are most grateful to EVERYONE who continues to support 
Fullarton in this way.  
Details of the various miscellaneous donations gratefully received during Febru-
ary (excluding those for the Major Buildings Fund or ConneXions Café ) are 
shown below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
NB. The above figures have been reconciled with the February 2020 Bank State-
ment. As the deadline for printing this edition of “CONTACT” magazine was ear-
lier than usual, it was not possible to show the figures to the end of March, 
2020. 
 
The Finance Team 
 

 
 

Offerings to 29th February, 2020 £ 16.324 

Offerings to 28th February, 2019 £ 14.921 

  Purpose   Amount 

        

  Away Weekend £ 786.00 

  Blythswood Care £ 60.00 

  The Leprosy Mission £ 80.80 

  Fountain Magazine £ 8.00 

  Home Groups’ Books £ 5.00 

  Life & Work £ 72.80 

  Loudoun Montgomery Scripture Union £ 25.00 

  Ludhiana £ 11.00 

  Special Purposes £ 88.29 

  Printing £ 35.00 

  St Luke’s Hospital, Hiranpur £ 1,599.00 

  Zambia Appeal ( TEARFund ) £ 50.00 
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WEDNESDAY PACKERS – MARCH UPDATE 

 
Last month we were delighted to welcome a 
Blythswood Care friend from Serbia to update us 
on what is happening in his part of the world.  
Pastor Dragisa, along with his wife, Nada, spoke 
to 30 friends who gathered in Fullarton Hall to 
hear what is going on in Serbia today.  Sadly, much of the poverty 
and immigration issues are still enormous burdens.  Nevertheless 
Dragisa’s enthusiasm, commitment and energy for bringing Christ’s 
message in word and practical help is as strong as ever.  He          
enthralled us with stories of how the love of Christ overcomes      situ-
ations which seem hopeless. 
 
One issue he repeatedly highlighted as absolutely fundamental to his 
work was the impact that the gift of a filled shoebox at Christmas time 
makes on the recipients.  Indeed, Dragisa sees that as a cornerstone 
of taking the Christian message into the most difficult of places that 
other aid cannot reach. 
 
He’s now back home in Serbia and reporting he’s distributing 20,000 
copies of the New Testament and gospel literature in the eastern part 
of Serbia this month.  He asks for our prayers in support of this      
mission. 
 
Locally, the Packers are now into our new routine of sorting donated 
items for Moldova.  The pile of filled cartons ready for transport is 
growing and a full container load is expected to be reached shortly. 
 
As always, we are most grateful for all donations of clothes, shoes, 
bedding, curtains, household items, books, bric à brac, pots & pans 
and bicycles to sustain this effort of showing practical Christian love to 
unknown brothers and sisters.    
 
We also would welcome YOUR help in the work and fellowship on a 
Wednesday between 10am to 12.30pm.  It would be good to have 
your company. 
CLOSED DUE TO CORONAVIRUS 
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FUNERALS 
“I am the resurrection and the life.....” 

 
29th February: Allan Alexander 
         James Horan 
  * Member or Adherent 
 

  

 
 
BAPTISM 

 “The promise to you and your children”  
 
1st March—Lewis James Ingram, baby son of David and 
Lauren (DOB 25/08/19) 
 
 
. ACTION GROUP 
 
Haggis was the order of the day when we gathered for 
our mini Burns Supper on Saturday 1

st
 February.  We 

very much appreciated John Kerr’s excellent address to 
the haggis and thoroughly enjoyed Mary, Sheila and 
Tom’s lively entertainment. Thanks to Neil who joined us 
and to David Hume for saying Grace. From the feedback 
we received the evening was a great success. 
 
Sadly in view of the current health situation we are    
cancelling the Action Group dinners for the foreseeable 
future and will make contact when circumstances allow. 
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Please note 
The deadline for copy of the next issue of Contact  (JUNE 2020 ) 

Is Sunday 24th  MAY  
 

e-mail articles to secretary@fullartonchurch.co.uk by that date.  

Or in the Secretary’s Pigeon hole in the Church vestibule  
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At Fullarton we aim to meet the needs of all who attends. 

We want everyone to feel welcomed, included and part of       

Fullarton  regardless of hidden or visible disabilities, mental,  

emotional and  physical health problems. 

To be more inclusive and accessible some changes and             

adaptations may be required. 

Geri McLelland and Roisin Scrimshire have taken on the role of 

exploring this issue with the hope that improvements can be 

made. 

Any suggestions and comments, either general or personal,     

regarding this topic will be appreciated and treated in confidence. 

Fashion Show 

 
CANCELLED  

 
Unfortunately, it is with regret that Fullarton Guild have to advise 
you that, due to the Health Risk of the Coronavirus, our fundraising  
Fashion Show  on 1st April has been postponed until at least the 
Autumn. Refunds for any tickets purchased will be given.   
Catherine  Rennie  
Guild Co-ordinator  

 

CONTACT MAGAZINE  April 2020 Page 33 

FULLARTON  PARISH  CHURCH  
One Journey, Many Roads  

2019/20 Theme is “Companions on 
the Road”  

 
 
What’s Been Happening: 
 

 

On 27th January the speaker was unable to attend due to illness, so  
several of the ladies agreed to tell us about their holiday experiences.  
We were highly entertained by their memorable and funny holiday and 
honeymoon stories. 
On 3rd February we welcomed the trainee minister at Fullarton Church, 
David Hume, who gave us a most enjoyable talk about his journey to  
becoming a Local Ordained Minister.  
On 10th February we welcomed Jackie Wilson from Millport. She is BB 
Captain in Millport and Training Convener for North Ayrshire And Ayr 
Battalion. She stressed the Boys Brigade’s importance for young  boys 
both past and present and the link between the Guild and the BBs. 
On 17th February, Alex Hall was well enough to come along and gave a 
very informative talk on the history of the V.C. Alex is involved with the 
War Graves Charity.  
On 24th February, our speaker was the Provost of North Ayrshire, Ian 
Clarkson. He gave us a great insight into his busy life as Provost. 
On 2nd March, the speaker was Joan Campbell and her subject was 
Getting to know our Companions. She gave out a questionnaire to find 
out our personality and this caused a great deal of discussion and       
hilarity. 
On 9th March Squadron Leader Robert Somerville told us of his life as 
an RAF helicopter pilot, then as a trainer.  He spoke of his adventures all 
over the United Kingdom and the Falklands.  Since retiring he flies     hel-
icopters with the Air Cadets. 
 
Guild trip to Castle Douglas CANCELLED  

 

Fullarton Guild is now finished for the summer, and will restart in 

Monday 5
th
 October 2020 in Fullarton Hall.  

mailto:secretary@fullartonchurch.co.uk
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Here are all the numbers for the North Ayrshire region you 
need to either volunteer or ask for support. We hope this 
helps. We will also be bringing some more online  support 
over the coming weeks. Stay safe. 

Isaiah 41:10 
"Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your 
God. I will strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold 

you with My righteous right hand."  

 
 

Gowanbank  2020 
Fullarton  Weekend Away  

http://bible.cbn.com/#!/bible/nasb/23/41/10

