SEPTEMBER 2020

FROM THE MANSE
Rev. Neil Urquhart, Fullarton Parish
Church Manse, 48 Waterside, Irvine
“For God so loved the world
that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life.”

Dear Friends,
‘Apprehensive’ possibly best describes
our approaches to starting school,
phased returns to work, church services,
employment seeking, and finding a
positive ‘new norm’.
Apprehension is being ‘anxious or fearful
that something bad or unpleasant will
happen’ - "he felt apprehensive about
going home"; similar words are: anxious,
alarmed, worried, uneasy, nervous,
concerned, agitated, restless, on edge,
fidgety, tense, strained, stressed, neurotic,
panicky, afraid, scared, frightened, fearful,
terrified, on tenterhooks, trepidatious.
Apprehension relates to perception or
understanding. How we perceive, process
and understand our situation can have
numerous influences, including experience,
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personality, character, peers, family,
culture, etc. Here is where ‘trump truths’
stored in your heart, psyche and soul can
come into their own to wrestle fear to the
ground and face the present and future with
humble confidence. Here are some prime
promises to learn ‘off-by-heart’:
 “For God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life.” (John 3:16 / NIV)
 “For I know the plans I have for you,”
says the Lord. “They are plans for good
and not for disaster, to give you a future
and a hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11 / NLT)
 “And we know that in all things God
works for the good of those who love
him, who have been called according to
his purpose.” (Romans 8:28 / NIV)
September 2020 • Fullarton Contact

 “Do not be anxious about anything,
but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God. And the peace of God,
which transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7 / NIV)
SO HOW MIGHT I OVERCOME MY
APPREHENSION AND FEAR OF
DOING SOMETHING?
Know your topic and what it is you’re
going to do; Get organised, plan and
practise how you’re going to do it; List
and Challenge particular worries and
concerns; seek encouragement and
support from positive people who care,
whom you respect and can learn from;
Play your memorised ‘Trump Truth
Cards’; PRAY: be still, breathe deeply,
and allow God to weed out worry
and lead you in trust and confidence,
assured that He is in charge, loves you
deeply and dearly, and wants the Best
for you and yours. Sometimes, faced
with overwhelming fearful emotions,
www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk

medication from your doctor can help
calm and assure, along with the faith,
hope and love God provides. Also,
‘cognitive behavioural therapy’ (CBT)
offers helpful tools to manage and
process undue anxiety and fear.
It’s okay to be apprehensive about these
next steps into an unknown future,
indeed it is normal and natural! “Trust
God from the bottom of your heart; don’t
try to figure out everything on your own.
Listen for God’s voice in everything you
do, everywhere you go; he’s the one who
will keep you on track.” (Proverbs 3:5-6 /
MSG) Comprehensive?
This comes with all my love and prayers
for you and yours, that ‘together’ we will
continue to share Jesus Love and help
each other to grow up in Christ, reaching
out to our neighbourhoods and beyond,
with a vision for the future.
Your fellow minister and friend,
NEIL URQUHART
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A FINAL NOTE
FROM THE TRAINEE
MINISTER

At the moment, the details regarding my
ordination are still being finalised though
the plan is that it will take place at Alloway
Parish Church on 1st October. Sadly, as
a result of the restrictions of ‘lockdown’,
my ordination will only be attended by
a small number of people, though it will
be ‘live streamed’ – I will provide details
for the intimation sheet in due course.
As an Ordained Local Minister, I will
be deployed within Ayr Presbytery to
provide assistance to Rev. Neil McNaught,
minister of Alloway Parish Church.

It is with mixed feelings that I write
my final contribution for the Fullarton
Parish Church Magazine – great joy as I
recall the 12 months that I have spent on
placement with you, a degree of sadness
as I leave you, and huge excitement as I
look forward to my ordination and service
as an Ordained Local Minister.
When I joined you in August 2019, I
was a bit apprehensive stepping into the
‘unknown’ – this is just how it must feel
for all those coming to church for the
first time! I need not have worried!! I
was warmly welcomed by everyone at
Fullarton and soon felt quite at home.

Throughout my placement, I have had
the opportunity to be fully involved in
the life of FPC and have been able to
witness the role of ministry within a busy
and vibrant congregation – I am still
discovering activities at Fullarton that I
knew nothing about!
I have learned so much by being involved
in the life of FPC and I am grateful for
have been given these opportunities. I
have enjoyed my time with you greatly
and I am particularly indebted to Rev.
Neil for allowing me to be part of his
team – it cannot be easy to let a ‘student
minister’ loose on your congregation.
At this point, I would like to thank Neil
for his support, guidance, feedback and
friendship – this has been significant in
making my time at FPC so positive, and I
will be forever grateful.

PAGE 3

September 2020 • Fullarton Contact

In closing, and to summarise – I have
‘had a ball’ at FPC! I would like to thank
everyone for their welcome, their support
and encouragement, for your kind gift to
me and for your cards, messages and best
wishes. I will be back to visit to say ‘goodbye’
in person – and perhaps Neil might need
pulpit supply at some point! I will keep in
touch and look forward to hearing about
developments in the life of FPC.
Take care and God bless,
the soon to be…
REV. DR. DAVID HUME
DHume@churchofscotland.org.uk
07858 966367

www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk
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CONNEXIONS
CONTACT REPORT
This is the first report I have written since
March due to the ongoing impact of
COVID-19 and the closure of ConneXions
as a centre and enterprise for the last few
months. I trust that this finds you safe
and well. Staff have been on furlough
since April and are just now returning with
excited trepidation to their roles, albeit
on a reduced timetable. At the time of
writing, we are in the process of setting up
the building to be reopened to the public
(we hope) on Monday 31st August. There
are a large number of Is to dot and Ts to
cross, including introducing new measures
to make the building and each room within
safe from the spread of Coronavirus.
Whilst we are keen to get up and running
again and many of our groups and one-off
bookings are champing at the bit to return,
there are a number of considerations and
measures we have been working on to
ensure that our number one priority of
keeping everybody safe who enters the
building is attained. This has included
writing detailed policies and procedures,
risk assessments for the building as a whole
as well as each individual room, liaising with
our customers to work out how and when
they can best return to their activities. The
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capacity of ConneXions is greatly reduced
due to social distancing regulations, which
has involved having to move some groups
to bigger rooms and changing the times at
which they meet to accommodate as many
as we can, as safely as we can.
We are operating, as any other venue
is doing at this time, a Track and Trace
procedure which requires anyone entering
the building to give their name, address
and telephone number at reception upon
entering. Face coverings are a required
for walking through the building but may
be removed, so long as social distancing
measures are adhered to, once visitors are
in their allocated part of the building and
the doors to their room are closed to all not
involved in that meeting. Cafe users will be
able to remove their masks once sat at their
table, having ordered there food and drink.
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A number of hand sanitiser stations have
been placed around the building including
at the entrance and exit, and a one-way
system is now in place with the back
door (giving to the car park) being the
entrance and the front door (cafe end)
being the exit. This allows for visitors to
report directly to reception to give their
details for Trace and Trace.

As well as paid staff returning part-time,
we have had to rethink how we utilise
our volunteers going forward. With
social distancing to be a feature for some
time to come, we are having to be more
rigorous about sticking to a rota for
volunteers and working intentionally with
individuals for a couple of hours at a time.
Whether you have volunteered with us
before or not, if you are able and willing
to offer a couple of hours to assist with
some general cleaning or housekeeping
duties once a week or fortnight, please
feel free to get in touch and we will be
glad to hear from you.
ASHLEY VAUGHAN

We are communicating our new booking
policies to all user groups who wish to
resume their activities, and there is a
sense of trial and error in all that we
are doing to help things move forward.
Open and honest communication from
all angles is essential in moving things
forward. It remains to be seen what will
work and what will not at the present
time, so we ask for patience and good
grace as we negotiate tricky times as an
organisation, but also as a community.
www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk
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T H E R OA D O F FA IT H
SHINE YOUR LIGHT, O LORD,
SO THAT I MAY SEE,
JUST WHERE I AM HEADING
AND WHAT'S IN FRONT OF ME.
YOUR WORD IS THE LIGHT,
THE LAMP UNTO MY FEET.
IT MAY NOT LIGHT FAR AHEAD,
NOR SHOW ME WHERE IT'S STEEP.

This week, the UK press has drawn attention
to migrants crossing the English Channel.
There are currently 26 million refugees
around the world, half of which are children.
These are people who have been through
horrors that we can scarcely imagine.

BUT IT GIVES ENOUGH LIGHT
FOR EACH STEP I TAKE,
JUST ENOUGH TO SEE AHEAD,
ALONG THIS ROAD OF FAITH.

They have been forced from their homes
by conflict, persecution, disasters such as
floods and drought, and extreme poverty.
Many will have been separated from
loved ones; many will be traumatised and
grieving.

FOR THIS IS WHAT IT SURELY IS
AS WE WALK WITH JESUS CHRIST,
THE ROAD THAT WE ARE TRAVELLING ON
IS BY FAITH, NOT BY SIGHT.

If we cannot have compassion upon
refugees, we cannot call ourselves
Christians. If we do not help refugees, we
cannot call ourselves the church.

SO SHINE YOUR LIGHT, O LORD,
SO WE MAY SEE OUR WAY,
THOUGH YOU ONLY SHOW IN PART,
IT'S ENOUGH FOR EACH NEW DAY.

‘He defends the cause of the fatherless
and the widow, and loves the foreigner
residing among you, giving them food and
clothing.’ (Deuteronomy 10:18)

BY M.S.LOWNDES
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A PRAYER FOR REFUGEES
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Tearfund is working around the world to
help restore hope and dignity to refugees.
Please join us in praying for them.

www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk

PLEASE PRAY
God of love,
You are the God who takes
the side of the oppressed.
You are the God who is
close to the brokenhearted.
You are the God who raises
high the humble.
We pray for refugees around the world.
May they be welcomed with open arms.
May their needs for food, shelter,
clothing and love be met.
May their wounds – emotional
and physical – be healed.
We pray that the world
will hear their plight.
We pray that the world
will have compassion.
We pray that the world
will take action on their behalf.
In Jesus’ name, amen.
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PASTORAL CARE
DURING LOCKDOWN

The Pastoral Care Team entirely depend
on you, the Fullarton Family, to keep us
informed of members of your family or
friends who are ill, would like to receive
a phone call, church card, or in need of
prayer support – especially during these

KEEPING IN CONTACT WITH OTHERS!
The Pastoral Care Team have been busy
over the months of lockdown as we try
to continue to keep in touch with as
many of our Fullarton Family as possible,
especially those who are unable to tune
into the Sunday services on Facebook.
In these days of technology, we have to
remember that not everyone has the
option, or facility, to watch these services,
therefore it’s important to keep in touch.
We are encouraging folk to maybe meet
up and share these recorded services with
someone they know who can’t access them.
We usually send out birthday cards to
those who are 80, 85 and 90 plus years
of age. However, we have been sending
out birthday cards to all those over 80
years of age during lockdown (if we have
missed you, then sadly we don’t have a
record of your date of birth) You can pass
on this information to any member of the
Pastoral Care Team! Due to lockdown,
there have been no birthday plants
delivered either, but hopefully you have
received a birthday card with best wishes
from everyone at church. We continue to
send cards for illness, bereavements, and
Golden Wedding Anniversaries.
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unusual times. Please contact Kate
Gibson (Team Leader – 01294 276148) or
any member of the Pastoral Care Team.
Take care, keep safe and God Bless!
KATE GIBSON

PASTORAL CARE TEAM
We as a team entirely depend on you, the members, telling us when members of your
family and friends are ill, or in hospital, or even when they would like a visit. This is a list of
the team members and we ask you to please contact any one of us if you need our help:

There are a number of elders, contact
distributors and friends, who have
been keeping in touch with folks
during lockdown. This has been greatly
appreciated by myself and the Pastoral
Care Team. While it looks like we may be
able to start gathering together in church
from 13th September, the number of
people permitted to attend is going to
be very limited. Therefore, can I please
encourage everyone who is helping with
phone calls etc to continue doing so, as
sadly, not everyone will be able to attend
every Sunday morning for some time yet!

Kate Gibson (Team Leader):
01294 276148
Jean Wyllie (Secretary):
01294 274345
Sandra Deeprose: 01292 315169
Margaret Elliott: 01294 214433
May Elliot: 01294 471660

Pam Hutcheson: 01294 311933
Janet Kennedy: 01294 275574
Ann Wood: 01294 279546
Christine O’May: 01294 215960
David Clark: 01505 684271
Aileen Roy: 0756 378 5364

Our Comfy Communion service planned
for Sunday 27th September has been
cancelled. We hope that these services
will resume in May and September 2021
September 2020 • Fullarton Contact
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BIRTHDAYS

A “THANK YOU” FROM THE OUTGOING TREASURER

Birthdays for July and August as follows – Best wishes and congratulations!
Mrs Margaret Fulton who turned 98

Mrs Anne Blower who turned 90

Mrs Nan Bryson who turned 98

Mr Neville Ramsay who turned 95

Mrs Joyce Frecknall who turned 91

As I hand over the Treasurer’s Duties to Sandy Dickson, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank everyone who contributed in any way to my “Retirement” gift. It
doesn’t seem like twenty-five years since I volunteered to take on the role as Treasurer on a
temporary basis, allegedly for three months…hah, I should have known better. Worse still,
I realise that I’ve actually been involved with Fullarton’s Finances since 1970 – fifty years
sounds long enough, but half a century sounds even worse !
I am delighted that Sandy has taken on the role of Treasurer, and am confident that he
will keep Fullarton’s Finances in good order for many years to come. I will continue to be
involved as Fullarton’s Gift Aid Treasurer, so I will still be around for some time to come.

THANK YOU
Thank you so much to all of the Fullarton Family who kindly sent me good wishes and
cards during my stay in hospital. I stupidly fell backwards in the garden, my hip landing on
a large stone in the rockery. Ouch! Believe me, I appreciated your prayers most of all.
I’m full of admiration for the staff at Crosshouse Hospital. Despite the heat of working
with masks, plastic aprons and gloves they went calmly about their work. They were so
friendly, making up for the fact that we could have no visits from friends or families. They
were a great team.

Thanks, too, for the beautiful bouquet of flowers that was presented to Catherine.
Special thanks must also go to all the members, past and present, of the Finance Team,
whose guidance and help was always much appreciated.
Thanks once again for all your support over the years !
MIKE RENNIE

GOLDEN WEDDING

Once again thank you so much to the Fullarton Family for all of your kindness and for
the beautiful plant.

We celebrated our Golden Wedding
Anniversary during lockdown and were
delighted to receive a lovely plant from
the Church. Our sincere thanks to all at
Fullarton for this kind gift and to Kate
Gibson who delivered it.

ANNA HUTCHISON

ISABEL LOCHERY would like to
thank the Fullarton family for the
lovely plant, numerous phone calls and
inclusion in the prayer chain after her
bad accident. Thanks to Kate Gibson
for delivering the plant and including
her in the prayer chain. All of these
actions were much appreciated
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Thanks to all at Fullarton Parish
Church for the kind thoughts and
the lovely card I received from you all
during my recent bout of ill health, on
the road to recovery now.

Also thank you to the Guild and all our
Fullarton friends for your many cards
and good wishes. We appreciate your
kindness.

ABE CASSELLS

ANNE AND ALEX HART
September 2020 • Fullarton Contact
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NEW SEASON OF GROWTH

SERVICES

I can’t believe it’s been 5 months
since lockdown hit and we started to
contemplate and wrestle with a new world
of crisis and opportunity.

Morning services are available on ‘Fullarton ConneXions’ Facebook page.

As we enter a new Season of Growth
(SoG), I’m praying that it will be exactly
that, a period of being stretched in
learning and loving, spreading God’s
Faith, Hope and Love, and growing up
in the esteem that is ours as baptised,
beloved children of God. With this
in mind can I encourage you to join
in with our church’s study of Paul’s
letter to the church at Philippi in Zoom
Home Groups. At 10:30am Sunday
services we will be naming and working
through the emotions (Sadness, Joy,
Anxiety, Affection, Anger, Gratitude,
Embarrassment / Guilt, Fear and Hope)
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that God gives us to help us wrestle with
reality and open us up to the eternal
truths of God’s profound and passionate
Love for us in Christ. In our 6:30pm
Sunday services we’ve just started
journeying through Acts, learning from
the Early Church about pioneering in
and through a world that doesn’t yet
recognise Jesus as true Saviour and Lord
of All. This SoG study of Philippians is
to complement these service series and
encourage us to Re-boot / Re-Jesus /
Re-Joy-in-Christ. And to aid us in this
we’ll be using the Discipleship Explored
material: discipleship.explo.red
Might you be able to sign up for this
Season of Growth (8 Weeks), which
we hope to start towards the end of
September, and let me know which times
of the week are options for you, days,
morning / afternoon / evening? Once
I’m back from 2 weeks up north (17 - 30
Aug’), we will assemble a positive mix of
learning groups. If you would prefer to
join in with others in person at someone’s
house (connecting with the Zoom group
there), also let me know via email or
01294 279909.
Thanks!

If you don’t want to (or can’t) sign up to Facebook you can still view the
services by going to www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk and clicking on the
front photo of Rev Neil inside a mobile phone. This will take you to the
livestream and the library of previous services.
Virtual Socialising and Catch-up after 10:30am Service:
Replacing the usual ConneXions Café Buzz after morning services we
can meet up on a shared Zoom Call. Come to simply hang out or / and
go deeper with the theme and message in applying it to our daily lives
(leave when you please, closed by noon). We’ll open doors as soon as the
10:30am service finishes (11:15’ish).
Accessible on the internet via Zoom: Meeting ID: 834 3835 8837 /
Passcode: 894452
us02web.zoom.us/j/83438358837?pwd=cU95azFFdHF0eUZkNzd1eT
ljVkpwUT09
Without internet access you can still listen in and chat on the Zoom Call
by phoning 0131-460-1196, then keying in Meeting ID and Password.
6.30pm Service (Neil leading)
Accessible on the internet via Zoom:
Meeting ID: 894 4399 9760 / Passcode: 571058
us02web.zoom.us/j/89443999760?pwd=bTFIY3IyVnlraVp3dnF
jR1J5RjJEUT09
Without internet access you can still listen in on the 6:30pm Zoom
service by phoning 0131-460-1196, then keying in Meeting ID and
Password. Visible on ConneXions Facebook Page.
Our weekly service sheet is available on www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk
and is sent out at the moment to all with e mail addresses.

NEIL URQUHART
September 2020 • Fullarton Contact
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FORTHCOMING SERVICES

FORTHCOMING SERVICES

Morning Service Bible Studies

OCTOBER

Emotional Literacy: Soul Salvation / Soul Sanity / Soul Maturity (Growing up into the
Truth that Trumps all truths: That ‘In Christ’, We are Beloved Children of God, Who
ultimately wants the very best for us!)

Sunday 4th

10:30am

Emotional Literacy No. 3 – Anxiety
6:30pm

Evening Service: Rev Neil
2. The Sanhedrin and the apostles (Acts 5:12-42)

Evening Service Bible Studies
Covering the book of Acts. Previously covered was "I. Introduction to the Beginning of
the Church (Acts Chapter 1)", and continuing with "II. The Church in Jerusalem (Acts
Chapter 2-8:3)".

		 a. The apostle's respected by people (Acts 2:12-16)
		 b. The jealousy of the leaders (Acts 5:17-42)
Sunday 11th

10:30am

Morning Service: Rev Neil
Emotional Literacy No. 4 – Anger

SEPTMEBER
Sunday 13th

Morning Service: Rev Neil

10:30am
6:30pm

Sunday 20th 10:30am

Morning Service: Rev Neil

3. The first racial tension in the Church (Acts 6:1-7)
		 a. The Problem (Acts 6:1)

Evening Service: Rev Neil

		 b. The solution (Acts 6:2-6)

1. A Sign to Israel: A Lame Man Healed (Acts 3:1-11)

		 c. The result (Acts 6:7)

2. A Warning to Israel: Peter's Sermon (Acts 3:12-26)

E. The Climax of the Persecution in Jerusalem:
Stephen Killed (Acts 6:8-8:3).

Morning Sunday: Rev Neil
Evening Service: Sandy McFadyean
3. The Reaction: Persecution (Acts 4:1-37)

Sunday 18th

10:30am
6:30pm

Evening Service: Sandy McFadyean
PIVOTAL PERSON #1 - Stephen

1. Stephen brought before a council (Acts 6:8-15)

		 b. The prayer for boldness (Acts 4:23-31)

2. Stephen's sermon (Acts 7:1-53)

		 c. The continuing unity of the church (Acts 4:32-37)

3. Stephen's death (Acts 7:54-60)

D. Struggle from Within and Without The Church
(Acts 5-6:7)

F. The Church is Scattered (Acts 8:1-3)
III. The Church Scattered into Palestine and Syria
(Acts Chapter 8:4-12:25)

Morning Service: Rev Neil
Harvest Thanksgiving – Stuart Lee (TEARfund)

6:30pm

Morning Service: Rev Neil
Emotional Literacy No. 5 – Anger

		 a. The animosity of the religious leaders (Acts 4:1-22)

Sunday 27th 10:30am

Evening Service: Joan Campbell

Emotional Literacy No. 1 – Sadness

Emotional Literacy No. 2 – Joy
6:30pm

6:30pm

Evening Service: Alan Campbell
1. The deceit of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11)
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FORTHCOMING SERVICES
Sunday 25th 10:30am
6:30pm

FORTHCOMING SERVICES

Morning Service: Rev Neil

3. Cornelius' Vision (Acts 10:1-8)

Communion / Emotional Literacy No. 6 – Gratitude

4. Peter's Vision (Acts 10:9-16)
5. Peter Goes with the Men from Cornelius
		 (Acts 10:17-22)

Evening Service: Ashley Vaughan
PIVOTAL PERSON # 2 - Philip

6. The Gentiles Receive the Holy Spirit
		 (Acts 10:23-48)

A. The Ministry of Philip (Acts 8:4-40).

1. Philip in Samaria (Acts 8:4-25)

7. Peter Defends Himself Before the Jerusalem Church
		 (Acts 11:1-18)

2. Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8:26-39)
3. Philip en route to Caesarea (Acts 40)
PIVOTAL PERSON # 3 - Saul / Paul

Sunday 15th

10:30am

Emotional Literacy No. 9 – Hope
6:30pm

10:30am

Morning Service: Joan Campbell

1. The Church established (Acts 11:19-21)

Emotional Literacy No. 7 – Embarrassment / Guilt
6:30pm

2. The Church Sanctioned by Jerusalem
		 (Acts 11:22-24)

Evening Service: Alan Campbell
B. The Conversion of Saul (Acts 9:1-30).

3. Barnabas Brings Paul Back to Antioch
		 (Acts 11:25, 26)

1. Paul Sees the Lord (Acts 9:1-9)
2. Ananias Ministers to Paul (Acts 9:10-19a)

4. The Unity in the Church: Antioch to Help Jerusalem
		 (Acts 11:27-30)

3. Paul Proclaims Jesus as the Christ (Acts 9:19b-30)
Sunday 8th

10:30am

Morning Service: Rev Neil

Sunday 22nd 10:30am

Evening Service: Joan Campbell

Morning Service: Rev Neil
All-age Youth Service

Emotional Literacy No. 8 – Fear
6:30pm

Evening Service: Rev Neil
E. The Church at Antioch: A New Center of Operations
(Acts 11:19-30)

NOVEMBER
Sunday 1st

Morning Service: Rev Neil

6:30pm

Evening Service: Rev Neil
F. God Continues To Protect Jerusalem Church (Acts 12)

C. Summary Report of the Church (Acts 9:31)

1. James Put to Death (Acts 12:1, 2)
2. Peter Delivered (Acts 12:3-17)

PIVOTAL PERSON # 4 - Peter
D. The Ministry of Peter (Acts 9:32-11:18)

3. Herod Put to Death (Acts 12:18-21)

1. Peter in Lydda: A man healed (Acts 9:32-35)

G. A Summary Report of the Church (Acts 12:24, 25)

2. Peter in Joppa: A woman healed (Acts 9:36-43)
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WEDNESDAY PACKERS –
READY TO RESTART?

FULLARTON GUILD INVITATION

As ‘Contact’ goes to print there is still no definite date
for the Wednesday Packers to resume. The good news,
however, that plans are being formed ready for the restart –
whenever it may be announced!
Doubtless there will be several changes to the routines to keep us all as safe as
possible in the current strange times. There will be a need to introduce a strict check of
EVERYONE’s details as they arrive for the Packers – including a once only admission of
each individual’s date of birth!! That vital form will, of course, be under strict guardianship
of Anna. In all seriousness, this is expected to be a Government requirement placed on
ConneXions and devolved to the Packers to be administered by a responsible person.

Our Leadership Team and Committee are heartened by the
innovative ways that we have been keeping in touch with each
other and helping each other through this period of lockdown.
At the time of writing. we are hopeful that our Guild meetings will
go ahead as planned, and although we are not sure exactly which Hall
we will be using, we will continue to meet in ConneXions.
We have prepared an interesting syllabus for the next session and we encourage you to
invite your friends to come along and join us at any of our meetings which will be held
on a Monday evening starting at 7.00 p.m. And don’t forget – the Guild is open to
both men and women!

There are also most likely to be new working practices to maintain social distancing.
Moreover, there will most likely be a need for face coverings.

On behalf of our Leadership Team and Committee we look forward to welcoming you
on 5th October and look forward as we “Go the Extra Mile” which is the Guild theme
for the new Session.

We will still intend to have our mid-session break for tea/coffee but that MAY take place
in the café (provided it is available) instead of our usual session in the Schoolroom. This is
to ease the problems of serving and cleaning associated with our tea/coffee break.

CATHERINE RENNIE
Guild Co-ordinator

Be assured, as soon as a decision is made for the restart of the Packers the jungle
drums will beat loudly!
Donations of clothes, bedding, shoes, bric à brac, books and DVDs handed in on a
Wednesday after restart will be stored for a week in Fullarton Hall before being issued
for inspection and sorting.
Finally, please be reassured about the safety of the items we will be handling. Only
bags of items that have been stored in the Harbourside unit for more than one week
will be brought up for sorting to ensure they will be Covid-free.
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ALMIGHTY RELIEF FOR SUPER
SLEUTH MINISTER WHO TRACKED
DOWN STOLEN PHONE
A minister turned detective and put
the fear of God into a thief who stole
his mobile phone.
Rev Bill Wishart locked his Samsung
Galaxy Note 9 remotely and posted a
message on the screen which said that it
belonged to a Church of Scotland minister
and was essential for his work. He used the
“Find my Phone” app to track the location
of the device to a house in Johnstone in
Renfrewshire and informed the police.

The minister of
St Martin’s Parish
Church in Edinburgh posted a second
message with his daughter’s phone
number and urged the thief to safely
return it to him because it would soon be
wiped and rendered unsellable.
The handset, which Mr Wishart, 54,
accidentally left in a shopping trolley
outside the B&M store in Linwood on
Saturday was found by a man in a trolley at
Asda around a mile away the following day.
BEST TRICK YET
The grandfather, who is an amateur
magician known as the Minister of Magic,
joked: “It is such great news to get my
phone back and for it to disappear from a
trolley in one place and reappear in another
trolley a mile away is my best trick yet.
“I reckon they got panicky and realised
that the phone was too hot to keep and
it wasn’t just the police looking for them
because they had God on their case too."

Daily bread still on the menu – Rev
Bill Wishart with his phone after its
mysterious return.
PAGE 21

“I am very thankful to the lovely guy
in Paisley who found the phone and
arranged for it to be returned to me."
September 2020 • Fullarton Contact

“There is not a scratch on it and he very
reluctantly accepted £20 for his trouble.”

baskets outside the building which has
been a great way to connect with people.

FREE BREAD

“I was worried that if I didn’t get my phone
back, Kenny from Hovis wouldn’t be able
to get in touch with me easily and that
could put the bread delivery in jeopardy.”

Mr Wishart said the return of his phone
meant that people in the local community
would continue getting their “Daily Bread”.
“My church works in partnership with Hovis
which has been supplying us with up to
250 loaves of bread a week for the last four
months which we have distributed to people
in the local community,” he explained.
“It is delivered to the church and I have
also been giving it away for free from

Mr Wishart was assisted by his Linwoodbased son Alistair and his daughter
Rachel and her partner Scott from
Holytown in the hunt for his lost phone
which he says he has used more than ever
for online worship activities during the
COVID-19 pandemic lockdown.

HERE ARE SOME HELPFUL RESOURCES
YOU MIGHT WANT TO ACCESS
ON FULLARTON CONNEXIONS
FACEBOOK PAGE:
60 Second Sermons from Neil
released 9:00am, Monday – Saturday
(Also on Fullarton ConneXions Instagram)
Worship Wednesdays
8:00 – 8:30pm
Praise led by some of our worship leaders
Sunday Stream Services
10:30am and 6:30pm (via Zoom too)
www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk
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BLYSTHSWOOD
SHOEBOX APPEAL 2020

T H E

Blythswood will be running the shoebox appeal in
some form and further details will be published once
we have them. Any donations to blythswood would be
appreciated and if they want more info please contact
Candice/Thomas Turner or Fraser Hutchison via
secretary@fullartonchurch.co.uk or 01294 273741

PA R A B L E

O F

T H E LO S T S H E E P
NOW THE TAX COLLECTORS AND SINNERS
WERE ALL GATHERING AROUND TO HEAR JESUS.
2
BUT THE PHARISEES AND THE TEACHERS OF
THE LAW MUTTERED, “THIS MAN WELCOMES
SINNERS AND EATS WITH THEM.”
1

THEN JESUS TOLD THEM THIS PARABLE:
“SUPPOSE ONE OF YOU HAS A HUNDRED SHEEP
AND LOSES ONE OF THEM. DOESN’T HE LEAVE
THE NINETY-NINE IN THE OPEN COUNTRY AND
GO AFTER THE LOST SHEEP UNTIL HE FINDS IT?
5
AND WHEN HE FINDS IT, HE JOYFULLY PUTS
IT ON HIS SHOULDERS 6 AND GOES HOME.
THEN HE CALLS HIS FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS
TOGETHER AND SAYS, ‘REJOICE WITH ME;
I HAVE FOUND MY LOST SHEEP.’
3

4

I TELL YOU THAT IN THE SAME WAY
THERE WILL BE MORE REJOICING IN HEAVEN
OVER ONE SINNER WHO REPENTS THAN
OVER NINETY-NINE RIGHTEOUS PERSONS
WHO DO NOT NEED TO REPENT.
7

LUKE 15: 1-7 (NIV)
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Missions Connect

DAD, MUM AND FOUR CHILDREN (EAST ASIA)
PLEASE PRAY FOR THIS FAMILY
 Due to the COVID virus they are now 'stuck' in a second host country and are
unable to leave – they may even miss their eldest son's wedding.
 Pray also for their protection. Even though the virus is rampant there, they have
been able to minister to those who have been affected by it – even helping people
get to the few available hospitals for treatment.
 And finally, pray for their ministry in their first host country. They are trying to run
it remotely, but this has its unique difficulties and challenges.
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MONTHLY FINANCE
MATTERS
At the end of July, the Offerings for
2020 were £6,517 or 11.78% LESS than
those received to the end of July 2019:
Offerings to 31st June, 2020: £48,922
Offerings to 31st June, 2019: £55,439
Unfortunately, at the end of July, our
Offerings were £5,899 or 10.76%
below Budget. We are most grateful to
EVERYONE who continues to support
Fullarton over this period of COVID
restrictions and understand that some may
be keeping their weekly envelopes until we
return to the church building.
If you have been saving your weekly envelopes we can arrange to pick them up if that
would help. To do this, please contact our treasurer Sandy Dickson.
Phone: 07519 638 218 or email: fpctreasurer@btinternet.com
Sandy will arrange (where practical) to gather in the envelopes.

CONTINUING FINANCIAL SUPPORT DURING LOCKDOWN
As we continue to 'do church' in new and imaginative ways we continue to be
encouraged and supported financially, mainly by those who give via automated Bank
Transfer and Standing Order as well as those few who have managed to get envelopes
passed to our Treasurer. We thank you so much for this, it has helped greatly.
People have been asking how they give envelopes, offerings and collections whilst we
are unable to physically meet as a congregation. It is really appreciated when God's
people, even in times of turmoil, consider the financial commitments of the church.
One option is to just keep a hold of your offerings/envelopes and bring them when we
return to some form of normality for church services. Another option is to consider
setting up regular giving through Standing Order, or, a one-off Bank Transfer.
To set this up you will need the following details:
Name: Fullarton Parish Church
Sort Code: 83-23-13

If you need any help or further information, please contact
Sandy Dickson on 07519 638218 or Mike Rennie on 01294 275680
THE FINANCE TEAM

Details of the various miscellaneous donations gratefully received during June/July
(excluding those for the Major Buildings Fund or ConneXions Café ) are shown below:
CAP Debt Centre:
£1,290.00

Foundation Magazine:
£3.00

Loudoun Montgomery
Scripture Union: £50.00

Flower Fund:
£20.00

Life and Work:
£17.00

St. Luke’s Hospital,
Hiranpur: £4,833.00

There is now an on-line ‘Donate’ button on the Fullarton Connexions web site to
allow those from further afield, who may watch the live-stream and online
services, to financially support the work and ministry of Fullarton.
PAGE 27
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Account Number: 00156004

3

1

THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD, I LACK NOTHING.

2

HE MAKES ME LIE DOWN IN GREEN PASTURES,
HE LEADS ME BESIDE QUIET WATERS,

HE REFRESHES MY SOUL. HE GUIDES ME ALONG
THE RIGHT PATHS FOR HIS NAME’S SAKE.
- PSALM 23:1-3

DUTY ROTAS will be sent out to all involved, December, April, and September. The
magazine will be sent out Feb, April, June, Sept, Nov, and Dec, giving 6 editions.
www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk
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The Good Shepherd Word Search
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BiblePuzzles.org.uk

CALL
CARRY
COME IN AND GO
OUT
DOOR
FIELDS
FIND
FOLLOW
FRIENDS
GATE
GOOD SHEPHERD
HAPPY
HEAVEN
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HIRED HAND
HOME
HUNDRED
JOY
LEAD
LISTEN
LOST
NAME
NEIGHBOURS
NINETY NINE
ONE
ONE FLOCK
REJOICE

REPENT
ROBBER
RUNS AWAY
SEARCH
SHEEP
SHEEPFOLD
SHOULDERS
SINNER
STRANGER
THIEF
VOICE
WATCHMAN
WOLF
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT HUBS
Here are all the numbers for the north Ayrshire region you need to either volunteer or
ask for support. We hope this helps. We will also be bringing some more online support
over the coming weeks. Stay safe!
IRVINE FULLARTON

IRVINE

GARNOCK VALLEY

07934 163884
07398 108924
or 01294 278207

07936 033039
or 01294 313593

07395 901571
or 01505 684512

IRVINE VINEBURGH

THREE TOWNS

KILWINNING

07907 878861
or 01294 475900

07395 941792
or 01294 554699

NORTH COAST

ARRAN

07907 876444
or 01475 673309

07496 658760
or 01770 600532

07864 718921
07398 108915
or 01294 317156

If you are already involved in offering support regarding COVID-19 please get in touch
to tell us what you are already doing or if you are interested in volunteering please
complete the online form or email: communityplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk
www.northayrshire.community/covid-19-updates-for-communitics/

PLEASE NOTE
The deadline for a copy of the next issue
of Contact (NOVEMBER 2020) is:

SUNDAY 18TH OCTOBER
Email articles to
secretary@fullartonchurch.co.uk by that
date, or in the Secretary’s Pigeon hole in
the Church vestibule. Please adhere
to the deadline date. Thank you.

www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk

We are doing our best to
deliver Contact Magazine to
all members and adherents
from now on. If you decide
you do not wish one, please
let us know and we can take
you off the list.
Included in your September
Contact is a new-look Sunday
Services Form, we would be
grateful if you can fill it in and
return to us.
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www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk
secretary@fullartonchurch.co.uk • 01294 273741
Fullarton Parish Church, Church Street, Irvine, KA12 8PE
The “CONTACT” magazine is also available on the church website.

