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FROM THE MANSE

Rev. Neil Urquhart, Fullarton Parish 
Church Manse, 48 Waterside, Irvine

Dear Friends, 

“Honk, Honk!” go the wild geese flying 
overhead in V-formations? “Honk, Honk!” 
We hear them before seeing them, such 
is the din of their in-flight entertainment. 
What’s going on, why such a racket? It’s 
not the latest gossip, they’re keeping each 
other in line, on track.

Communication is critical for long term 
fruitful relationships and The Fullarton 
Family. As Killie FC chaplain during a 
slump in form, I remember the critical 
importance of inter-communication on, 
and off, the field to find our way through 
difficult days ‘TOGETHER’. At least four 
types of talk are required: 

1.  Affirmation like “Well done Dan!”

2. Information like “If you practice this, 
you’ll get better Betty.”

3. Motivation like “Get yer rear end in gear 
Gus!” and perhaps the most important 

4. The primal communication of 
emotion, like “Here’s a hug Hilda.” 
or “I’m so sorry!” or “What the furry 
flurry d’you mean?” or “I forgive you.” 
or “Love you!” etc. 

All too easily, as we grow older, our primal 
emotional language can regress. As babies 
and children our goo-goo gagas evolve 
into more understandable expressions of 
emotion, but easily fear and ignorance 
can close down the ability to be positively 
emotional and intimate with each other. 
Present pandemic makes this harder and 
we have to be creative in connecting and 
chatting with each other.

God is an expert in communication and 
wants to mature our emotional literacy, 
able to name and process our Sadness, 
Joy, Anxiety, Affection, Anger, Gratitude, 
Embarrassment, Guilt, Fear, Hope and 
Love, etc. Something we’re talking about 
in our 10:30am streamed services. Our 
emotions are God gifts. Sure, they can be 
abused, but they help us to admit, analyse, 
address and process life and living.

I’m not an expert in goose-gabbing, but 
such is the volume of their honks, I suspect 
all four languages can be contained in 
one stream of honks. Each goose taking 
its turn to front the arrow and provide 
slipstream for their mates, something I’ve 
experienced in a cycling peloton, each new 
front man protecting those behind from 
full brunt of the breeze. It makes a huge 
difference and allows you to cover greater 
and quicker distances.

Apparently, if a goose falls from formation, 
at least one other goose falls out with it 
to help it back on track, a lovely example 
of the importance of us looking out for 
each other. It’s good to have pals, friends, 
buddies, mentors, brothers and sisters in 
Christ to look out for us and meet up with 
to process life and living. But beware of 
getting too comfortable. Some wild geese 
fell out of formation and landed next to a 
farmer’s small lake. Time came for them to 
re-join their fellow geese flying above but 

they thought twice and missed the chance. 
Now and again they gave every indication 
of being ready to take off and fly high, 
running and flapping their wings, but never 
made enough effort to get back up there. 
Now ‘domesticated geese’, like the ducks 
they just quacked about the farmland. 

Don’t get too comfortable. God calls 
us to adventurous service and sacrifice. 
Beware of hugging happiness and 
craving comfort, we’re called to a life of 
FAITH, ‘Fabulous Adventure In Trusting 
Him’. And remember we need each 
other’s encouragement of affirmation, 
information, motivation and the loving 
acceptance to be honest and open with 
our emotions. We can do so much more 
together than apart. In the synergy and 
slipstream of Jesus’ Spirit we can rise to 
challenges and opportunities, which we 
would shrink from on our own. Let’s Fly 
Long and High Together My Friends!

Your fellow minister and friend, 

NEIL URQUHART



PAGE 3 PAGE 4   November 2020   •   Fullarton Contact www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk

CONNEXIONS 
CONTACT REPORT

ConneXions has been back open for a 
couple of months but things are much 
different now than they were before the 
COVID lockdown, as is the case pretty 
much everywhere. As we are finding our 
feet in a new world we have begun to see 
some positives in the day-to-day activities 
taking place here. 

Staff are currently all working half-time 
as demand for bookings has not yet 
reached its former heights – and this will 
be the case for some time to come. We 
are finding a rhythm as far as the diary 
is concerned. With the majority of our 
staff being kitchen/hospitality staff, and 
with corporate bookings not currently an 
option we have shifted our focus in terms 
of the social enterprise by working with 
the resources we have. Therefore the 
Community Cafe running on Tuesdays 
from 10:30am has resumed. We are 
restricted on the number of people we 
can have present in the building, and 
social distancing and face-coverings being 
a priority has meant a reduction in the 
number of tables in the cafe and a one-way 
system throughout the building, especially 
when ordering/paying for purchases. As a 
result of the reduced capacity, we have had 

a lower footfall and consequently lower 
takings, but we are encouraged that this is 
consistent with pretty much every other 
business – in fact we are faring better than 
many in this regard. 

The lower footfall has also provided 
us with a lovely, calm atmosphere and 
enabled good quality relationships to 
develop with the few groups who are 
using the facilities regularly. We have 
been able to open the cafe exclusively for 
the two sets of parents involved in the 
Jiggy Wrigglers classes on Mondays and 
Thursday, which has boosted our income 
a little bit and also been very positive for 
the parents attending those classes.

One of the major downsides of COVID 
has been the inability to invest quality time 
in our volunteers, some of whom may be 
isolated or vulnerable. A number of our 

volunteers are not yet able or willing to 
return, so since reopening we have worked 
on a concerted individual basis with those 
who have wished to. This has meant fewer 
people working in the building together 
and has given us the opportunity to build 
relationships with the few. 

The basic theme of post/mid-COVID 
life at ConneXions so far is ‘less is more’. 
We are forcibly doing less, because the 
pandemic dictates it, but in so doing we 
are finding the time to invest in people 
on a level that we perhaps could not 
have done so easily before with all the 
frenetic activity. I am reminded of the 
saying attributed to Mother Teresa, ‘We 
cannot do great things, only small things 
with great love.’ As we apply ourselves 
to that maxim, we find that it is indeed 
the small things, done with great love, 
that are where the rubber of Christian 

service really hits the road. We continue 
to press on, innovating and doing what we 
can, where we can to alleviate suffering 
as we encounter it, hoping that we can, 
in some small way, lighten the burden for 
those who are really feeling the pain of 
being in lockdown; stricken by poverty, 
bereavement, ill-health, depression, 
unemployment or loneliness and help 
them to take steps closer to Jesus.

ASHLEY VAUGHAN
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NEW LIFE IS A PRECIOUS GIFT:  
HELPING PREGNANT REFUGEES ACCESS HEALTHCARE

Refugees are some of the world’s most 
vulnerable people. Yet too often they 
face barriers which make them unable to 
access healthcare. In Colombia, Tearfund 
is working with healthcare providers to 
make sure pregnant refugee women get 
all the support they need.

Many of these women are refugees from 
Venezuela. With few jobs, food shortages 
and soaring living costs because of the 
ongoing political and economic crisis, 
they feel they have no choice but to flee 
to another country.

‘We couldn’t find anything,’ says Genesis. 
‘Everything was bad.’ Like so many 
others, she was desperate to provide a 
better life for her family.

UNDERNOURISHED AND  
UNDER SUPPORTED

Genesis is one of the mothers supported 
by Tearfund. We have been partnering 
with a local charity, Profamilia, to enable 
refugee women to receive prenatal care, 

including ultrasounds. The mothers are 
given newborn kits, which contain nappies, 
soap and other essentials to help new babies 
thrive. Training is also on hand to help the 
new mums adapt to motherhood and help 
them to keep their babies healthy.

Before accessing this care, Genesis had 
been turned away from several other 
doctors. ‘Thank God for the support you 
have given me… I had been walking and 
walking, asking around but the doctors 
did not want to see me.

‘Now that I’ve had my first check-up I 
feel good, I feel safer because they are 
taking care of me. They are monitoring 
me and my baby. I feel good because 
everything is well, thank God.’

Deysi is another mother that Tearfund 
is supporting through Profamilia. ‘I’m 
grateful… now that I am receiving prenatal 
care. I feel very calm because I know that 
my baby is fine, thanks to God.’

BREAKING DOWN BARRIERS

This support is vital to both the baby’s and 
the mother's health. Many of the women 
Tearfund is helping are far along into their 
pregnancies, have never had an ultrasound 
or heard their baby’s heartbeat, and are 
also suffering from malnutrition.

They have been reluctant to seek help 
because of the cost of getting this support, 
and this has only increased during the 
pandemic, as many of these families have 
been pushed further into poverty. These 

women often cannot afford the cost to 
travel to the doctors, let alone pay for the 
prenatal check ups they need.

The consequences of refugees not having 
access to healthcare puts the mother’s 
and baby’s health at risk, and can even 
lead to their tragic deaths. Tearfund is 
working hard to turn this around. By 
increasing access to healthcare for these 
women, we can help them to give their 
babies the best start in life.

PLEASE PRAY

God of new life,

We thank you that every child is a gift from 
you. We pray for your favour and blessing 
over these women and their babies – may 
they be protected and flourish.

We thank you for the partnership 
Tearfund has with Profamillia. We pray 
for your love to pour out over the staff 
who work there – may you grant them 
wisdom as they serve women in need.

We thank you that nothing is outside 
of your control. We pray that you will 
remove barriers that stop refugees 
from accessing healthcare – may you 
sway leaders to create policies that put 
vulnerable people first.

In Jesus’ name, amen.

BY RACHAEL ADAMS

Genesis, her husband José and their daughter are 
excited to welcome a new baby into their family.

Genesis and her daughter; Deysi is grateful for  
the support she’s receiving through Tearfund.
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PASTORAL CARE TEAM

We as a team entirely depend on you, the members, telling us when members of your 
family and friends are ill, or in hospital, or even when they would like a visit. This is a list of 
the team members and we ask you to please contact any one of us if you need our help:

Kate Gibson (Team Leader):  
01294 276148

Jean Wyllie (Secretary):  
01294 274345

Sandra Deeprose: 01292 315169

Margaret Elliott: 01294 214433

May Elliot: 01294 471660

Pam Hutcheson: 01294 311933

Janet Kennedy: 01294 275574

Ann Wood: 01294 279546

Christine O’May: 01294 215960

David Clark: 01505 684271

Aileen Roy: 0756 378 5364

PASTORAL  
CARE TEAM

KEEPING IN CONTACT WITH OTHERS!

Firstly, I hope and pray that everyone 
reading this report is keeping safe  
and well?

As COVID-19 is still very much with 
us, we as a team continue to do our very 
best to keep in touch with as many of 
our Fullarton Family as possible. With 
restrictions changing from day to day at 
the moment, it’s difficult to sometimes 
understand what we can and can’t do 
within our team. In my last report, we 
were encouraging people to maybe meet 
up with someone who didn’t have access 
to the online services and share the 
service at home. The current restrictions 
sadly don’t permit meeting within 
other households, so that suggestion is 
currently on hold. We are also unable to 
have passengers in our cars who are not in 
our own family ‘bubble’, therefore, we are 
also unable to take people to the Sunday 
morning services currently taking place in 
Connexions Sanctuary.

I attended a Pastoral Care ‘Zoominar’ 
back in June along with other church 
representatives across the UK. It was 
interesting to hear how other churches 

were keeping in touch with their 
congregations and offering Pastoral 
Care/Support during lockdown times. 
Everyone was in agreement that the 
important thing was to keep in touch 
(especially with those who don’t have 
internet access to recorded online 
services) as best as we possibly could by 
sending cards, texts, emails, phone calls 
and taking prayer requests from those 
who needed prayer in these difficult, 
challenging days ahead.

I am very grateful for the continued 
support of my PC Team members, fellow 
elders, contact distributors and friends, 
who are continuing to keep in touch with 
folks during these difficult times. Can I 
please encourage everyone who is helping 

with phone calls etc to continue doing 
so, as sadly, not everyone is still able 
to attend on a Sunday morning. To all 
who deliver Contact magazines, I would 
ask that, wherever safely possible, to 
please speak to those you are delivering 
to. Should you receive any information 
which you think is relevant to the Pastoral 
Care team, please do let me know!

I cannot stress enough that the Pastoral 
Care Team continue to entirely depend 
on you, the Fullarton Family, to keep 
us informed of members of your family 

or friends who are ill, would like to 
receive a phone call, church card, or in 
need of prayer support – especially at 
the moment. Please do not hesitate to 
contact Kate Gibson (Team Leader – 
01294 276148) or any other member of 
the Pastoral Care Team.

Psalm 46:1: ‘God is our refuge and 
strength, an ever- present help in trouble’

Take care, keep safe and God Bless!

KATE GIBSON 
(Pastoral Care Team Leader)
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THANK YOU

GOLDEN WEDDING

Bill and I would like to thank all at Fullarton 
for the lovely plant and card we received 
for our Golden wedding anniversary, and 
also friends, for their many cards and good 
wishes. The sun shone and we were able 
to celebrate in the garden – we could not 
have wished for a better day!

BILL AND MARGARET ELLIOT

I would like to thank the Fullarton family 
for the lovely Birthday card I received on 
my 93rd Birthday.

GEORGE HAY

HERE ARE SOME HELPFUL RESOURCES 
YOU MIGHT WANT TO ACCESS 

ON FULLARTON CONNEXIONS 
FACEBOOK PAGE: 

60 Second Sermons from Neil
You can also catch Rev Neil’s daily 60 
Second Sermons on the same Fb page, 
from 9am Mon’ – Sat’, on Instagram  
@fullartonconnexions and on Neil’s 
Twitter @NU4Yoo feed.

Worship Wednesdays
8:00 – 8:30pm 
Praise led by some of our worship leaders 

Sunday Stream Services
10:30am and 6:30pm (via Zoom too)

Post Service
After the usual pre-recorded service 
streamed on the Fullarton Connexions 
Facebook page, there is a chance to join 
people, present in the church sanctuary, 
in responding to the 10:30 service in 
the private ‘Fullarton Parish Church’ 
Facebook group, which you can join by 
applying for membership on the page.

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

For now, we will get together (via Zoom) 
to pray 3 times per week. Invitations will 
be sent out to those on the emailing list 
by the host for the week. All are welcome, 
and if you are not on an emailing list, 
please contact one of the hosts.

 � Wednesday 7:00am prayer breakfast 
– regular host Neil Urquhart. 

 � Wednesday 7:00pm (intercession 
before Worship Wednesday)  
– regular host Ian Young.

 � Saturday 9:15am  
– regular host Sheena Kinmond. 

JUNE

8th Andy McLauchlan 
29th Ann Thomson* 

JULY 

20th Irene Farrell

AUGUST

5th Jane Ross* 
26th Susan (Cissie) Mitchell 

SEPTEMBER

??? Liam Scott 
14th Mary Simpson

OCTOBER

18th Ian Downie (Nutz)* 

* Denotes member or adherent.

FUNERALS  
"I am the resurrection and the life..."
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CONNEXIONS CAFE NEWS

Back in March when we had to lock the 
kitchen door of Connexions Cafe we all 
thought we would only be forced to stay at 
home for a few weeks at most. As it turned 
out we were all very wrong. Lockdown lasted 
till the end of August for the catering staff.

On our return we had to become familiar 
with the correct measures to keep ourselves 
and our customers COVID safe. As such 
we have a one way system in place and 
sanitising stations for visitors to use on entry 
to the cafe space. We didn't take long to 
get up to speed with these safety measures 
which in turn allowed us to welcome our 
wonderful volunteers back. We would 
certainly be lost without them. Thank you 
to all past and present volunteers.

Now after all those months of lockdown 
Lee, Josh, Adrian and I are delighted to be 
back. At the moment we are able to offer 
a Tuesday cafe albeit with slightly reduced 
hours (10:30-1:30). We hope to be able to 

increase this as restrictions allow. When you 
call in to visit us you will be aware that the 
cafe looks a little bit different. This is due to 
following the social distancing regulations. 
We can now seat 30 people in our cafe area. 
This has resulted in a new look which is a 
fresh and inviting space. Since reopening 
we often see most tables are occupied. The 
new layout has not inhibited chat between 
tables, rather it has added to the friendly 
atmosphere. Connexions regulars have 
been returning to enjoy their Tuesday treats 
as well as new faces that we hope will also 
become regular visitors.

We have also decided to offer exclusive use 
of the cafe for the Jiggly Wriggler group 
who use the Sanctuary on a Monday and a 
Thursday for their baby singing and sensory 
classes. The Mums/Dads and babies are 
able to have exclusive use of the cafe for a 
chance to enjoy a cuppa and safely socialise 
with other parents. Some of these new 
parents had never been able to attend any 
social event since their babies were born. I 
feel very privileged to be able to offer this 
safe space for these new families. We have 
had such lovely feedback from all concerned.

Please do call in and see us on a Tuesday 
we would love to see you.

FAYE STEVENS

CAFE SOLACE
UNBEATABLE VALUE AND GREAT COMPANY
Cafe Solace continues on TUESDAY EVENINGS from 5-6pm (at the moment  
due to restrictions) where you can get a 3 course dinner for less than £2!

CONNEXIONS COMMUNITY CAFE

OPEN AGAIN!!!

TUESDAYS 
10:30am – 2:00pm

We are open with a  
limited table space.

Come along and bring 
your family and friends for 
tea/coffee, baking , and 
lunches. You should be 
able to get a parking space 
and a table no bother!? 
The soft play is not 
available at the moment.
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SERVICES

Morning services are available on ‘Fullarton ConneXions’ Facebook page. 
If you don’t want to (or can’t) sign up to Facebook you can still view the 
services by going to www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk and clicking on 
the front photo of Rev Neil inside a mobile phone. This will take you to 
the livestream and the library of previous services. ‘Care to Share’ and 
‘Prayer Share’ on the Fullarton Parish Church Facebook Page.

Virtual Socialising and Catch-up after 10:30am Service: 
Replacing the usual ConneXions Café Buzz after morning services we 
can meet up on a shared Zoom Call. Come to simply hang out or / and 
go deeper with the theme and message in applying it to our daily lives 
(leave when you please, closed by noon). We’ll open doors as soon as the 
10:30am service finishes (11:15’ish).

Accessible on the internet via Zoom: Meeting ID: 834 3835 8837 / 
Passcode: 894452  
us02web.zoom.us/j/83438358837?pwd=cU95azFFdHF0eUZkNzd1eT
ljVkpwUT09  
Without internet access you can still listen in and chat on the Zoom Call 
by phoning 0131-460-1196, then keying in Meeting ID and Password.

6:30pm Service (Neil leading)
Accessible on the internet via Zoom:  
Meeting ID: 894 4399 9760 / Passcode: 571058 
us02web.zoom.us/j/89443999760?pwd=bTFIY3IyVnlraVp3dnFjR1J5
RjJEUT09  
Without internet access you can still listen in on the 6:30pm Zoom 
service by phoning 0131-460-1196, then keying in Meeting ID and 
Password. Visible on ConneXions Facebook Page. 

Our weekly service sheet is available on www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk 
and is sent out at the moment to all with e-mail addresses.

ALL I WANT IS TO LOVE YOU
COME TO MY REFRESHING WATERS, 

LET YOUR FRETTING CEASE 
CAST YOUR BURDENS UPON ME 

AND I WILL GIVE YOU PEACE

ALWAYS KNOW I LOVE YOU 
AND WON'T LEAVE YOU ALONE 

SO WHEN YOU FACE THE DARKNESS, 
YOU WON'T FACE IT ON YOUR OWN

WHEN YOU'RE IN NEED OF A FRIEND 
TO LISTEN TO YOUR CARES, 

KNOW THAT I WILL BE THAT FRIEND 
TO HEAR YOUR DESPERATE PRAYERS

I KNOW JUST HOW YOU'RE FEELING 
BEFORE YOU KNEEL TO PRAY 

SO NOTHING WILL SURPRISE ME 
IN WHAT YOU WANT TO SAY

AND I WILL NOT CONDEMN YOU 
WHEN YOU CONFESS YOUR SINS, 
I JUST LONG FOR YOU TO COME 

AND LET MY LOVE COME IN

I AM HERE TO HEAL YOU 
AND PROTECT YOU FROM HARM, 
FOR ALL I WANT IS TO LOVE YOU 

AND HOLD YOU IN MY ARMS.

BY M.S.LOWNDES
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BARNABAS' STORY

If Barnabas looks a little dazed, it’s because he’s not sure 
what’s going on. His mother has just disturbed his nap because 
somebody has arrived to give him an exciting, large, brightly-
wrapped box.

Barnabas is really too young to understand that the new clothes, the soap, the sweets 
are things that his mum has no money to buy for him or his baby sister. Things that 
are desperately needed and longed for. And, he’s too young to understand the reason 
they’re all staying with his grandpa in a single-roomed house without a kitchen or a 
toilet. Barnabas’s mum recently fled from the violence and abuse she received from 
her husband, who has now been charged with these offences.

Sadly, neither his mum nor his grandpa 
have jobs. The presents that you have 
given this family are all not just useful but 
essential and bring so much comfort and 
joy. “Your kindness makes such a difference 
to families living in poverty,” says Melinda 
who delivered the boxes to Ozd in northern 
Hungary. “Not every photo captures a 
smile but I can tell you that these people 
really appreciate the gifts.”

Your gift makes such a huge difference  
to the lives of the poor and vulnerable in 
this world.

Barnabas receives a shoeboxes outside  
his grandpa’s house in Ozd, Hungary

BE STRONG AND COURAGEOUS. DO NOT BE AFRAID OR 
TERRIFIED BECAUSE OF THEM, FOR THE LORD YOUR GOD GOES 

WITH YOU; HE WILL NEVER LEAVE YOU NOR FORSAKE YOU.

– DEUTERONOMY 31:6

CHRISTIANS AGAINST POVERTY 
– IRVINE & THREE TOWNS DEBT CENTRE

The centre opened on 31 Aug and we have  
the following things to be thankful for:

There are things to pray for too:

The Money & Pensions Service are predicting that by 
March 2021 there will be 15 million people experiencing 
debt issues in the UK. 

If you are struggling with personal debt you are one of 
many. Our service is free and confidential. Let us help 
you – Call freephone 0800 328 0006

ALAN MCLAREN 
Debt Centre Coach – CAP 
07717 645804

 � Prayer team created and driving 
things forward with prayer

 � Befrienders trained, recruited and 
ready to respond

 � Two enquiries in first month far higher 
than would be expected for a new centre

 � Links established with 50 external 
bodies in the area despite COVID

 � Tremendous press release for whom 
Stewart McConnell's help has been vital

 � Neil getting Sandy Dickson into 
Irvine BEAT FM – listen in as Sandy 
finds himself featuring on radio!

 � Massive support and goodwill from 
churches in the area

 � That the people we have contacted 
may be able to encourage those who 
want to become debt free to call us

 � That stronger relationships may form 
with the external partners 

 � That those who know they need help 
but have still not called us yet may not 
delay any longer

 � Wisdom in dealing with clients
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FORTHCOMING SERVICES

Morning Service Bible Studies 
Emotional Literacy: Soul Salvation / Soul Sanity / Soul Maturity (Growing up into the 
Truth that Trumps all truths: That ‘In Christ’, We are Beloved Children of God, Who 
ultimately wants the very best for us!) 

Advent Morning: Looking at the different jigsaw pieces of the Christmas story leading 
up to the main focus on Jesus; the crucial missing piece/peace.

Evening Service Bible Studies
Journeying through Acts: learning from the Early Church about pioneering in and 
through a world that doesn’t yet recognise Jesus as true Saviour and Lord of All. 

NOVEMBER
Sunday 15th  10:30am  Morning Service: Rev Neil 

Emotional Literacy No. 9 – Hope

 6:30pm  Evening Service: Rev Neil
E. The Church at Antioch: A New Center of Operations  

(Acts 11:19-30)
 1. The Church established (Acts 11:19-21)
 2. The Church Sanctioned by Jerusalem  
  (Acts 11:22-24)
 3. Barnabas Brings Paul Back to Antioch (Acts 11:25, 26)
 4. The Unity in the Church: Antioch to Help Jerusalem  
  (Acts 11:27-30)

Sunday 22nd  10:30am  Morning Service: Stuart Forsyth
All-age Youth Service (Growing Young Team)

 6:30pm  Evening Service: Rev Neil
F. God Continues To Protect Jerusalem Church (Acts 12)
 1. James Put to Death (Acts 12:1, 2)
 2. Peter Delivered (Acts 12:3-17)

 3.  Herod Put to Death (Acts 12:18-21)
G. A Summary Report of the Church (Acts 12:24, 25)

Sunday 29th  10:30am  Morning Service: Rev Neil
Advent 1

 6:30pm  Evening Service: Esther Vaughan
Elizabeth (John the Baptist’s Mum)

DECEMBER
Sunday 6th  10:30am  Morning Service: Joan Campbell

Advent 2

 6:30pm  Evening Service: Sandy McFadyean
Zechariah (John the Baptist’s Dad)

Sunday 13th  10:30am  Morning Service: Rev Neil
Advent 3

 6:30pm  Evening Service: Ashley Vaughan
Joseph (Jesus’ Step-Dad)

Sunday 20th  10:30am  Morning Service: Rev Neil
All-age Youth Service – Advent 4:
 Alternative COVID Christmas Journey

 6:30pm  Evening Service: Rev Neil
Mary (Jesus' Mother)

FORTHCOMING SERVICES
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PRINCESS ROYAL SAYS 
"INSPIRATIONAL" JANE HAINING 
MUST NEVER BE FORGOTTEN

A Scot who gave her life to help protect Jewish  
schoolgirls during the Holocaust must never 
be forgotten, the Princess Royal has said.

She described Jane Haining, who was 
murdered in the Auschwitz-Birkenau 
death camp, as an inspiration whose 
“devotion to duty is a lesson to us all”.

Princess Anne spoke of her admiration 
for the Church of Scotland missionary 
who was the subject of an online lecture 
hosted by St Columba’s Church in 
London on 7th October 

It was delivered by Mary Miller who wrote 
a book about Miss Haining, the matron of 
the Scottish Mission girls’ boarding school 
in Budapest, Hungary from 1932-1944.

Princess Anne, patron of 
the Scots in London Association, said: “Jane 
Haining is an inspirational subject whose 
devotion to duty is a lesson to us all. Jane’s 
determination and resolution in looking after 
her young charges at the Scottish Mission 
School in Budapest, at the eventual cost of 
her own life, is an example of service over self 
that deserves to be told and remembered. 
The lecture by Mary Miller, who herself has 
looked after deprived children in Glasgow, 
will be poignant but we can take heart from  
the knowledge that Jane’s life will be honoured.”

Miss Haining, who grew up in Dunscore 
near Dumfries, refused to abandon the 
Jewish girls in her care – many of them 
orphans – when the Second World War 
broke out in 1939.

She sheltered them for more than four 
years until she was arrested and eventually 
taken to Auschwitz in Nazi occupied 
Poland where she died at the age of 47, six 
months before it was liberated in 1945.

The lecture, entitled “An Inspiring Tale of 
Quiet Heroism”, has been organised in  
partnership with the Scots in London 
Association and will feature music performed  
by violinists Adam Romer and Kirsty Lovie.

They are Hungarian and Scottish 
respectively and members of the City of 
Birmingham Symphony Orchestra.

Dr Ferenc Kumin, the Hungarian 
ambassador to the UK, and Iain Lindsay, 
the UK’s ambassador to Hungary, will 
both speak about Miss Haining’s enduring 
and lasting legacy.

The Caledonian Lecture was established ten 
years ago to commemorate Scots who had 
lived and worked abroad, making a significant 
contribution to their country of adoption 
while retaining their Scottish values.

Miss Haining, who was posthumously 
awarded a Heroine of the Holocaust 
medal and named Righteous Among the 
Nations at Yad Vashem in Jerusalem, is 
the first sole woman to be the subject of 
the Caledonian Lecture.

Rev Angus MacLeod, minister of St 
Columba’s Church, said: “The story of Jane 
Haining, an ordinary yet extraordinary 
Christian woman, is incredibly moving and 
inspiring. It was decided that it would be 
fitting that the Caledonian Lecture this 
year focused on her because 2020 marks 

the 75th anniversary of the liberation of  
Auschwitz. I am very pleased that, despite  
the restrictions of the COVID-19 lockdown, 
we are able to host it at St Columba’s with 
Mary Miller speaking to us from her home 
in Scotland. The tunes that the Scottish and 
Hungarian musicians will perform are so 
poignant, vibrant and joyful, I think they are 
an appropriate expression of Jane’s story.”

Speaking after the launch of her book, 
Jane Haining: A life of love and courage, 
Mrs Miller said: “She did not compromise, 
and in our own difficult times there is a 
challenge there for all ordinary people 
tempted to look away from evil and find 
reasons to say ‘there is nothing we can do.’ 
Jane Haining reminds us that there is 
always something we can do.”

St Columba’s and Crown Court Church 
are members of the Scots in London 
Association along with other organisations 
including the Scottish Government.

Mr MacLeod, whose family hail from the 
Isle of Skye, said: “I am very happy that 
the Church is playing a part in bringing 
together and showcasing the contribution 
of Scots in London.”

Jane Haining

Jane Haining died at Auschwitz Birkenau in 1944 at the age of 47
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It was said at the time there were better 
fed than some of the local children!

At this time the Animal liberation front 
were very active and one night they 
entered the farm and released the mink 
to run wherever they wanted. As you can 
imagine it was utter carnage, the animals 
got into town where they were cornered 
under cars and sheds, killed by worried 
householders, and shot and trapped by 
farmers. The SSPCA were never away 
from the place, trying to round up the rest. 
A small dog was attacked by one so dog 
owners stopped going for country walks.

I think it took about 10 years for the local eco 
system to recover and return to something 
like normal. So it is my belief that the ones 
who ended up “squatting” on our boats at the 
Maritime Museum must have escaped into 
local burns, then into the Garnock and down 
to Irvine harbour to settle there.

3. THE SEALS

A colony of seals lived on the sands at the 
old ICI Pier, some older ones and a few 
young pups. 

When we took the visitors out in the 
water sometimes they would come very 
close to the little boat to see what was 
going on and they were always good fun.

At the end of the season before we put the 
boat away, myself and a fellow guide took 

it out one last time. We stopped where 
the Irvine and the Garnock meet. There 
is an under current like a small whirlpool 
were you can stop the engine and drift. 
Eating my snack, I was sitting at the back 
of the boat with one of my hands trailing 
the water when I felt something nudge my 
hand and swim under the boat. Then one of 
the pups broke the surface of the water and 
put its head into the boat to see what was 
going on! When it was happy we were not 
a threat, it swam back to the sand to report 
to the rest of the seals about the strange 
creatures bobbing around going nowhere!

4. THE BLACK SWAN

One Monday morning as we opened up the 
museum, the swans slipped in to the water 
from the flats as they did most mornings, 
but today was different. Today they had a 
friend – a black swan was swimming towards 
the rear of the group. None of us had seem 
it before and it looked like somebody had 
taken a spray can or a fine brush and just 
painted it that colour. Very strange!

Some of you may know Robert and Carol 
Wilson who are regulars at Fullarton - but 
did you know that Robert used to work 
as a tour guide at the Scottish Maritime 
Museum just round the corner? Part 
of his job was to take visitors round the 
harbour in a small boat and this gave him 
the chance to see some of the wildlife 
(very) close up! Thanks Robert for 
sharing some of your tales!

1. HOPPY THE HERON 

Hoppy the heron just appeared one day 
and remained for most of my 18 months 
in the job. We think he must have flown 
into some sort of cable and injured his leg 
as he had limited use of it. He could fly 
and fish but when he wanted to stand he 
would chose a part of an old wrecked boat 
where he could rest the bad leg and keep 
his balance! Sometimes he seemed to 
forget about the bad leg and would lean 
to one side then fall out of sight into the 
long grass!

(Think “Del boy” Trotter from Only Fools 
and Horses, in the pub, leaning against the 
bar and falling through because the barman 
had lifted the hatch!). Fortunately Hoppy 
always seemed to have a soft landing!

2. THE WILD MINK 

One of the ships I helped look after was 
the Carrick which was anchored outside 
the Marina inn, and she had some 
unwelcome crew in the form of wild mink 
which seemed aggressive and certainly 
frightened some of the staff.

I think I know where they came from. 
Near my childhood home in Kilbirnie, 
2 farmers decided to use some or their 
buildings to breed mink for fur coats! At 
the peak it is believed there were about 
200 mink in the place. I knew somebody 
who worked there and their job was to go 
in each morning to check on the mink, 
feed them 3 or 4 times a day and then 
lock the place up for the night.

WILDLIFE



PAGE 23 PAGE 24   November 2020   •   Fullarton Contact www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk

Soon the black swan began attracting 
visitors…the RSPB came to warn us not 
to take the boat too close, as did the 
SSSI group who look after the sands and 
marsh area. Word of the black swan was 
spreading…in the old fashioned way, by 
word of mouth and phone calls and by 
lunchtime on the first day we had people 
from all over Scotland hoping to get a photo 
of the celebrity guest. A few days later we 
had people from the South of England, 
Holland, Germany and Eastern Europe. 
We were mobbed with folk wanting to pay 
us to take them in the boat to get a closer 
view. The school groups going on their boat 
tour suddenly had “paparazzi” taking their 
pictures too – this did not go down well.

Then just as suddenly as he/she came,  
the black swan went, and everything  
went back to normal.

5. MR AND MRS SWAN

At the Carrick end of the museum 
we spent a lot of time on the floating 
pontoons where we kept our small boat. 
While there we were adopted by Mr and 

Mrs Swan, an elegant couple who were 
definitely able to tell the time.

Every morning we had to have the place 
open with the boat ready for the first 
visitors and on the water for 9:30 sharp. 
When we arrived at the boat Mr and Mrs 
Swan would appear out of nowhere and 
want fed, but they were fussy! The only 
thing they wanted from us was smokey 
bacon crisps, nothing else! If we tried any 
other flavours Mr Swan refused them and 
Mrs Swan would eat them reluctantly, 
and then she would raise her neck, lean 
forward and stare at you (if she could 
talk she would be saying “remember the 
smokey bacon tomorrow please!”).

If for some reason we were late in setting 
up Mrs Swan would come right up and 
start tapping you on the ankle wanting her 
breakfast! Visitors on the boat were always 
very surprised by how tame these particular 
swans were…they never knew our secret…
the power of the smokey bacon crisps!

ROBERT WILSON

THE RE  I S  A  TIME  
FO R  E V E RY THING

THERE IS A TIME FOR EVERYTHING, 
AND A SEASON FOR EVERY ACTIVITY UNDER HEAVEN:

A TIME TO BE BORN AND A TIME TO DIE, 
A TIME TO PLANT AND A TIME TO UPROOT,

A TIME TO KILL AND A TIME TO HEAL, 
A TIME TO TEAR DOWN AND A TIME TO BUILD,

A TIME TO WEEP AND A TIME TO LAUGH, 
A TIME TO MOURN AND A TIME TO DANCE,

A TIME TO SCATTER STONES AND A TIME TO GATHER THEM, 
A TIME TO EMBRACE AND A TIME TO REFRAIN,

A TIME TO SEARCH AND A TIME TO GIVE UP, 
A TIME TO KEEP AND A TIME TO THROW AWAY,

A TIME TO TEAR AND A TIME TO MEND, 
A TIME TO BE SILENT AND A TIME TO SPEAK,

A TIME TO LOVE AND A TIME TO HATE, 
A TIME FOR WAR AND A TIME FOR PEACE.

ECCLESIASTES 3:1-8
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BLYSTHSWOOD  
SHOEBOX APPEAL 2020

Shoeboxes! Yes, despite all the challenges posed by COVID-19, 
Blythswood Care’s 2020 Shoe Box Appeal is going ahead. That more 
than anything helps us to believe that we are returning to something like 
normality, as we work out how to operate safely and within government guidelines.

Eighteen of our shops in Scotland and seven of our shops in Ireland are now open and 
trading well. Our supporters continue to be generous in donating goods to our shops. 
Clothes, textiles, bric-a-brac all help to sustain our projects. Thank you very much 
indeed.

Our main depot at Deephaven, Evanton, is open and all of the sorting team have 
returned to work, along with the delivery/collections teams, who are currently doing 
contactless deliveries and collections. If you are within our area, this means we can 
come as far as your doorstep but not come in.

We are very grateful that our foodbanks in Scotland and our overseas projects continue 
to operate thanks to the generous support of people like you. You can keep up-to-date 
through our Blythswood Care and Blythswood Care Shops Facebook pages.

The events of this year have shown us that however much we work and plan, we do not 
know what tomorrow will bring. And so we entrust our work, ourselves and each other 
into the hands of God who is always good, always wise, always in control.

He has revealed himself to us by his Son, Jesus, who says in the gospel:  
“Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble and gentle 
at heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy to bear, and the 
burden I give you is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30 NLT)

JAMES CAMPBELL 
Chief Executive

FULLARTON'S ANNUAL  
SHOEBOX APPEAL 2020

IS IT ON THIS YEAR?

 � YES – as long as the current Level 3  
of COVID-19 is NOT increased.

WHO DO WE NEED?

 � SHOEBOXERS  � DRIVERS

ANY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS THIS YEAR?

 � YES – you MUST pre-book by calling Alan on 07754 514275 any time between 
9am and 7pm

 � All children under age 16 MUST be accompanied by an adult

 � Every helper will be tested before entering Fullarton Hall using a hand-held heat tester

 � Face masks MUST be worn at all times in the Appeal

WHAT WILL BE NEEDED MOST OF ALL?

 � PRAYERS for the recipients of the gifts – for their realisation they are valued

 � PRAYERS for all concerned in the Appeal – for their safety, wellbeing, strength, 
good humour and contentment

WHAT ARE THE DATES?

 � TUES, WED, THU, FRI, SAT  
– first 3 weeks of NOV

WHAT TIMES?

 � From 10am to 5pm  
– and there may be a night shift too
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the Jewish people waited 
for the Messiah and how 
Christians and Messianic 
Jews wait for the second 
coming of Christ, today.

WHEN DOES ADVENT  
BEGIN IN 2020?

Advent also marks the 
start of the new liturgical 

year, and it always begins on Advent 
Sunday, which is the fourth Sunday 
before Christmas day.

Advent 2020 begins on Sunday, November 
29 and ends on Thursday, December 24.

THE ADVENT WREATH & CANDLES

The Advent wreath first appeared in 
Germany in 1839. A Lutheran minister 
working at a mission for children created 
a wreath out of the wheel of a cart. He 
placed twenty small red candles and four 
large white candles inside the ring. The 
red candles were lit on weekdays and the 
four white candles were lit on Sundays.

Eventually, the Advent wreath was 
created out of evergreens, symbolizing 
everlasting life in the midst of winter 
and death. The circle reminds us of 
God’s unending love and the eternal life 

THE MEANING OF ADVENT

DAVID HUME'S INAUGURATION

Congratulations to Rev David Hume on 
his ordination as a local minister of word 
& sacrament in Alloway this evening! A 
privilege to represent I&K and Fullarton 
Parish Church. God’s continuing best to 
and through you, David Hume

NEIL URQUHART

he makes possible. Advent candles are 
often nestled in the evergreen wreath. 
Additional decorations, like holly and 
berries, are sometimes added. Their red 
colour points ahead to Jesus’ sacrifice 
and death. Pinecones can symbolize 
the new life that Jesus brings through 
his resurrection. Families begin lighting 
a candle on the fourth Sunday before 
Christmas, and they light another candle 
each subsequent Sunday.

The most common Advent candle 
tradition, however, involves four 

candles. A new candle is lit on each of 
the four Sundays before Christmas. 
Each candle represents something 
different, although traditions vary. The 
four candles traditionally represent 
hope, faith, joy, and peace. Often, the 
first, second, and fourth candles are 
purple; the third candle is rose-coloured. 
Sometimes all the candles are red; in 
other traditions, all four candles are 
blue or white. Occasionally, a fifth white 
candle is placed in the middle and is lit on 
Christmas Day to celebrate Jesus’ birth.

Advent marks the start of a season of 
preparation that looks forward to the 
celebration of Christmas and the second 
coming of Christ. It is a time of reflection 
in preparing our hearts for the coming of 
Christ – we remember how our Saviour 
humbled himself to be born as a baby 
and live among those he would save. 
We remember the perfect life He lived 
doing the will of his Father, his sacrificial 
death on the cross, and how he was raised 
from the dead three days later, having 
paid the penalty in order to save all who 
would believe. Christians remember 
Jesus' promise to return again one day 
and restore everything fully. This season 
invokes feelings of expectation and hope! 
The word Advent comes from the Latin 
adventus, meaning “arrival” or “coming” 
from the word advenire (ad- “to” venire 
“come”). Advent is a reminder of how 
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STORIES FROM THE FRONTLINE

Missions ConnectMissions Connect

The Lord put on the hearts of a young 
successful business family to pray about 
adopting a baby from a closed country. 
But it was specific, it had to be a baby that 
had a heart condition that could be treated 
in their home country (North America).

Two years later after visits to this country 
and lots of legal fees they officially 
adopted a wee two year old baby girl. 
From the moment they started praying 
for this baby they had kept a journal. 
When they got the baby home they went 
through the journal only to discover that 

the day they started praying for this baby, 
was the day she was born.

Skip forward a few years and this family 
of six is now serving the Lord in the 
same country where their daughter was 
born and this wee baby is now a healthy 
teenager who loves the Lord!

This family’s obedience to pray, their 
faith to act on God’s prompting and their 
willingness to boldly step out has changed 
not just the heart of a wee baby, but the 
lives of many in this closed country.
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MONTHLY FINANCE 
MATTERS

At the end of September, the Offerings 
for 2020 were £5,935 or 8.18% LESS than 
those received to the end of Sept 2019:

Offerings to 30th Sept, 2020: £66,620

Offerings to 30th Sept, 2019: £72,554

As expected, at the end of September our Offerings were £5,136 or 7.16 % below 
Budget, mainly due to the fact that Open Plate giving from the Sunday morning services 
has been severely impacted with the current meeting restrictions.

We are most grateful to EVERYONE who continues to financially support Fullarton over 
this period of COVID restrictions and appreciate all the effort being made to hand in 
envelopes that have been saved over the past weeks, and we also thank those electing to 
donate via Standing Order.

If you have been saving your weekly envelopes we can arrange to pick them up if that 
would help. To do this, please contact our treasurer Sandy Dickson.  
Phone: 07519 638 218 or email: fpctreasurer@btinternet.com  
Sandy will arrange (where practical) to gather in the envelopes. 

Details of the various miscellaneous donations gratefully received during June/July 
(excluding those for the Major Buildings Fund or ConneXions Café ) are shown below:

CONTINUING FINANCIAL SUPPORT DURING LOCKDOWN

As we continue to 'do church' in new and imaginative ways we continue to be 
encouraged and supported financially, mainly by those who give via automated Bank 
Transfer and Standing Order as well as those few who have managed to get envelopes 
passed to our Treasurer. We thank you so much for this, it has helped greatly.

People have been asking how they give envelopes, offerings and collections whilst we 
are unable to physically meet as a congregation. It is really appreciated when God's 
people, even in times of turmoil, consider the financial commitments of the church. 

One option is to just keep a hold of your offerings/envelopes and bring them when we 
return to some form of normality for church services. Another option is to consider 
setting up regular giving through Standing Order, or, a one-off Bank Transfer.  
To set this up you will need the following details:

Name: Fullarton Parish Church

Sort Code: 83-23-13 Account Number: 00156004

If you need any help or further information, please contact  
Sandy Dickson on 07519 638218 or Mike Rennie on 01294 275680

THE FINANCE TEAM

 � CAP Debt Centre: £585.00

 � Flower Fund: £20.00

 � Foundation Magazine: £3.50

 � Leprosy Mission: £19.73

 � Light Factory: £26.42

 � Loudoun Montgomery  
Scripture Union: £50.00

 � St. Luke’s Hospital, Hiranpur: 
£2,668.00

In September we were delighted to secure a grant from the Scottish Government’s Third 
Sector Resilience Fund to help cover some of the FPC expense and running costs for the 
next three months.

There is an easy to use Paypal ‘Donate’ button on the Fullarton Connexions web site to 
allow those from further afield, who may watch the live-stream and online services, to 
financially support the work and ministry of Fullarton.

DUTY ROTAS will be sent out to all involved, December, April, and September. The 
magazine will be sent out Feb, April, June, Sept, Nov, and Dec, giving 6 editions.
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT HUBS

Here are all the numbers for the north Ayrshire region you need to either volunteer or 
ask for support. We hope this helps. We will also be bringing some more online support 
over the coming weeks. Stay safe!

BIBLICAL CROSSWORD

IRVINE FULLARTON
07934 163884  
07398 108924 
or 01294 278207

IRVINE VINEBURGH
07864 718921  
07398 108915 
or 01294 317156 

IRVINE
07936 033039  
or 01294 313593

THREE TOWNS
07907 878861  
or 01294 475900

NORTH COAST
07907 876444  
or 01475 673309

GARNOCK VALLEY
07395 901571  
or 01505 684512

KILWINNING
07395 941792  
or 01294 554699

ARRAN
07496 658760  
or 01770 600532

If you are already involved in offering support regarding COVID-19 please get in touch  
to tell us what you are already doing or if you are interested in volunteering please  
complete the online form or email: communityplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk 
www.northayrshire.community/covid-19-updates-for-communitics/

PLEASE NOTE
The deadline for a copy of the next issue  

of Contact (DECEMBER 2020) is: 

SUNDAY 22ND NOVEMBER
Email articles to  

secretary@fullartonchurch.co.uk by that 
date, or in the Secretary’s Pigeon hole in 

the Church vestibule. Please adhere  
to the deadline date. Thank you.

We are doing our best to 
deliver Contact Magazine to 
all members and adherents 
from now on. If you decide 
you do not wish one, please 
let us know and we can take 
you off the list. 

Included in your September 
Contact is a new-look Sunday 
Services Form, we would be 
grateful if you can fill it in and 
return to us.

Across

 1 Desperation; Praised 

(anag) (7)

 5 God, doing this on day 

7 (7)

 9 More refined (5)

 10 One of Paul’s 

letters (9)

 11 Uncared for (9)

 12 Encamp against 

city (5)

 13 Charitable giving (4)

 15 Consecrated (8)

 18 Abraham received 

these (8)

 19 Jesus raised in 3 (4)

 22 Colour found only in 

Ezekiel (5)

 24 Someone who 

shields (9)

 26 Continuance of life (9)

 27 Grind together (5)

 28 Unusual (7)

 29 Athalia’s cry (7)

Down

 1 Rely on (6)

 2 Tail-ender (9)

 3 Be in harmony (5)

 4 Not wicked (9)

 5 Reigned (5)

 6 Contented (9)

 7 Picture (5)

 8 Good news (6)

 14 The first, first-aider? (9)

 16 Fradulent (9)

 17 Slain by Moses (9)

 20 They get the hump (6)

 21 Parentless (6)

 23 Prickly shrub (5)

 24 300 bought ointment 
to anoint Jesus (5)

 25 Keen-sighted bird of 
prey (5)

Bible Crossword III

by Philologus © BiblePuzzles.org.uk
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