NOVEMBER 2020

FROM THE MANSE
Rev. Neil Urquhart, Fullarton Parish
Church Manse, 48 Waterside, Irvine

via Spotify, etc under ‘The Shoes Brothers Don’t Worry About A Thing’. Kindly again,
Irvine Beat FM are playing it regularly to
and through Christmas. The short film
(Facebook & YouTube), backed by the song,
features highlights from previous years
and encourages us all to face the future
positively. Here are the lyrics:

Don’t Worry About A Thing,
Everything’s Gonna Be Alright!
Turn on The Light and sing,
Everything’s Gonna Be Alright!
Give thanks in everything,
Everything’s Gonna Be Alright!
Turn up your voice and sing,
Everything’s Gonna Be Alright!
Don’t Worry About A Thing,
Everything’s Gonna Be Alright!

Darkness falls upon our land,
Nothing certain, hard to plan.
God is near stretch out your hand
and Look for him today.
Child who built the starry skies
There within a manger lies.
Humbly Jesus comes to us,
Quietly, without a fuss.

Dear Friends,
Some Christmas trees shot up very early
this year causing some of groans, but I
get that some people wanted lights and
colour up earlier than usual due to the dark
shadow of COVID. Thankfully lockdown
rules will be relaxed around Christmas. We
must continue to be vigilant and careful
to protect one another but spending
time with loves ones will be particularly
poignant and precious this Christmas.
Fr Boyd and I weren’t sure what to do
about our annual Advent Adventure.
Despite pandemic restrictions we’ve done a
Caribbean style Christmas single, accessible
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Jesus switch on all our lights,
Put an end to every fight.
He’s King of Kindness can’t you see?
Full of Love for you and me!
Here to clear our lockdown blues,
Change the channel to Good News,
Helping hand when you can’t cope,
With the message, “There is Hope!”
RAP VERSE:
YOU: wound up, fired up,
ditched your dancing shoes?
YOU: stressed out, strung out,
drowning in the blues?
YO! Wise up, calm down,
hear the angels sing,
Breathe in, breathe out,
Peace in everything!
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This is the Gift of Christmas, with us every
day. The deep-seated knowledge and belief
that God loves you deeply and dearly and
is with you to stay, to switch the lights
on in our hearts and beam his light into
others’ lives. Shine on my friends!
A very happy Christmas and hopeful
New Year to every one of us,
Your fellow minister and friend,
What solid grounds do we have to hope
for the future? In the Christmas story we
have news of the God Who made all that
is shrinking to human size, becoming like
us that we might become like Him. Some
people talk about ‘Saving Christmas’, what
‘mince’ (rubbish), Christmas doesn’t need
saved! The reality and truth of Christmas
is ever with us! Christmas doesn’t need
saving, it needs to be received as Gift,
God’s personal, life-transforming loving
power and presence come in Christ, now
available by His Spirit. And so our Shoes
Bros’ chorus runs:
www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk

NEIL URQUHART
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CONNEXIONS
CONTACT REPORT

ConneXions will also be closing for a few
weeks over the quite Christmas period,
so our last day of operations for the year
will be Friday 18th December and we will
reopen officially on Monday 18th January
2020, with a week prior to that for staff
training from 11th January.

DECEMBER 2020
Since the last time I reported there have
been changes in the restrictions set out
by the Scottish Government pertaining
to the Coronavirus pandemic as South
and East Ayrshire find themselves in a tier
4 lockdown whilst we in North Ayrshire
remain in tier 3 at the time of writing. This
has meant that, so far, we have been able
to stay open for the few regular groups we
currently have running and the cafe can
continue to open, but we are no longer
able to admit people travelling from level 4
areas, including some of our own volunteers
from places like Barassie, Troon and
Kilmarnock. Due to our proximity to the
borders with both East and South Ayrshire,
we work with people from all of those
areas as well as those on our doorstep, so
the latest restrictions, whilst good because
we can continue our operations, are also
both tricky and frustrating for the reasons
highlighted. However, our priority at this
time, as it has been all along, is to keep
people safe when using our building.
Not a lot has changed in the last month
– we continue to open for a few regular
groups, mainly those working with
children, who are not included within
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the social distancing measures, and the
Blythswood Shoebox Appeal which
ran for three weeks in November, as
in previous years. It was a pleasure to
get involved in the shoebox appeal on a
personal level as a volunteer. Imagining
the joy on the face of the Moldovan child
receiving the package I was making up
was quite an emotional experience.
Naturally at this time of year, everyone’s
attentions are drawn towards Christmas.
This year, we are teaming up with the
Fullarton Hub who have been running
a food provision service throughout the
pandemic period and are hoping to be
able, with our help, to deliver Christmas
hampers to those in the community who
are in need of them. If you would like to
volunteer to help with this, please get in
touch to let us know.
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In a year that has contained a lot of
uncertainty, we do not expect everything
to return to normal at midnight on 1st
January, but with promising news about
the development of vaccines for the virus
and the hope that these will be available
perhaps as early as the Spring, there is
at least some hope on the horizon that
things can soon start returning to normal
for the world and for our community,
or at least moving forward into a new
normal where in-person relationships
can take place more easily and we can all
start healing from the effects of what has
so far been a very steep learning curve
for us all.
Of course, our real hope lies not on the
horizon, but in Christ who is, in the words
of St. Augustine, ‘always closer to us
than we are to ourselves’. The knowledge
that God is with us in spite of any and all
circumstances is of great comfort now and
always, and we remain as committed as
ever to serving the community of Fullarton
and Harbourside and helping people in
our community to take steps closer to
www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk

this Jesus. It is apparent that some of the
modes of mission historically employed
by the church have been adversely
affected, or kiboshed entirely, over the
course of 2020, but this has provided the
opportunity to innovate in terms of how
we participate in the mission of God, who
is continually restoring and drawing all
things to himself. We are all learning new
things and life is hard for everyone just
now, particularly at Christmas, when we
are so used to celebrating with family and
traditional festivities. Fear of the unknown
and uncertainty about the future are
ever-present but part of the call of God to
Christians is to learn to live with the tension
and mystery that surrounds us, and to trust
that God is working out his purposes in the
world and in our individual and corporate
lives. This does not deny the harsh realities
of the world, or attempt explain them away
with pat answers, but to learn to recognise,
name and celebrate God at work in our
lives, our church and our community
wherever we see it, and thereby to live
hope-filled lives that reach out in kindness,
grace, love and compassion at a time when
the world so desperately needs it.
We would like to wish you all a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year, from
all at Fullarton ConneXions, and we look
forward to seeing you in 2021.
ASHLEY VAUGHAN
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"GROWING YOUNG" AT FULLARTON
 Being the best neighbours we can
be, to our community and to the
worldwide church

Fullarton is one of 23 Scottish churches
that are participating in a project called
“Growing Young.” The idea is deliberately
to develop characteristics that help young
people to feel at home in the church
family, to get to know Jesus better and
to grow into leadership. We are focussing
on six characteristics that are common in
congregations where young people thrive:
 “Keychain leadership” (i.e. older
leaders apprenticing younger folk,
passing on the baton to them in a
supportive way and trusting them)
 Empathy with today’s young people (i.e.
getting to know them, listening to them
without judging and learning something
of the pressures they’re under)
 Taking Jesus’ message seriously
 Developing warm relationships across
the generations
 Prioritising young people in all we do
(i.e. actively looking to involve them in
all areas of our work)
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If you lead any group / team / ministry in
Fullarton, keep asking the question, “Are
there any younger people we can involve
in this?” Remember, Jesus was probably
about 33 when He died for us; Paul wrote
to Timothy, “Don’t let anyone look down
on you because you are young but set an
example…”

or finding out more, speak to Sheena
Kinmond – s.kinmond@btinternet.com
Please pray for the Growing Young team,
for all our young people, and most of all
for all of us to listen to God humbly and
follow as He leads us forward.
SHEENA KINMOND

This is not “just another fad” and it’s not
about patronising or pandering to young
folk, it’s about fulfilling our Mission
Statement (TOGETHER to share the
love of Jesus and make disciples…) and
becoming even more of a family where
everyone feels at home and knows they
have a vital part to play. If we don’t “grow
young” we’ll grow old!
Following on from what we have learnt in
recent Grow Groups of the benefits of
being accountable to another Christian,
we hope to set up and encourage some
intergenerational “buddying” partnerships.
If you have not yet had an opportunity
to take part in discussion about this and
would like to, or if you are interested
in joining the Growing Young team
December 2020 • Fullarton Contact
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PASTORAL
CARE TEAM

I would like to say ‘many thanks’ once
more to my fellow elders, contact
distributors and friends, who continue to
keep in touch with Fullarton folks during
these challenging times. This really is
greatly appreciated by myself and the
Pastoral Care Team.

KEEPING IN CONTACT WITH OTHERS!
The Pastoral Care Team continue to keep
in touch with as many of our Fullarton
Family as possible. Restrictions continue
to change from day to day and I don’t
think that anyone of us thought that we’d
still be in this current situation of Covid19
as we journey into the Festive Season.
There are still certain things that we as
a team are sadly unable to do. Visits to
the elderly, housebound, bereaved, those
who have been unwell, those recently
home from hospital, are unable to take
place at the moment due to the current
restrictions. I also know that many of you
rely on members of the Pastoral Care
Team and friends in the congregation to
bring you to church by car on Sunday
mornings. Again, due to the current
restrictions, we are unable to take
passengers in our car who are not part of
our own family unit - sadly this situation
is out with our control. As we approach
2021, we have to hope and pray that a
vaccine will soon be available, allowing
us a bit more freedom from the current
restrictions, thus enabling the team to
try and get you along to Sunday morning
worship services as soon as we possibly can!
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Again, I would like to stress that The
Pastoral Care Team entirely depend on
you, the Fullarton Family, to keep us
informed of members of your family or
friends who are ill, would like to receive
a phone call, church card, or in need

This year has seen a number of our
church families, and those in our
community, lose a dear loved one. At
this time of year, we would normally be
sending out invitations to come along to
our Christmas Contemplative Service in
the Sanctuary in December. This service
has had to be cancelled due to Covid19
restrictions. However, we hope that we
will be able to have a Remembrance
Service sometime in 2021 for families
of those who have been bereaved during
2020. We continue to keep all these
families and friends in our thoughts and
prayers over the Festive Season, which
I’m sure will be a difficult time for so
many people.
December 2020 • Fullarton Contact

of prayer support – especially at the
moment. Please contact Kate Gibson
(Team Leader – 01294 276148) or any
member of the Pastoral Care Team.
May I wish you all God’s Blessing of
Hope, Peace, and Love during this
Festive Season.
Please take care, keep safe and God Bless
KATE GIBSON
(Pastoral Care Team Leader)

PASTORAL CARE TEAM
We as a team entirely depend on you, the members, telling us when members of your
family and friends are ill, or in hospital, or even when they would like a visit. This is a list of
the team members and we ask you to please contact any one of us if you need our help:
Kate Gibson (Team Leader):
01294 276148
Jean Wyllie (Secretary):
01294 274345
Sandra Deeprose: 01292 315169
Margaret Elliott: 01294 214433
May Elliot: 01294 471660

www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk

Pam Hutcheson: 01294 311933
Janet Kennedy: 01294 275574
Ann Wood: 01294 279546
Christine O’May: 01294 215960
David Clark: 01505 684271
Aileen Roy: 0756 378 5364
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HERE ARE SOME HELPFUL RESOURCES
YOU MIGHT WANT TO ACCESS
ON FULLARTON CONNEXIONS
FACEBOOK PAGE:
60 Second Sermons from Neil
You can also catch Rev Neil’s daily 60
Second Sermons on the same Fb page,
from 9am Mon’ – Sat’, on Instagram
@fullartonconnexions and on Neil’s
Twitter @NU4Yoo feed.

Sunday Stream Services
10:30am and 6:30pm (via Zoom too)
Post Service
After the usual pre-recorded service
streamed on the Fullarton Connexions
Facebook page, there is a chance to join
people, present in the church sanctuary,
in responding to the 10:30 service in
the private ‘Fullarton Parish Church’
Facebook group, which you can join by
applying for membership on the page.

BIRTHDAYS

Thank you to the Fullarton Family for
the lovely plant and best wishes, on the
occasion of our Diamond Wedding

Mrs Felicia Wilson who was 90

BETTY & ANDREW MARTIN

FUNERALS

Mrs Maisie Roger who was 93

"I am the resurrection and the life..."
I would like to thank the Fullarton Family
for the lovely birthday card I received on
my 92nd birthday. Gods Blessings to you
all. Yours sincerely,

Worship Wednesdays
8:00 – 8:30pm
Praise led by some of our worship leaders

THANK YOU

MARGARET HOLLAS

Within only a few weeks 6 of our
members have passed into Glory. We
pray God’s Comfort and Courage for all
who grieve and mourn!
OCTOBER

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

*Ian Downie

For now, we will get together (via Zoom)
to pray 3 times per week. Invitations will
be sent out to those on the emailing list
by the host for the week. All are welcome,
and if you are not on an emailing list,
please contact one of the hosts.

Mary (May) Duff

 Wednesday 7:00am prayer breakfast
– regular host Neil Urquhart.

*Catherine McQueenie

Matthew (Matt) Kerr
NOVEMBER
*Agnes (Nana) Craig

*Willie Macdonald

 Wednesday 7:00pm (intercession
before Worship Wednesday)
– regular host Ian Young.

*Jean Spence
Brian Cole

 Saturday 9:15am
– regular host Sheena Kinmond.

*Isobel Burns
* Denotes member or adherent.
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FULLARTON GUILD UPDATE

J U S T A WE AV E R
MY LIFE IS BUT A WEAVING
BETWEEN MY LORD AND ME;
I CANNOT CHOOSE THE COLOURS
HE WORKETH STEADILY.
OFT TIMES HE WEAVETH SORROW
AND I, IN FOOLISH PRIDE,
FORGET HE SEES THE UPPER,
AND I THE UNDER SIDE.
NOT TILL THE LOOM IS SILENT
AND THE SHUTTLES CEASE TO FLY,
SHALL GOD UNROLL THE CANVAS
AND EXPLAIN THE REASON WHY.
THE DARK THREADS ARE AS NEEDFUL
IN THE WEAVER’S SKILFUL HAND,
AS THE THREADS OF GOLD AND SILVER
IN THE PATTERN HE HAS PLANNED.
HE KNOWS, HE LOVES, HE CARES,
NOTHING THIS TRUTH CAN DIM.
HE GIVES HIS VERY BEST TO THOSE
WHO CHOSE TO WALK WITH HIM.
BY BENJAMIN MALACIA FRANKLIN
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Our Leadership Team and Committee met on Monday 16th
November to discuss the current situation of Covid-19 and the
Government restrictions for meetings and car-sharing. After a
long and thoughtful discussion, a decision has been made that our
prepared syllabus for January – March be put on the back-burner
until October 2021.
During the past number of months we have tried to keep in touch with our members
by making telephone calls, sending out cards with a teabag to allow an enjoyable
“cuppa” as well as a newsletter with a paper copy of the prepared syllabus. We
understand that this is not the same as meeting and sharing with our Guild friends but
under the circumstances it was the best we could do. Nevertheless, we will continue to
keep in touch and perhaps once everything is back to the new normal we will be able to
catch up and share our news, and how everyone coped with all the lockdowns .
Meantime, may we wish you a Very Happy Christmas and a Healthy and Happy New Year.
GUILD LEADERSHIP TEAM & COMMITTEE
Catherine, Sheila, Margaret, Joanne, Linda,
Lillias, Carol, Ann, May & Nan

WEDNESDAY PACKERS
The Wednesday Packers hope to restart their weekly meetings from
Wednesday 20 January 2021 (provided the Scottish Government
regulations allow). As with the Shoebox Appeal, it is intended to ask
everyone who wishes to attend to submit to a heat sensor check before
entering Fullarton Hall (or Schoolroom) to ensure as far as possible we all stay clear of
COVID-19. Face masks will be required to be worn throughout the time as Packers and
social distancing will be practised throughout our time together. Tea and coffee may be
allowed during our usual break for prayer and chat but will depend on regulations at that
time. The watchword will be S L O W (to ensure as far as possible everyone’s safety).
www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk
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THANKSGIVING FOR
ELDER ‘CATHERINE
MCQUEENIE’,
WHO DIED ON
7TH NOVEMBER,
AGED 71
We thank God for Catherine’s days among
us: born and brought up in Scott Road
and Seaton Terrace, Cathy worked as an
Overlocker, Tupperware Manager and
Provident agent. Married to Ivan (our
church officer), her beloved husband, for
52 years she loved her boys Raymond
& Martyn and their families. Indeed she
loved working with tots and kids.
Here at Fullarton Katy became an elder
and in with the bricks, a living stone: child
protection officer, LMPS Scripture Union
helper, Youth Café and Summer Mission
leader, helping Mission and Discipleship
nationally by visiting congregations to
share good practice; she had a real heart
for the least, last and lost, and thrived
working with disadvantaged kids, along
with Alan Barr, Ivan and Reality, at centres
like Glenshee Lodge. Back at Fullarton:
Catherine was a Kosovo Wednesday
packer and Blythswood Christmas shoe
boxer, along with Sandra Davidson, source
of great hilarity, madness, mayhem and
PAGE 13

CONNEXIONS COMMUNITY CAFE
TUESDAYS
10:30am – 2:00pm
We are open with a limited table space.
Come along and bring your family and
friends for tea/coffee, baking , and
lunches. You should be able to get a
parking space and a table no bother!? The
soft play is not available at the moment.

entertainment in The Guild and Choir.
She also served in The Action Group and
Fullarton Centre Café, with a much better
social life than her boys. A humble servant
and follower of our Lord Jesus, who loved
God’s Word and singing His praise, she
joined in musical productions like Joseph.
In the craft group her cards and book
folding creations were masterpieces, each
one. She regularly said, “If you can’t say
something nice about someone then you
shouldn’t say it at all.”
We thank God for this creative, brave,
strong, kind hearted, thoughtful,
considerate, caring, gentle, faith-full,
family loving lady, who trusted in her
Saviour Jesus Christ and sought to channel
His Love. Our thoughts and prayers are
especially with Ivan and the whole family.
December 2020 • Fullarton Contact

UPDATE:

Fullarton Connexions closes from
21st DEC and reopens 18th JAN.
Tuesday Cafés reopen 19th JAN!

CAFE SOLACE
UNBEATABLE VALUE AND GREAT COMPANY
Cafe Solace continues on TUESDAY EVENINGS from 5-6pm (at the moment
due to restrictions) where you can get a 3 course dinner for less than £2!
www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk
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TREAT PRISONERS WITH COMPASSION,
DON'T BE 'JUDGEMENTAL'

AMAZING GRACE
“Speaking of those who would inherit the
Kingdom of God, Jesus said ‘I needed
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and
you looked after me, I was in prison and
you came to visit me’.

in prisons and
communities across
Scotland.
Rev Sheena Orr, chairwoman of the
Prisoner’s Week Trust, said the COVID-19
restrictions had provided the general
public with a “little glimpse into what
isolation can mean”.
The theme of Prisoners Week
2020 is Not Alone.
People must stop being so judgemental about
those serving prison sentences, the Moderator
of the General Assembly has said.
Rt Rev Dr Martin Fair said one of the
“brightest and smartest” men he has ever
met spent many years behind bars and
anyone can have their lives turned around
by the grace of God.

The theme of Prisoner’s Week, which is
being held online for the first time due
to COVID-19 restrictions, this year is
“Not Alone”.
Sessions are being held every day between
the 15th and 22nd of November including
one to help convicted people to unlock
their potential.
A play called ‘Insiders’, filmed inside HMP
Shotts, explores friendship, family, faith
and doing time during lockdown.

He said his friend is a committed Christian
and walking a very different path, helping
people who are in the same position that
he was in.

There are several video conferencing
sessions aimed at supporting the families
of loved ones who are serving time for
crimes they committed.

Dr Fair spoke out to mark Prisoner’s
Week 2020 which is a church-led
initiative aimed at stimulating discussion,
highlighting concerns and sharing hope

Dr Fair said: “One of the brightest,
smartest men I have ever known spent
many years, from his late teens to his late
30s, in prison.
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Rt Rev Dr Martin Fair
“His life went down the wrong track from
a very early age and got progressively
worse during his teens. “A wrong decision
here and one there led to all kinds of
problems for him.”
Dr Fair said the man’s life was a mess but
his congregation at St Andrew’s Parish
Church in Arbroath, Angus supported him
and his partner.
“He left the prison for the last time some
years ago and is now doing brilliantly well,”
he added.
“The support of the church was crucial for
him in getting to where he is now.

“Christians today need to pay heed to that
and believe that by amazing grace, anyone
can have their life turned round.”
Dr Fair said there were many volunteering
opportunities available for people to help
and support those in need.
“I would urge you to look into those
possibilities, to find ways in which you can
make a difference,” he added.
“During this Prisoner’s Week 2020, I
encourage you to do just that and thank
all of those already involved in this very
valuable ministry.”
Mrs Orr is a Scottish Prison Service
Chaplaincy Advisor (Church of Scotland)

“We need to move on from judgment, from
wagging our fingers and shaking our heads.
“From attitudes that ‘they made their own
bed and better lie in it’, ‘it is what they
deserve’.
“Yes, we need a criminal justice system but
for Christians it is not for us to judge.
www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk

Rev Sheena Orr
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and provides 12 hours a week chaplaincy at
HMYOI and Cornton Vale Women’s prison.

locked up in cells, less activities and less
access to family and friends.”

SERVICES

She said the theme is an assurance to
those inside that there are people thinking
about them, praying for them and
supporting them wherever possible.

BREAK INTO DARKEST OF CELLS

Morning services are available on ‘Fullarton ConneXions’ Facebook page.

Mrs Orr said the challenge for people
was how can they “be there” for people in
prison and support them after they have
been released.

If you don’t want to (or can’t) sign up to Facebook you can still view the
services by going to www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk and clicking on
the front photo of Rev Neil inside a mobile phone. This will take you to
the livestream and the library of previous services. ‘Care to Share’ and
‘Prayer Share’ on the Fullarton Parish Church Facebook Page.

“I think we have all learned a little more
about what it means to be locked up
during lockdown,” she added.
“Certainly for those of us on the outside
who have been locked up in our homes,
it has given us a little glimpse into what
isolation can mean.
“For those inside prison it has been
particularly difficult with longer hours

“How can we show compassion to families
affected by imprisonment and show we
care even when a physical presence is not
possible,” she added.
“We believe that God's presence can break
into the darkest of cells and He uses us to
demonstrate that loving presence to one
another.”

Virtual Socialising and Catch-up after 10:30am Service:
Replacing the usual ConneXions Café Buzz after morning services we
can meet up on a shared Zoom Call. Come to simply hang out or / and
go deeper with the theme and message in applying it to our daily lives
(leave when you please, closed by noon). We’ll open doors as soon as the
10:30am service finishes (11:15’ish).
Accessible on the internet via Zoom: Meeting ID: 834 3835 8837 /
Passcode: 894452
us02web.zoom.us/j/83438358837?pwd=cU95azFFdHF0eUZkNzd1eT
ljVkpwUT09
Without internet access you can still listen in and chat on the Zoom Call
by phoning 0131-460-1196, then keying in Meeting ID and Password.
6:30pm Service (Neil leading)
Accessible on the internet via Zoom:
Meeting ID: 894 4399 9760 / Passcode: 571058
us02web.zoom.us/j/89443999760?pwd=bTFIY3IyVnlraVp3dnFjR1J5
RjJEUT09
Without internet access you can still listen in on the 6:30pm Zoom
service by phoning 0131-460-1196, then keying in Meeting ID and
Password. Visible on ConneXions Facebook Page.
Our weekly service sheet is available on www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk
and is sent out at the moment to all with e-mail addresses.

PAGE 17

December 2020 • Fullarton Contact

www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk

PAGE 18

FORTHCOMING SERVICES
Can you attend Sunday 10:30am Services in Fullarton Connexions during COVID-19?

Sunday 17th

All are welcome, whether it’s online or in person! There is space for you at Fullarton
Connexions 10:30am on Sunday for viewing if you want to attend in person!

Sunday 13th

10:30am

Morning Service: Joan Campbell

6:30pm

Evening Service: Sandy McFadyean

10:30am

Morning Service: Rev Neil

6:30pm

Evening Service: Ashley Vaughan

Sunday 20th 10:30am
6:30pm
Thursday 24th 6:30pm
Friday 25th

10:30am

Morning Service

6:30pm

Evening Service

Morning Service: Rev Neil

Sunday 7th

Evening Service: Rev Neil
Christmas Eve Service
Watchnight Service

10:30am

Christmas Day Service

JANUARY
Sunday 3rd 10:30am
All Age Communion Service
		[ONLINE ONLY]
Morning Service

Growing Young (GY) 1
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Morning Service

Growing Young (GY) 3 – Empathy

Morning Service

6:30pm

Evening Service

10:30am

Morning Service

6:30pm

Evening Service

Acts 15:1-35

Growing Young (GY) 4 – Jesus Message
Acts 15:36 - 16:10

FEBRUARY

All-age Youth Service – Advent 4: All-age - ‘Missing Peace’
Mary (Jesus' Mother)

Acts 14

10:30am

Advent 3: ‘Big Picture’

Joseph (Jesus’ Step-Dad)

Growing Young (GY) 2 – Unlocking Keychain Leadership

Evening Service

Zechariah (John the Baptist’s Dad)

10:30pm

Sunday 10th 10:30am

Sunday 31st

Acts 13

6:30pm

Advent 2: ‘Piece by Piece’

Sunday 27th 10:30am
Morning Service: Rev Neil
		[ONLINE ONLY]

PAGE 19

Evening Service

Sunday 24th 10:30am

DECEMBER
Sunday 6th

6:30pm

Sunday 14th 10:30am

Sunday 21st

Growing Young (GY) 5 – Warm Community
Acts 17:1-14

Morning Service

Growing Young (GY) 6 – Prioritise Young People

6:30pm

Evening Service

10:30am

Morning Service

6:30pm

Evening Service

Sunday 28th 10:30am
6:30pm

www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk

Acts 17:15-34

Growing Young (GY) 7 – Best Neighbours
Acts 18:1-22

Morning Service

Growing Young (GY) 8 – Plan 4 Change

Evening Service
Acts 18:23-28
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The Old Russian Shoemaker

cold evening. So, he lit his stove and put a
kettle of water on to boil. He was sure Jesus
would like something to eat.

I

He looked in the larder and there was a fresh
loaf of bread and soup ready for warming.
When Jesus came, he could invite Him to sit
in his chair, with his warm blanket around
Him, and give Him a hot drink, soup, and
fresh bread to eat.

"It's Christmas Day, goodwill on earth,
Let's celebrate the Saviour's birth.
God gave his love, what can I bring
That's worthy of a new-born King?"

Tomorrow would be Christmas Day and he
so wanted to give Jesus a special gift, but
what could a poor shoemaker give Jesus? All
of a sudden he knew. He could make Jesus
a pair of his finest shoes. But what size were
Jesus' feet? He would need to make a pair of
his finest shoes in every size, and Jesus could
have the pair of shoes that fitted Him best!

The old Shoemaker smiled and said,
"Thank you. You must be so thirsty after
your singing. I have hot drinks warming
on my stove. I was saving them for a
special guest, but I'm sure He won't mind.
I have other gifts for Him." He poured them
hot drinks and waved
them goodbye.

by Paul Thomson & Leo Tolstoy

t was Christmas Eve. In a small
Russian village, excited children
were playing in the streets. Down
the street shuffled an old shoemaker.
He waved at the children as he made his
way to his small shop on the corner.
Everyone loved the kind old shoemaker.
He went inside and set to work making and
mending shoes.
The old Shoemaker stopped and stood in
the window of his shop. He listened to the
squeals of laughter as the children played,
but his thoughts were far away.
He did not have a family, and on Christmas
Day he would be all alone.
He sighed, picked a big leather-bound book
from a shelf, and rested in his big old chair.
He ran his fingers along the lines of the
book. It was the story of Christmas. He
read how the Wise Men had brought gifts
for Jesus-the best gifts they could offer. He
scratched his head, looked round his little
room and thought, "If Jesus visited me,
what would I be able to give Him?" Then
he settled back in his chair, pulled up his
favourite blanket and before very long, the
warmth of the fire made him drowsy.
Outside, the children returned to their
homes. A small group of children huddled
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together. They did not have a warm home to
go to. They did not have parents to care for
them. They were orphans. Slowly they made
their way to the cold, empty orphanage and
huddled together to keep warm.
Across the street from the orphanage,
the old shoemaker was snoring gently.
Suddenly he heard a voice in the room.

"Dear old Shoemaker, you were wondering
what you could give Me. Tonight I am
going to visit your village. Look out for
Me. I shall not say who I am."
The old shoemaker jumped to his feet
and rubbed his eyes. Jesus was coming to
visit! What could he give Him? He was
sure Jesus would like a hot drink on such a
December 2020 • Fullarton Contact

The Shoemaker returned to his shop and
carried on working. Just then, he heard
voices outside. Had Jesus come? He rushed
to the door. But all he could see was a group
of children singing carols.

He set to work at once. As he worked, the
old Shoemaker suddenly heard footsteps. He
rushed to the window. But it wasn't Jesus.
It was a young boy lighting lamps along
the street. His coat was threadbare and he
shivered as he worked. "How cold he looks,"
thought the old Shoemaker, "I could give
him my blanket, I still have other gifts for
Jesus." He shuffled outside with his blanket
and wrapped it around the shoulders of
the young boy. The boy
stopped shivering,
smiled gratefully,
and went
on his
way.
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No sooner had he gone back to his work
than the old Shoemaker heard a different
set of footsteps. It must be Jesus! He rushed
out into the street. But as the footsteps came
closer, the old Shoemaker recognized the
figure of a poor widow and her children.
How hungry they looked. "Come in and
have some of my soup," said the kind old
shoemaker, "I was saving it for a special
guest, but I'm sure He won't mind. I still
have another gift for Him."
The widow and her children went into the
shop and warmed themselves by the fire.
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The old Shoemaker gave them soup and
fresh bread to eat.
Meanwhile, across the street, the children
in the orphanage were getting ready for
bed. They tucked themselves under the
covers and fell asleep.
The poor widow and her children
thanked the old Shoemaker
for his kindness and
went on their
way.

The old Shoemaker looked at his clock. It
was getting late. He must finish making his
gift for Jesus.
Every so often he would look out of the
window to see if Jesus was coming down
the street. But no one came.
Just before dawn he finished making the
shoes. He had a pair in every size, but Jesus
had not come to collect His gift.
The old Shoemaker stared out of his
window. Tears streamed down his face.
Jesus had promised to visit him, but Jesus
had not come. What would he do with all
the shoes he had made?
As the sun rose in the sky, he looked across
the street at the orphanage and wiped his tears
away. He had a wonderful idea! He gathered
up the shoes into a sack. Then he tiptoed
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across the street
and into the
orphanage.

He placed a pair of his finest shoes by each
child. Then he tiptoed back to his shop,
sat in his comfortable chair, and closed his
eyes. As he dozed, he heard the same voice
he had heard the night before:

D O N ' T FO R G E T J E S U S
CHRISTMAS IS A SPECIAL TIME
TO REFLECT ON JESUS CHRIST.
THE WONDER OF HIS LOWLY BIRTH
BRINGS MEANING TO OUR LIVES.
THERE REALLY IS NO OTHER REASON,
WE CELEBRATE THIS DAY.
THE BIRTH OF GOD'S PRECIOUS SON,
AND THE LIFE, HE WILLINGLY GAVE.

"Thank you kind Shoemaker. I visited
you last night and you gave Me warmth.
I was thirsty and you gave Me a drink.
I was hungry and you fed Me, and,
kind Shoemaker, I was in the orphanage
and you came to visit Me. Thank you
for giving Me the finest pair of your
shoes. Whatever you did for all these
people, you also did for Me."

BUT SO MUCH SEEMS TO DISTRACT US,
IN THE BUSYNESS OF OUR LIVES.
WE LOSE OUR FOCUS IN ALL THE HAPPENINGS,
NOT KNOWING, WE LEAVE OUT CHRIST.

Christmas bells rang out across the village
as the orphans woke to find their gifts.

WE NEED TO STOP AND REFLECT AWHILE,
REMEMBERING OUR PRECIOUS LORD.
HIS BIRTH, HIS LIFE AND SACRIFICE
AND ALL THAT HE STANDS FOR.

Excited children rushed out to play. The
old Shoemaker shuffled out to join the
Christmas celebrations. It was the happiest
Christmas he had ever had!

In the Bible Jesus says, "The

King will
reply, 'Truly I tell you, whatever you did for
one of the least of these brothers and sisters
of mine, you did for me.'" – Matthew 25:40
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WE LOSE SIGHT OF THE TRUE MEANING
AS WE ENDLESSLY RUSH ABOUT.
TRYING TO FIND THAT PERFECT GIFT,
SEEMS TO CLOUD OUR SAVIOUR OUT.

FOR THOUGH THE WORLD MAY CELEBRATE,
IT SEEMS, THOUGH, FOR OTHER REASONS.
LET'S KEEP IN MIND THAT JESUS CHRIST
IS THE TRUE MEANING OF THE SEASON.
BY M.S.LOWNDES

www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk
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CONNEXIONS CAFE NEWS

CHRISTIANS AGAINST POVERTY

– IRVINE & THREE TOWNS DEBT CENTRE
By the time you read this we will have been
open for 3 months. Things to be thankful for:
 Prayer team increased by 50% and
driving things forward with prayer
 Ten enquiries received with five looking
to start their journey out of debt. This
is well ahead of the national trend.
 Links with external agencies
beginning to form

Time for an update from Connexions
Cafe. We are delighted that as we are
in Tier 3 we are able to stay open. It
has been great to welcome many of our
regular patrons back to enjoy the food
and company we offer.

For those who cannot spend time in the
cafe we are now able to offer a take out
service. This will be available on Mondays,
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:30 –
1:30 and will include sandwiches, soups,
teas, coffees and cakes.

However we are also aware that some
people may not have a companion who
can join them for a coffee or lunch. As
such we are excited to offer our Chatty
Cafe Scheme. The scheme allows a Covid
safe welcoming environment for friendly
interaction. Basically we will have a table
set up with Chatty Cafe signage where
solo customers can choose to sit and be
joined by another person who would like
a chat and some company. We believe
we are the only venue in Irvine who are
offering this service.

More exciting news is that on the leadup
to Christmas we will hosting Dimwicks
Candle Co. Why not pop in for a coffee or
light lunch and browse the fantastic range
of products they have which make lovely
Christmas gifts. On offer are handmade
soaps, wax melts, candles and room sprays.
What a relaxing way to shop knowing that
not only are you buying local but also that
the products are ethically sourced.
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 Befrienders now engaging with people
who value a chat and fellowship
 Gospel being shared in some cases
with people who have never heard it
 Plans exist for churches in Troon and Ayr
to open their debt centre in Jan 2021

Please pray for:
 Publicity – more people in our area to
become aware of us

 Conversions – some who work with us
will respond to the Gospel

 Diaries – that people who want to
become debt free will phone us

 Wisdom in dealing with clients

Here are two comments from some of our clients:
 "The girls and I can look forward to Christmas now thanks to CAP" – Single mum
 "After months I can now sleep knowing that CAP will deal with things for me" –
Client recovering from depression
Our service is free to clients, confidential and endorsed
by Martin Lewis of the money saving expert. If you know
anyone who is struggling with personal debt and wants to
work with us to become debt free then get them to call our
freephone number 0800 328 0006. They will not regret it.
ALAN MCLAREN
Debt Centre Coach – CAP
07717 645804

We look forward to welcoming you.
FAYE STEVENS
December 2020 • Fullarton Contact

 Finances assured until March 2021
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CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS WORLDWIDE
Christmas traditions around the world
are diverse, but share key traits that often
involve themes of light, evergreens and hope.
Probably the most celebrated holiday in the
world, our modern Christmas is a product
of hundreds of years of both secular and
religious traditions from around the globe,
many of them centred on the winter
solstice. Discover the origins of Christmas
traditions from around the world like the Yule
log, carolling and candy canes and learn how
Christmas is celebrated “Down Under.”
SWEDEN:
‘GOD JUL!’
Most people in Scandinavian countries
honor St. Lucia (also known as St.
Lucy) each year on December 13. The
celebration of St. Lucia Day began in
Sweden, but had spread to Denmark and
Finland by the mid-19th century.
In these countries, the holiday is
considered the beginning of the Christmas
season and, as such, is sometimes referred
to as “little Yule.” Traditionally, the oldest
daughter in each family rises early and
wakes each of her family members,
dressed in a long, white gown with a red
sash, and wearing a crown made of twigs
with nine lighted candles. For the day, she

PAGE 27

is called “Lussi” or “Lussibruden” (Lucy
bride). The family then eats breakfast in a
room lighted with candles.
Any shooting or fishing done on St. Lucia
Day was done by torchlight, and people
brightly illuminated their homes. At
night, men, women and children would
carry torches in a parade. The night would
end when everyone threw their torches
onto a large pile of straw, creating a huge
bonfire. In Finland today, one girl is
chosen to serve as the national Lucia and
she is honoured in a parade in which she
is surrounded by torchbearers.
Light is a main theme of St. Lucia Day
as her name, which is derived from the
Latin word lux, means light. Her feast day
is celebrated near the shortest day of the
year, when the sun’s light again begins to
strengthen. Lucia lived in Syracuse during
the fourth century when persecution of
Christians was common. Unfortunately,
most of her story has been lost over
the years. According to one common
legend, Lucia lost her eyes while being
tortured by a Diocletian for her Christian
beliefs. Others say she may have plucked
her own eyes out to protest the poor
treatment of Christians. Lucia is the
patron saint of the blind.
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FINLAND:
‘HYVÄÄ JOULUA!’
Many Finns visit the sauna on Christmas
Eve. Families gather and listen to the
national “Peace of Christmas” radio
broadcast. It is customary to visit the
gravesites of departed family members.
NORWAY:
‘GLEDELIG JUL!’
Norway is the birthplace of the Yule log.
The ancient Norse used the Yule log in
their celebration of the return of the sun
at winter solstice. “Yule” came from the
Norse word hweol, meaning wheel. The
Norse believed that the sun was a great
wheel of fire that rolled towards and then
away from the earth. Ever wonder why
the family fireplace is such a central part
of the typical Christmas scene? This
tradition dates back to the Norse Yule
log. It is probably also responsible for the
popularity of log-shaped cheese, cakes
and desserts during the holidays.
GERMANY: ‘FROEHLICHE
WEIHNACHTEN!’
The tradition of decorating Christmas
trees comes from Germany. Decorating
evergreen trees had always been a part of
the German winter solstice tradition. The
first “Christmas trees” explicitly decorated
and named after the Christian holiday
www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk

appeared in Strasbourg (part of Alsace) in
the beginning of the 17th century. After
1750, Christmas trees began showing up
in other parts of Germany, and even more
so after 1771, when Johann Wolfgang von
Goethe visited Strasbourg and promptly
included a Christmas tree is his novel, The
Suffering of Young Werther.
MEXICO:
‘FELIZ NAVIDAD!’
In 1828, the American minister to
Mexico, Joel R. Poinsett, brought a
red-and-green plant from Mexico to
America. As its colouring seemed perfect
for the new holiday, the plants, which
were called poinsettias after Poinsett,
began appearing in greenhouses as early
as 1830. In 1870, New York stores began
to sell them at Christmas. By 1900, they
were a universal symbol of the holiday.
In Mexico, papier-mâché sculptures
called piñatas are filled with candy and
coins and hung from the ceiling. Children
then take turns hitting the piñata until it
breaks, sending a shower of treats to the
floor. Children race to gather as much of
the loot as they can.
ITALY:
‘BUON NATALE!’
Italians call Chrismas Il Natale,
meaning “the birthday.”
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ENGLAND:
‘MERRY CHRISTMAS!’
Christmas cards can be traced back to
England. An Englishman named John
Calcott Horsley helped to popularize the
tradition of sending Christmas greeting
cards when he began producing small cards
featuring festive scenes and a pre-written
holiday greeting in the late 1830s. Newly
efficient post offices in England and the
United States made the cards nearly
overnight sensations. At about the same
time, similar cards were being made by R.H.
Pease, the first American card maker, in
Albany, New York, and Louis Prang, a
German who immigrated to America in 1850.
Celtic and Teutonic peoples had long
considered mistletoe to have magic powers. It
was said to have the ability to heal wounds and
increase fertility. Celts hung mistletoe in their
homes in order to bring themselves good luck
and ward off evil spirits. During holidays in the
Victorian era, the English would hang sprigs
of mistletoe from ceilings and in doorways.
If someone was found standing under the
mistletoe, they would be kissed by someone
else in the room, behaviour not usually
demonstrated in Victorian society.
Christmas pudding, also known as “figgy
pudding” or plum pudding, is an English
dish dating back to the Middle Ages.
Suet, flour, sugar, raisins, nuts and spices
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are tied loosely in cloth and boiled until
the ingredients are “plum,” meaning they
have enlarged enough to fill the cloth. It
is then unwrapped, sliced like cake and
topped with cream.
Carolling also began in England.
Wandering musicians would travel
from town to town visiting castles and
homes of the rich. In return for their
performance, the musicians hoped to
receive a hot meal or money.
In the United States and England, children
hang stockings on their bedpost or near a
fireplace on Christmas Eve, hoping that it
will be filled with treats while they sleep.
In Scandinavia, similar-minded children
leave their shoes on the hearth. This
tradition can be traced to legends about
Saint Nicholas. One legend tells of three
poor sisters who could not marry because
they had no money for a dowry. To save
them from being sold by their father, St.
Nick left each of the three sisters gifts of
gold coins. One went down the chimney
and landed in a pair of shoes that had been
left on the hearth. Another went into a
window and into a pair of stockings left
hanging by the fire to dry.
FRANCE:
‘JOYEUX NOËL!’
In France, Christmas is called Noel. This
comes from the French phrase les bonnes
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nouvelles, which means “the good news”
and refers to the gospel.
In southern France, some people burn a
log in their homes from Christmas Eve
until New Year’s Day. This stems from an
ancient tradition in which farmers would
use part of the log to ensure good luck for
the next year’s harvest.
GREECE:
‘KALA CHRISTOUYENNA!’
In Greece, many people believe in
kallikantzeri, goblins that appear to cause
mischief during the 12 days of Christmas.
Gifts are usually exchanged on January 1,
St. Basil’s Day.
CANADA:
‘MERRY CHRISTMAS!’
Most Canadian Christmas traditions are
very similar to those practiced in the United
States. In the far north of the country, the
Eskimos celebrate a winter festival called
sinck tuck, which features parties with
dancing and the exchanging of gifts.
UKRAINE: ‘SROZHDESTVOM
KRISTOVYM!’
Ukrainians prepare a traditional twelvecourse meal. A family’s youngest child
watches through the window for the
evening star to appear, a signal that the
feast can begin.
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AUSTRALIA:
‘MERRY CHRISTMAS!’
In Australia, the holiday comes in the
middle of summer and it’s not unusual
for some parts of Australia to hit 100
degrees Farenheit on Christmas day.
During the warm and sunny Australian
Christmas season, beach time and
outdoor barbecues are common.
Traditional Christmas day celebrations
include family gatherings, exchanging
gifts and either a hot meal with ham,
turkey, pork or seafood or barbecues.
CENTRAL AMERICA:
‘MERRY CHRISTMAS!’
A manger scene is the primary decoration
in most southern European, Central
American and South American nations.
St. Francis of Assisi created the first
living nativity in 1224 to help explain the
birth of Jesus to his followers.
JAMESTOWN, VIRGINIA:
‘MERRY CHRISTMAS!’
According to reports by Captain John
Smith, the first eggnog made in the
United States was consumed in his 1607
Jamestown settlement. Nog comes from
the word grog, which refers to any drink
made with rum.
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FULLARTON'S BLYSTHSWOOD
CARE SHOEBOX APPEAL 2020

shoeboxes but, this year, there were special
routines for gifts too. A “quarantine”
box was situated just outside the cordon
into which all donations of shoeboxes
and additional gifts were placed. These
gifts were then stored safely for 72 hours
before being brought into use within the
Fullarton Hall or Schoolroom area.
The other significant change in routine was
the greater use of ‘our’ industrial unit in
Harbourside. By the end of the Appeal the
unit had housed 607 filled cartons, each
with an average of 10½ filled shoeboxes!
This year was different in many ways –
slightly fewer helpers (perhaps because
unaccompanied youngsters were not
allowed), no Scripture Union groups,
less blethering due to the need for face
coverings, and greater work output (no
tea/coffee cups at each work place!)

Every year the Shoebox Appeal seems
to generate a ‘new’ normal. This year the
new normal was so very, very different!
The outstanding facilities at Fullarton
allowed the restrictions of the Covid-19
pandemic to be contained and applied in
such a manner as to allow the Appeal to
go ahead in a great measure of controlled
safety. Blythswood Care is enormously
grateful for the flexibility afforded.
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Quite simply, a secure cordon was
established and maintained around and
within the boundaries of Fullarton Hall and
the Schoolroom. All volunteers who wished
to help had to pre-book hourly slots. On
arrival at the entrance to the cordoned area,
each volunteer had to register, submit to a
heat sensor test, and then – and only then
proceed into the cordoned area.
As in previous years, many folk arrived
at the cordon desk with gifts for the
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Again, we were fortunate to be able to
call on the ready and obliging help of St
Andrew’s and the Gospel Hall for the
loan of tables.
Importantly, we were able to continue with
our tradition of inviting a minister from one
of the churches supporting the Ayrshire
Shoebox effort to visit us and bless the gifts
and their recipients. This year the ‘new’
minister in the linked charge of St John’s
Largs and Fairlie Parishes, Rev Dr Graham
McWilliams, most willingly accepted and
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spent more than an hour going round the
volunteers and making real contact with
verve and wit. He has been involved with
Blythswood Care for several years so well
understood what we were about.
Immediately after the blessing of the
boxes, those who were working in the
Hall and Schoolroom were able to pause
work, collect a shoebox, and gather on the
pavement outside the old main entrance
to Fullarton. We made a line of honour as
the funeral cortège for Cathy McQueenie
passed immediately after her funeral
service. We mourned the loss of a muchloved founder member of the Shoeboxers.
Despite the expected lessening of
numbers of completed shoeboxes this
year, a surprising total of 6,359 shoeboxes
were collected, inspected, completed with
Christian literature, packed into cartons
and stored in our warehouse in Irvine ready
for final transportation. (Last year the
number of boxes was just over 6,000!) A
sum of almost £7,800 was also donated
to the charity to cover transportation and
other costs.
The last of “our” filled cartons left Irvine
on 27th November en route to Moldova.
Our God is indeed a God of surprises –
again and again!
FRASER HUTCHISON
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Missions Connect

STORIES FROM THE FRONTLINE
Shopping under COVID restrictions can
be a bit of a pain, but spare a thought for
those who live miles away from any shops
and home deliveries.
A missionary couple (Who used to live
not too far from here) worked deep in
the Amazon – no, not the warehouse, the
forest. Every six weeks or so the husband
would take a three day canoe ride with one
of the villagers to the nearest settlement
to do their shopping.
They grew most of their own food and
made do with what they had, but there
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were some things they could not do
without. The wife learned to be patient
as the river would often rise so much the
husband would have to delay coming
home. She also knew that he would often
come back with things not on the list.
On one particular occasion he was later
than normal. When he finally did arrive
back she asked him, “so what did you get
this time”. His reply was a bit of a surprise,
he brought home a wee orphaned baby girl!
That wee baby is now a mum with her
own children!
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MONTHLY FINANCE
MATTERS
At the end of October, the Offerings for
2020 were £4,607 or 5.73% LESS than
those received to the end of October 2019:
Offerings to 31st Oct, 2020: £75,818
Offerings to 31st Oct, 2019: £80,425
As expected, at the end of October our Offerings were £3,735 or 4.7 % below Budget,
mainly due to the fact that Open Plate giving from the Sunday morning services is down
because of current meeting restrictions. The upside is that our expenditure is slightly less
than it has been in previous years and therefore we have managed to maintain a steady
balance in the General Fund.
We are most grateful to EVERYONE who continues to financially support Fullarton over
this period of COVID-19 restrictions and appreciate all the effort being made to hand in
envelopes that have been saved over the past weeks, and we also thank those electing to
donate via Standing Order.
If you have been saving your weekly envelopes we can arrange to pick them up if that
would help. To do this, please contact our treasurer Sandy Dickson who will arrange
(where practical) to gather the envelopes. Phone: 07519 638 218 or email:
treasurer@fullartonchurch.co.uk
Details of the various miscellaneous donations gratefully received during June/July
(excluding those for the Major Buildings Fund or ConneXions Café) are shown below:
 CAP Debt Centre Centre (incl
£281.25 from HMRC): £561.25

 St. Luke’s Hospital, Hiranpur (incl
£2,195.50 HMRC): £8,369.50

 TearFund: £15.72

 Leprosy Mission: £18.44

 Loudoun Montgomery Scripture
Union (incl £225 Ferguson Bequest
and £37.50 HMRC): £287.50

 Light Factory – Ferguson
Bequest: £400.00
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There is an easy to use Paypal ‘Donate’ button on the Fullarton Connexions web site to
allow those from further afield, who may watch the live-stream and online services, to
financially support the work and ministry of Fullarton.
All Treasurers of organisations are reminded of the need to prepare their Annual
Accounts for 2020 and to have their books ready for audit in early January. Please note
the following changes to Finance Team email addresses to reflect the changes in roles:
Mr Mike Rennie: giftaidtreasurer@fullartonchurch.co.uk
Mr Sandy Dickson: treasurer@fullartonchurch.co.uk
CONTINUING FINANCIAL SUPPORT DURING LOCKDOWN
As we continue to 'do church' in new and imaginative ways we continue to be
encouraged and supported financially, mainly by those who give via automated Bank
Transfer and Standing Order as well as those few who have managed to get envelopes
passed to our Treasurer. We thank you so much for this, it has helped greatly.
People have been asking how they give envelopes, offerings and collections whilst we
are unable to physically meet as a congregation. It is really appreciated when God's
people, even in times of turmoil, consider the financial commitments of the church.
One option is to just keep a hold of your offerings/envelopes and bring them when we
return to some form of normality for church services. Another option is to consider
setting up regular giving through Standing Order, or, a one-off Bank Transfer.
To set this up you will need the following details:
Name: Fullarton Parish Church
Sort Code: 83-23-13

Account Number: 00156004

If you need any help or further information, please contact
Sandy Dickson on 07519 638218 or Mike Rennie on 01294 275680
THE FINANCE TEAM

www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk
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CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD

COMMUNITY SUPPORT HUBS

ACROSS

Here are all the numbers for the north Ayrshire region you need to either volunteer or
ask for support. We hope this helps. We will also be bringing some more online support
over the coming weeks. Stay safe!

1 Jesus’ birthplace (9)
5 Herod slew the children
of this age and under (3)
8 Peter quoted his words
on the day of Pentecost
(4)
9 “A ___ shaken with the
wind” (4)
10 “Ye shall find ___ babe
wrapped in swaddling
clothes” (3)
12 The year from Jesus’
birth (2)

IRVINE FULLARTON

IRVINE

GARNOCK VALLEY

07934 163884
07398 108924
or 01294 278207

07936 033039
or 01294 313593

07395 901571
or 01505 684512

IRVINE VINEBURGH

THREE TOWNS

KILWINNING

07907 878861
or 01294 475900

07395 941792
or 01294 554699

NORTH COAST

ARRAN

07907 876444
or 01475 673309

07496 658760
or 01770 600532

07864 718921
07398 108915
or 01294 317156

14 Anna was of this tribe
(as recorded in Luke) (4)
15 “Behold, a ___ shall be
with child” (6)
20 “Fruits ___ for
repentance” (4)
21 The wise men came
from here (4)

If you are already involved in offering support regarding COVID-19 please get in touch
to tell us what you are already doing or if you are interested in volunteering please
complete the online form or email: communityplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk
www.northayrshire.community/covid-19-updates-for-communitics/

22 “He shall reign of the
house of ___ for ever” (5)
23 A female ancestor
of Jesus, as recorded in
Matthew 1 (4)
25 The amount of manna
to be gathered per person
(4)
27 He multiplied the
widow’s oil (6)
30 “As soon as the voice
of thy salvation sounded
in mine ___” (4)
32 An altar meaning
witness (Joshua 22) (2)
33 To increase (3)
35 Malarial fever (4)
36 To guide (4)
38 There was no room
here (3)
39 These men went to
see the baby Jesus (9)
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DOWN

11 A place near Bethel (3)

1 “Mary, of whom was ___
Jesus” (4)

13 “A pair of turtledoves
___ 2 young pigeons” (2)

2 Jesus’ age when he was
taken to Jerusalem (6)

16 “That ___ might be
fulfilled” (2)

3 Jesus did not do this in
the wildnerness (3)

17 “The ___ of God was
upon him” (5)

4 Adam’s wife (3)

18 Mother-in-law of
23 (5)

31 “Where is he that is
born king of the ___?” (4)

19 This went before the
wise men (4)

32 A priest in the time of
Samuel (3)

20 The mother of Jesus
(4)

33 A tree of the olive
family (3)

7 Zacharias said, “I am an
___ man” (3)

24 He was king at the
time of Jesus’ birth (5)

34 To put into water (3)

8 Grandson of 23 (5)

25 “___ that one would
hear me!” (2)

5 “Mary was espoused
___ Joseph” (2)
6 “They that ___ soft
clothing are in kings’
houses” (4)

26 Jesus was laid in this
(6)
28 The spirit did this to
Jesus in the wilderness
(3)
29 Thus (2)
30 The first garden (4)

37 “___ angel of the Lord
appeareth” (2)
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PLEASE NOTE
The deadline for a copy of the next issue
of Contact (FEBRUARY 2021) is:

SUNDAY 24TH JANUARY
Email articles to
secretary@fullartonchurch.co.uk by that
date, or in the Secretary’s Pigeon hole in
the Church vestibule. Please adhere
to the deadline date. Thank you.

www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk

We are doing our best to
deliver Contact Magazine to
all members and adherents
from now on. If you decide
you do not wish one, please
let us know and we can take
you off the list.
The Contact magazine will
be sent out Feb, April, June,
Sept, Nov, and Dec, giving
6 editions.
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The “CONTACT” magazine is also available on the church website.

