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BY
PERSEVERANCE
THE SNAIL
REACHED THE
ARK...

FROM THE MANSE

on a paid person to keep the show on
the road and can’t imagine church
without their 100+ year old building. A
consumerist approach to Christianity,
which expects to be entertained and fed
from the front, doesn’t grow the kind of
Jesus follower ready to die for their faith.

Rev. Neil Urquhart, Fullarton Parish
Church Manse, 48 Waterside, Irvine
Dear Friends,
Mike Frost’s quote in ‘Exiles’ is a sharp
comment on today’s Western Church,
“Victimised by nostalgia and buffeted by
fear, the church is focused too much on
merely holding the small plot of ground
that it currently occupies to confidently
reimagine a robust future.”
Not only churches are displaced and
disorientated by pandemic pressures. In
Easter Ross I was struck by the view from
Nigg Hill: Myriad oil rigs redundant as
our dependency on fossil fuels reduces.
Yet next door, like giant toothbrush
holders, tower windmill stanchions,
turbines and propellers below, readying to
garner power for the national grid.
Disused oil rigs clogging up the Cromarty
Firth reminds me of countless old church
buildings no longer fit for purpose.
But, the site of multiple massive windturbines, produced where oil rigs were
once traditionally built, heartened me.
Recently The Church of Scotland General
Assembly decided that our presbytery of
Irvine & Kilmarnock must reduce allocated
ministers and ministry development staff
from 20.8 to 13.5, with similar cuts across
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Scotland. Essentially, Covid lockdowns
have accelerated church decline. But
let’s not sink into nostalgia treacle: “I
remember when there were hundreds
coming through our doors!” or be dazzled
and frightened into inertia. Rather, let’s
recognise that the same God, who raised
Jesus Christ from the grave, is at work
in and around us. Let’s confess our utter
inadequacy and inability to go forward
without God’s Holy Spirit help. Let’s allow
the eternal gifts of faith, hope and love
energise and enable us to celebrate and
share the Good News of Jesus Christ in
fresh ways.
This is difficult for a Church, which has
largely trained ministers as teachers and
shepherds, while the other vital roles of
pioneer (apostle), prophet and evangelist
(cf. Ephesians 4:11-16) went neglected.
It’s tough for churches which lean heavily
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Last Moderator Martin Fair warns us that
the present trajectory of the Church of
Scotland is extinction by 2035 and calls
for a radical re-imagining of church and
committed expressions of Jesus’ Good
News. Indeed, for a brave new Church
to emerge we need a similar revolution
to the transition from fossil fuel to
renewable energy.
Scottish targets for 2030 are to "phase
out" new petrol and diesel cars and
renewable energy generation to be 50%
of energy demands; and by 2050 to have
decarbonised our energy system almost
completely. In our presbytery, by 2030,
with the help of pioneering mission, we aim
to establish a loving, worshipping, witnessing
‘Kingdom of Christ’ community in every
locality; growing new alongside existing
expressions of church. Aim for nothing and
you’ll hit it every time. It’s a prayerful move
from self-dependency to dependency on
The Holy Spirit and interdependency upon
fellow followers of Christ.

wind and fire? Obedient, on their knees,
humble and expectant in prayer. Like
these Pentecost charged Christians, let’s
be in prayer to find fresh ways to connect
with and share the love and hope of Christ,
growing new alongside old. New wineskins
for new wine, wind turbines prepared for
fresh gusts of God’s energising Spirit.
Come Holy Spirit, surge our lives with
your love, joy, peace, kindness, goodness,
gentleness, faithfulness, self-control,
passionate patience & persistence. Equip
us to build your people up & reach our
neighbourhoods with your Love & Hope!
Like windmills and kite-surfers may we
catch and be caught in the energising
flow of Your Spirit. Amen!
New wind turbines or new wineskins, as
someone put it, “Evangelise or Fossilise!”
Yours in Faith, Hope & Love,
NEIL URQUHART

What was the posture and positioning
of Jesus’ first followers as they prepared
to receive and channel the Holy Spirit’s

www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk
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CONNEXIONS
CONTACT REPORT
JUNE 2021
It’s been a long time coming but it feels like
the only appropriate way to start this report
is by saying, ‘Welcome back!’. Having been
closed since Christmas, and before that
only open part-time, it is so nice to see all
of the old faces returning, as well as some
new ones, to ConneXions since the latest
lifting of restrictions took effect on 17th
May. Staff are back on a part-time basis
and enjoying being back into the groove as
activities have begun to return gradually.
As well as the return of regular groups,
a number of one-off bookings have
taken place and the café has been open
for the last few weeks on Tuesdays and
Thursdays. The main change to the café,
apart from the temporarily reduced
capacity is that we are now accepting
contactless card payments having been
‘cash only’ for all these years. This change
was anticipated before the pandemic
but has also acted as a further infection
control measure reducing cash handling
where possible. Opening times have also
changed slightly being now 10am to 2pm.
In May we organised an ‘Afternoon
Tea in a Box’ campaign which ran over
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two weekends, with the options of
delivery or collection of a selection of
baking, sandwiches and scones from
ConneXions’ café. The response to this was
overwhelmingly positive, with nearly 40
afternoon teas ordered and either collected
and delivered on each of the dates. The
feedback we received from this was
exceptional and all credit to our Hospitality
Coordinator, Faye Stevens, and her amazing
team who helped pull this off.
Volunteering is beginning again and
we have welcomed back some of our
volunteers from before the lockdown.
However, we have also lost a number of
our volunteers for various reasons owing
to the pandemic, which is to be expected.
We are extremely grateful to our evening
caretakers in particular, who have made
it possible to remain open for bookings
in the evenings. There is currently a
vacancy for a volunteer caretaker on a
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Friday evening, so if you are interested in
helping serve the community in this way,
please get in touch. There is also room
for an extra couple of volunteers on the
Monday morning cleaning/housekeeping
team. People who have served on this
team often comment on how lovely it is
to be a part of. They meet for a couple of
hours on a Monday and clean through the
building ready for the week ahead before
stopping to sit down for a tea break and
a catch up (ConneXion Time). For some,
this time is how they connect with church
and they look forward to coming in. The
same is true of the café volunteers on a
Tuesday and Thursday.

www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk

As we continue to pick up in terms of
activity and bookings please be aware
that the building is still subject to level 2
restrictions, so we are still having to be
mindful of this when entering, exiting
and moving through the premises. Face
coverings are still to be worn and social
distancing maintained as far as possible.
We also recommend the use of hand
sanitiser from the various stations around
the building. One of the things lockdown
taught us all was to slow down and take
stock of what is going on in and around us,
both as individuals and as a community.
We, like everyone else, are adjusting to a
new normal and foremost in our minds
are the values we adhere to, which are to
be prayerful, kind, hopeful, inclusive and
to go above and beyond. These values
have not changed, but the pandemic has
given us a new context in which to practice
them. Our mission to be a creative, caring
crossroads for church and community, and
through our commitment to these values,
enable people to take steps closer to Jesus,
is core to who we are, but the form this
takes is different for every person who
comes through the doors. Therefore, our
response to Covid is informed by our
values and the needs we meet day-to-day.
ASHLEY & ESTHER VAUGHAN
ashleydvaughan@icloud.com
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PASTORAL
CARE TEAM

PASTORAL CARE TEAM
We as a team entirely depend on you, the members, telling us when members of your
family and friends are ill, or in hospital, or even when they would like a visit. This is a list of
the team members and we ask you to please contact any one of us if you need our help:

KEEPING IN CONTACT WITH OTHERS!
The Pastoral Care team continue to do
our best to keep in touch with as many of
the Fullarton Family as we possibly can.
As restrictions slowly begin to ease, we
are hoping that we will soon be able to
provide transport to our Sunday morning
services. I know many of you rely on
fellow Fullarton members and friends
bringing you along to church on a Sunday
morning. This will resume once both
driver and passengers feel it is safe to do
so. It has been lovely to see many of you
attending the morning services again.
As we move forward into the summer
months, we continue to remember all
those who are still mourning the loss
of a loved one, have a family member
in hospital (or feeling unwell at home)
those who are lonely, and those who
have lost their job and worried about
the weeks ahead. Please remember all
these people in your prayers.
Many thanks to my fellow elders, contact
distributors and friends, who continue to
keep in touch with Fullarton folks during
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Kate Gibson (Team Leader):
01294 276148
Jean Wyllie (Secretary):
01294 274345
Sandra Deeprose: 01292 315169
these challenging times. This is a great
support to our team and still very much
appreciated!
Again, I would like to stress that The
Pastoral Care Team entirely depend on
you, the Fullarton Family, to keep us
informed of members of your family or
friends who are ill, would like to receive
a phone call, a church card (Thinking
of You, Bereavement or Birthday) or in
need of prayer support – especially at
the moment. Please contact Kate Gibson
(Team Leader – 01294 276148) or any
member of the Pastoral Care Team.

Margaret Elliott: 01294 214433
May Elliot: 01294 464352

Pam Hutcheson: 01294 311933
Janet Kennedy: 01294 275574
Ann Wood: 01294 279546
Christine O’May: 01294 215960
David Clark: 01505 684271
Aileen Roy: 0756 378 5364

OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE
We have all missed sharing Communion in person. Normally at morning communion
services we take a “retiring offering” on the way out. These roughly follow an annual cycle:
 June – outreach in Scotland
e.g. SU Camps
 August – local charities

helping our community
 October – overseas work with which
we are connected

These organisations are all challenged by the pandemic.
Here are some other causes we can check out:

Keep safe and God Bless!

 www.leprosymission.scot

 www.suscotland.org.uk

KATE GIBSON
(Pastoral Care Team Leader)

 www.tearfund.org

 www.northayrshire.foodbank.org.uk
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HERE ARE SOME HELPFUL RESOURCES
YOU MIGHT WANT TO ACCESS
ON FULLARTON CONNEXIONS
FACEBOOK PAGE:

TH E H O LY S P I R IT

Join us in person (& Facebook on the
Fullarton ConneXions Facebook Page)
for our services:

– by M.S.Lowndes –

I long for more of your anointing
To carry out your will
And to be empowered by your Spirit,
Transformed, and totally filled

Sunday Morning Services
10:30am Hybrid Pre-recorded & Live
Service (Series on Revelation)
Sunday Evening Services
6:30pm Live-Zoom Service (New Series
on The Psalms of Ascent: 120-134)
Worship Wednesdays
8:00 – 8:30pm Praise led by some of
our worship leaders
60 Second Sermons from Neil
You can also catch Rev Neil’s daily 60
Second Sermons on the same Fb page,
from 9am Mon’ – Sat’, on Instagram
@fullartonconnexions and on Neil’s
Twitter @NU4Yoo feed.

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
For now, we will get together (via Zoom)
to pray 3 times per week. Invitations will
be sent out to those on the emailing list
by the host for the week. All are welcome,
and if you are not on an emailing list,
please contact one of the hosts.
 Wednesday 7:00am prayer breakfast
– regular host Neil Urquhart.

So, when others look into my face,
I pray they will only see,
The glorious radiance of you, Lord,
The evidence of you in me
So, continue to fill me afresh each day
With your Holy Spirit, O Lord,
For when I'm walking in your fullness,
I express your heart much more.

 Wednesday 7:00pm (intercession
before Worship Wednesday)
– regular host Ian Young.
 Saturday 9:15am
– regular host Sheena Kinmond.
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FULLARTON LIGHT FACTORY UPDATE!

THANKS

CHILD BLESSING

JUNE 2021

How kind of Fullarton Church to send a
lovely plant with Lillias. Fiona, Carol and I
appreciate the thought very much. With
grateful thanks

LARA DRUMMOND – 18TH APR

We’ve been wondering for a while now
when we might be able to get back to
having children’s groups as part of our
Sunday morning services at Connexions.
We are aiming for Sunday 19th September
as the date when we hope groups will start
again…COVID regulations permitting! If
you have been, or would like to be, a Light
Factory Leader or helper, please let me
know on dorjurquhart@me.com if you are
able to sign up to help in this new session.
Meanwhile, we are continuing the weekly
children’s chats in the prerecorded
section of our live/online services. Well
done to everyone who has played a part in
those. We love seeing you on the screen
on a Sunday!
The children all received an Easter parcel
with some fun art and craft things (and
chocolate) in it, which we hope they have
enjoyed. Lots of people joined in the
Colour in Easter project which was much
appreciated by passers by.
Now that things are opening up again we
are not sending out any more parcels,
but we are hoping we can have some fun
together in Eglinton Park in the summer
holidays.
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Daughter of Alistair & Nicola

GENA ADRAIN
I want to thank all at Fullarton Church
for my eightieth birthday card. It is much
appreciated.
BILL MCCONNELL

FUNERALS

FULLARTON FAMILY PICNIC

"I am the resurrection and the life..."

We are planning a Fullarton Family Picnic
on Sunday 18th July 1pm - 4pm when
we can enjoy catching up with each other,
play some games, have some races and
prizes and be amazed at how everyone has
grown in the last year!!
People of all ages are invited! And you
can bring friends! No tickets needed, just
bring your own food and drinks, picnic
blanket, chairs (and umbrella??) and
come and find us – probably on the large
grass field with a view of Eglinton Park
castle in Kilwinning.

MARCH
 Joyce Frecknall *
 David Hamill
APRIL
 May Kirk *

BIRTHDAYS

 Margaret Sharp

Congratulations and best wishes to-

 Jennifer Russell *

 Mrs Margaret McGrotty who was 90

MARCH

Hoping to see you there!

 Mr Douglas Ferguson who was 92

 Anne Simpson *

ALL THE LIGHT
FACTORY LEADERS

 Mrs Margaret Ferguson who was 92

 Margaret Kerr

 Mr Charles Kilpatrick who was 91

* Denotes member or adherent.
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MISSION PIONEER:
IRVINE SPORTS
Hello Friends! I just wanted to say thank
you to all of those who have given me such a
warm welcome so far and introduce myself
to anyone who I haven't had the chance to
meet yet. It is a blessing to be joining such
a vibrant and energetic team (even if we
are just coming out of hibernation). I will
be joining you as a Mission Pioneer with
the intention of expanding and supporting
the existing exercise and wellbeing-based
activities in the Presbytery. It's about
more than just getting sweaty or staying
active and healthy (although these are
admirable and fun in their own way).
Our plan is to engage with people in
the community who aren't currently
attracted to Church worship, to reach out
and build active (literally) worshipping
and witnessing communities.
When I think about some of the
really amazing relationships I have had
throughout my life, so many of them
were forged while sharing a passion for
sport (or dog walking). Many others were
made when I was introduced by a friend,
I already knew, to someone they in turn
loved and respected. That is our plan in
a nutshell! We will make friends through
sport and physical activity; we will create
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SERVICES
Morning services are available on ‘Fullarton ConneXions’ Facebook page.
If you don’t want to (or can’t) sign up to Facebook you can still view the
services by going to www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk and clicking on
the front photo of Rev Neil inside a mobile phone. This will take you to
the livestream and the library of previous services. ‘Care to Share’ and
‘Prayer Share’ on the Fullarton Parish Church Facebook Page.
Virtual Socialising and Catch-up after 10:30am Service:
Replacing the usual ConneXions Café Buzz after morning services we
can meet up on a shared Zoom Call. Come to simply hang out or / and
go deeper with the theme and message in applying it to our daily lives
(leave when you please, closed by noon). We’ll open doors as soon as the
10:30am service finishes (11:15’ish).

opportunities for you to invite your friends
to something that isn't “Churchy” and for
those who are interested we will nurture
relationships with Jesus.

Accessible on the internet via Zoom: Meeting ID: 834 3835 8837 /
Passcode: 894452
us02web.zoom.us/j/83438358837?pwd=cU95azFFdHF0eUZkNzd1eT
ljVkpwUT09
Without internet access you can still listen in and chat on the Zoom Call
by phoning 0131-460-1196, then keying in Meeting ID and Password.
6:30pm Service (Neil leading)

Blessings,

Accessible on the internet via Zoom:
Meeting ID: 894 4399 9760 / Passcode: 571058
us02web.zoom.us/j/89443999760?pwd=bTFIY3IyVnlraVp3dnFjR1J5
RjJEUT09
Without internet access you can still listen in on the 6:30pm Zoom
service by phoning 0131-460-1196, then keying in Meeting ID and
Password. Visible on ConneXions Facebook Page.

ROBERT THOMSON
Rthomson@churchofscotland.org.uk

Our weekly service sheet is available on www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk
and is sent out at the moment to all with e-mail addresses.

If you have a passion, a skill, or an interest
in something physical activity based that
you would like assistance to develop as a
way of sharing your love of Jesus I would
love to hear from you!
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Through this, Milton’s family were
invited to be part of LAMB’s ‘Umoja’
programme. This programme helps
community groups to identify common
needs, save money together and develop
business skills – all alongside studying and
applying biblical principles.
With the support of the group, Milton
began to grow in his faith and see hope for
his future again. He soon started making
plans for his own business venture.

HOW A BIBLE STUDY HELPED A STUDENT SET
UP A DUCK FARM TO FUND HIS STUDIES
When Milton’s parents could no longer afford to pay his university fees, he started an
innovative business to continue his education.
Milton, from Bangladesh, is the eldest of his siblings and is the first person in his family to
attend university. When he got a place studying management, it was a dream come true. His
family had always struggled financially, but now he had the opportunity to turn this around.
However, during his second year of university, Milton’s dreams were suddenly put on hold.
Milton’s parents were finding it difficult
to cover the costs of everyday expenses
such as food and rent. Paying the fees
to keep him and his younger brother and
sister in education seemed impossible.
Everything Milton had been working for
came crashing down.
‘Our family had many dreams, but we
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couldn’t afford them,’ says Milton. ‘I used
to feel very bad when I saw my parent’s
suffering. I couldn't find the way.’
NEW HOPES AND DREAMS
A turning point for Milton and his family
was when they started attending a Bible
study group at their local church, run by
Tearfund’s local partner, LAMB.

June 2021 • Fullarton Contact

A FAMILY BLESSING
Milton bought 80 ducklings with a small
loan from the group. After caring for them
until they were fully-grown ducks, he was
able to sell them for a profit. He made
enough money to pay back his loan and
buy more ducklings to repeat the process.
Milton’s duck farm has now become a
regular source of income for him and his
family, and he has been able to return to
his studies. The success of the farm has
helped to relieve the intense stress that
Milton’s parents were under, and ensured
that his younger siblings are able to
continue at school.
‘Milton is playing a very big role in our
family by raising ducks,’ shares Rubina,
Milton’s mother. ‘Everyone has benefited
in our family by his initiative.’ Leading the
way Milton now leads the Bible study and
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Umoja group at his church, encouraging
others to step out into business. ‘Milton's
role in resolving his family's financial crisis
is an example for all of us,’ says Pastor
Chandray Murmu.
Milton is just one of thousands of people
enrolled in the Umoja groups run by
Tearfund’s local church partners around
the world. They have all learned how they
can use the resources available to them
to start making an income. Please join us
in praying for each individual as they step
out in faith towards a better future.
PRAY WITH US
Dear God,
Thank you for Milton and the many
others who have been part of an Umoja
group. We ask that their business
ventures will continue to thrive and that
more people will have the opportunity to
be equipped by these groups.
We pray that those who are struggling
financially will reach out to you for
the strength and wisdom you promise
to give (James 1:5), and that you will
guide them and provide for them during
challenging times.
In Jesus’ name we pray, amen
Written by Agnes McGrane

PAGE 14

FORTHCOMING SERVICES

Sunday 25th 10:30am

All are welcome, whether it’s online or in person! There is space for you at Fullarton
Connexions 10:30am on Sunday for viewing if you want to attend in person!

10:30am

All-Age Communion: Neil Urquhart

6:30pm

Evening Service: Joan Campbell

Sunday 20th 10:30am
6:30pm
Sunday 27th 10:30am
6:30pm

Sunday 1st

Revelation 2:12-29
Psalm 122

Morning Service: Joan Campbell or Ashley Vaughan

Sunday 8th

Revelation 3:1-13

Evening Service: Alan Campbell
Psalm 123

Morning Service: Neil Urquhart

Sunday 15th

Revelation 3:14-22

Evening Service: Sandy McFadyean
Psalm 124

Sunday 11th

Sunday 18th
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6:30pm

Evening Service: Neil Urquhart

10:30am

Morning Service: Neil Urquhart

6:30pm

Evening Service: Sandy McFadyean

10:30am

Morning Service: Neil Urquhart

6:30pm

Evening Service: Esther Vaughan

10:30am

All-Age Communion: Neil Urquhart

6:30pm

Evening Service: Alan Campbell

Sunday 22nd 10:30am

JULY
Sunday 4th

Revelation 10 & 11
Psalm 128

AUGUST

JUNE
Sunday 13th

Morning Service: Neil Urquhart

10:30am

Morning Service: Neil Urquhart

6:30pm

Evening Service: Neil Urquhart

10:30am

Morning Service: Neil Urquhart

6:30pm

Evening Service: Ashley Vaughan

10:30am

Morning Service: Neil Urquhart

6:30pm

Evening Service: Joan Campbell

Revelation 4 & 5

6:30pm
Sunday 29th 10:30am

Psalm 125
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Revelation 15 - 18
Psalm 130

Revelation 19 & 20
Psalm 131

Morning Service: Neil Urquhart
Revelation 21:1 - 22:5

Evening Service: Neil Urquhart
Psalm 132

Morning Service: Joan Campbell
Revelation 22:6-21

Evening Service: Ashley Vaughan

10:30am

Morning Service: Linda Godfrey

6:30pm

Evening Service: Joan Campbell

10:30am

Morning Service: Jill Clancy

Psalm 133

AUGUST
Sunday 5th

Revelation 8 & 9
Psalm 127

Psalm 129

6:30pm

Revelation 6 & 7
Psalm 126

Revelation 12 - 14

Sunday 12th

www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk

Psalm 134
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CAP – IRVINE AND THREE
TOWNS DEBT CENTRE
In this period of lock down the number
of referrals that are being received has
reduced nationally. Despite this we have
much to give thanks for.
 Our first client has become debt free
and is interested in bringing his family
to church when we open up again
properly.
 Scottish Government funding enabled
Sandy Dickson to collaborate with
Stuart Forsyth of Limelight to create
an uplifting YouTube Video about CAP
Ayrshire.
 We have made contact with a family
who although do not need us are
interested in coming to church.

 Links have
been growing
with the many
external agencies that exist to support
those who are finding life a challenge.
 An extra debt centre coach has passed
the CAP interview process and will
soon commence training to qualify
as an approved CAP agent.
 Neil Urquhart leading national
devotions for the CAP Scotland
debt centres.
 Stewart Mcconnell has issued several
press stories about CAP to local press.
 Our Publicity team continues to
promote the CAP brand locally.
 Eileen Doherty and her family
undertook the remote kiltwalk and
raised over £1000 to support our
work!
 Strategy paper submitted by CAP
Ayrshire as part of a strategic
review on how to make a great
service even better.
 Prayer team numbers increasing
and fuelling the real power behind
this project.
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PLEASE PRAY
 For Sandy Dickson our Cap Debt
Centre Manager as he leads our centre
along with all his other commitments.
 For Ron and Johnny as they train to
begin a sponsored walk of the West
Highland Way on 1 Aug for CAP and
Mental Health Charities.
 That our diaries may fill up with those
who are prepared to make the effort
needed to start their journey out of debt.
 That we may see our first client come
to faith in Jesus!
During times of lock down we have had to
rely on social media to create awareness of
our work. If you do use social media then it
would help us if you looked up "Christians
Against Poverty Scotland " Facebook page.
If you felt able to like and share some of the
content here it makes a difference. Who
knows – it may even change a person's life.
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We have seen lives changed through this
ministry already. If you know someone
with personal debt challenges our
message is that with some coaching and
effort it is possible to become debt free.
There is always hope and it starts with
a phone call to our freephone number
0800 328 0006. Please recommend us
in order that we can help.
"Not to us, O Lord , not to us but to
your name be the glory, because of your
love and faithfulness" – Psalm 115
ALAN
MCLAREN
Debt Centre
Coach –
Christians Against
Poverty
07717 645804
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BLYTHSWOOD CARE

I F J E S U S C A M E TO YO U R H O U S E

– PRESTWICK SHOP

PRESTWICK SHOP
92 Main Street, Prestwick, KA9 1PM
Tel: 01292 470110
Email: prestwick@blythswood.org
OPENING HOURS
Monday – Saturday:
10am – 4:30pm

– by Lois Blanchard Eades –

Blythswood Care
shops are essential
to fund our work to
help people in need. Thanks to your kind
donations, we are able to sell a wide range
of goods, including clothes, furniture and
household goods.
Come along and browse our collection
today. We very much look forward to
welcoming you.

WEDNESDAY PACKERS
Over the past few weeks the Blythswood Care “Wednesday
Packers” have been gingerly getting back into the swing of the
latest manner of operating. It’s been great to be back and be able
to continue the work of sorting and sifting through the generous
donations of clothes, shoes, bric à brac, bed linen, books and household items.
Our meeting times are from 10am to 12 noon and we are keen to welcome
a few new members up to the limit of the current Covid-19 regulations
for numbers in Fullarton Hall.
Other than the work and a blether, there’s always time for prayer (for the
wider work of Blythswood Care) – and a refreshing tea/coffee.
If you wish to join the Packers or need further information,
please contact Anna or Fraser on 01292 313672.
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If Jesus came to your house to spend a day or two If He came unexpectedly, I wonder what you'd do.
Oh, I know you'd give your nicest room to such an honoured Guest,
And all the food you'd serve to Him would be the very best,
And you would keep assuring Him you're glad to have him there That serving Him in your own home is joy beyond compare.
But when you saw Him coming, would you meet Him at the door
With arms outstretched in welcome to your heavenly Visitor?
Or would you have to change your clothes before you let Him in?
Or hide some magazines and put the Bible where they'd been?
Would you turn off the radio and hope He hadn't heard?
And wish you hadn't uttered that last, loud, hasty word?
Would you hide your worldly music and put some hymn books out?
Could you let Jesus walk right in, or would you rush about?
And I wonder - if the Saviour spent a day or two with you,
Would you go right on doing the things you always do?
Would you go right on saying the things you always say?
Would life for you continue as it does from day to day?
Would your family conversation keep up it's usual pace?
And would you find it hard each meal to say a table grace?
Would you sing the songs you always sing, and read the books you read,
And let Him know the things on which your mind and spirit feed?
Would you take Jesus with you everywhere you'd planned to go?
Or would you, maybe, change your plans for just a day or so?
Would you be glad to have Him meet your very closest friends?
Or would you hope they'd stay away until His visit ends?
Would you be glad to have Him stay forever on and on?
Or would you sigh with great relief when He at last was gone?
It might be interesting to know the things that you would do
If Jesus Christ in person came to spend some time with you.

www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk
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weekend nearest to the anniversary of
the end of the battle.
The covid-compliant service will be
attended by those who are able to pre-book
a place but will also be livestreamed allowing
participation by anyone who wishes.

EDINBURGH
CHURCH TO HOLD
MEMORIAL SERVICE
COMMEMORATING
FAMOUS WORLD
WAR TWO BATTLE

It is hoped that numerous communities and
nationalities including Americans, Polish,
Italian, and the Gurkhas will take part.
Rev RJ Watson Mathewson

An Edinburgh church with a poignant
connection to one of the most well-known
battles of World War II will hold a special
service of remembrance this weekend.
In 1952 the minister of Blackhall St
Columba's brought to his new charge
a cross made at the battle of Monte
Cassino, which took place between
January and May 1944 in Italy, where he
had served as a military chaplain.
Rev R.J. Watson Mathewson was part
of the Corps Reinforcement Unit, and a
fellow soldier, in the Pioneer Corps, made
the simple cross which is still central to
worship in the church today.
The fighting centred around the
strategically important 6th century abbey
of Monte Cassino, which was the founding
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site of the Benedictine order of monks.
The historic building was eventually
reduced to rubble in February 1944.
More than 75,000 people were killed or
wounded across the allied and axis powers
involved in the conflict along with more
than 2,000 Italian civilians.
Speaking about the cross, which formed
part of a makeshift church at the site of the
conflict, Mr Mathewson later explained he
was initially taken aback by its design.

grave of a soldier, the crossbar had to be
long enough to accommodate his name,
rank and number and unit.
"So, I left it as it was, a perfect symbol of
the comprehensive love of God in Christ
for the individual."
An article in the Church of Scotland's
magazine Life & Work following last year's
refurbishment of Blackhall St Columba's
mentioned the cross and caught the
attention of someone whose father had
fought in the campaign.

"When I first saw it, I was disappointed;
the crossbar seemed too long and out of
proportion," he said.

The current minister, Rev Fergus Cook,
was put in touch with the Monte Cassino
Society, a group representing veterans of
the battle and their families.

"Then I realised that this was the
only kind of cross the Pioneers were
accustomed to make; one to set over the

As a result of this new connection the
church will hold an act of remembrance
at 4pm on Saturday 15 May 2021, the

June 2021 • Fullarton Contact
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Rev Fergus Cook said: "It is amazing
to think that some of those who may
attend, or watch, this service may have
worshipped and prayed to God in front of
this very cross all those years ago in Italy.
"It helps us to see how eternal God is and
how he can use the actions of everyday
faithful people, such as the Pioneer who
made the cross, to continue to comfort
and offer peace to those who seek it."

Rev Fergus Cook is the minister
of Blackhall St Columba's
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CONNEXIONS
COMMUNITY CAFE
NOW SEATING UP TO 50!
All compliant with current restrictions and COVID Safe.
OPEN TUESDAYS 10AM – 2PM
& THURSDAYS 10AM – 2PM.

PRAY FOR PALESTINIANS
AND ISRAELIS
"Buildings not far from my house were hit at least with 20 airstrikes…it was terrifying
for the kids. My eldest didn’t leave my side. I could hear her throbbing heartbeats all
night." – Rana Abdallah, Women's Affairs Center in Gaza.
Recent days have seen the worst violence
between Israel and the Palestinians since
2014, with the conflict escalating over
the final Ramadan weekend.
Since mid-April, there have been clashes
on the streets of Jerusalem - a city both
Israelis and Palestinians consider to be
their capital. This culminated in violent
clashes at the Al Aqsa Mosque leaving
hundreds of Palestinians injured.
Tensions have mounted over the
threatened eviction of Palestinian
families in Sheikh Jarrah, a district of east
Jerusalem, to pave the way for further
Israeli settlement in the illegally annexed
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part of the city, At least 83 Palestinians
and seven people in Israel have been
killed since fighting began on Monday.
Violence has broken out in towns across
Israel with Israeli and Palestinian citizens,
leading some to talk of civil war inside Israel.

Enjoy home baking and light lunches and support your
local community at the same time. Great value for
money and nutritious food and a warm welcome.
All alone? Come down to our ‘chatty cafe’ table (marked
on the table) and sit socially distanced for a hot drink
and a natter with one of our volunteers or another
person who is in need of some company.
After the success of our pre order Afternoon Teas we
will be giving more dates for over the Summer – keep an
eye out! Your support enables Volunteers and Groups to
work and meet together and makes a positive impact to
the life of the church and the community.

CONNEXIONS
COMMUNITY CAFE

Palestinians and Israelis deserve better
from the international community which
must treat both as equals and ensure
justice is served if peace is to be achieved.

UNBEATABLE VALUE
AND GREAT COMPANY

We invite you to pray with us for
Palestinians and Israelis, for a just peace
that would enable all to thrive as equals.

Cafe Solace continues on TUESDAY
EVENINGS from 5-7pm where you can
get a 3 course dinner for less than £2!

June 2021 • Fullarton Contact
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Missions Connect
STORIES FROM THE FRONTLINE
How far would you go to share the
Gospel? If the Lord told you to go down
to the end of the street, would you? If He
told you to go to Thurso, would you? How
about Penzance, would you go there?
What about to a remote village where the
inhabitants have never had any contact
with foreigners before? A missionary
team working in a now closed country
believed that is exactly what they were
to do, but it took some dedication and
determination to get there.
The first leg was a 13 hour train ride
to catch the only plane heading in the
right direction. The next was a 3½ hour
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flight in a 1950’s plane. (To put that
into perspective, that is like flying from
Glasgow to Bucharest) The team then
travelled by bus until the roads ran out.
They were getting closer, but a week long
riverboat journey still awaited them.
Was it worth it? Maybe not from a
secular point of view. However, an elderly
Christian lady living in a remote village
was greatly encouraged as she had not
had any contact with any other believers
for more than a year. Many other villagers
along the way heard the gospel for the
very first time.
Yes, it was worth it. Will you go?

June 2021 • Fullarton Contact
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CHURCH OFFERING
ENVELOPES AND GIFT AID

MONTHLY FINANCE MATTERS
At the end of April, the Offerings for 2021 were £2,061 or 6.9% LESS than those
received to the end of April 2020:
Offerings to 30th Apr, 2021: £31,587

Half Yearly Statements for 2020-21 along with
Offering Envelopes (Free Will and Gift Aid) for 2021
– 2022 are now available and are being delivered along
with June's Contact Magazine.

Offerings to 30th Apr, 2020: £29,526

Offerings are, 12% above this year’s budget forecast which was based on the lockdown
situation continuing for at least 6 months of the year.
The vast majority of the income has been received via bank transfer/standing orders.
We have received some donations and envelopes from those who kindly managed to
pass them through. We are most grateful to EVERYONE concerned in continuing to
faithfully support the ministry and work of Fullarton via their offerings and donations.
If you have been saving your weekly envelopes we can arrange to pick them up. To do
this, please contact our treasurer Sandy Dickson who will arrange (where practical) to
collect the envelopes. Phone: 07519 638 218 or email: treasurer@fullartonchurch.co.uk

Anyone who gives regularly to the church and doesn’t
currently use church envelopes but would like them
please contact the Treasurer, details below.
Similarly if you want to change from using envelopes to setting up a regular Standing
Order via a Bank or Building Society please contact Sandy Dickson who will provide
the details and simple advice on how to set it up.

The Gift Aid and Free Will Offering envelopes for this year will be distributed along
with this issue of the Contact Magazine. If you would like weekly giving envelopes and
do not currently receive them please contact the Treasurer.

If you give to the church and are a UK Taxpayer but have not already signed a Gift Aid
Declaration then we ask that you please consider doing so. This allows the church to claim
back £2.50 from HMRC for every £10 that is given via Gift Aid. This is a source of income
we all should take full advantage of for the benefit of the church and other charities, and it
really does cost nothing. For details and information please contact the Treasurer.

Details of the various miscellaneous donations gratefully received during March and April
2021 (excluding those for the Major Buildings Fund or ConneXions Café) are shown below:

TREASURER - SANDY DICKSON
Mob: 07519 638 218 Tel: 01294 273625

 CAP Debt Centre (incl Gift Aid
Claim): £1,035.00

 Loudoun Montgomery Scripture
Union (incl G/A claim): £87.50

 Flower Fund (incl G/A Claim): £57.50

 St. Luke’s Hospital, Hiranpur (incl
G/A claim): £6,719.75

 Leprosy Mission: £4.70

The half yearly Gift Aid Claims up to 31st March 2021 were submitted and paid by HMRC
in April totalling £17,167.72 with the breakdown being as follows: Main Claim: £10,969.56,
Miscellaneous Claim: £5,773.70, GASD (Small Donations): £424.46. The church
gratefully received a Legacy cheque for £5,000 from the estate of Mr John McMaster.
THE FINANCE TEAM
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DATA PROTECTION AT FULLARTON
Contact Magazine is delivered to your door your name and address are on the
circulation list. This may seem obvious but we are obliged to point it out under the
terms of the Data Protection Act 1998 and General Data Protection Regulation 2016.
Fullarton Parish Church is committed to protecting your privacy and safeguarding
your personal data. We are registered with the Information Commissioner through the
umbrella registration of the Presbytery of Irvine and Kilmarnock and strive to comply
fully with data protection law. We shall use the information you have provided for
distributing Contact; if you are a member or adherent you have probably also given us
your telephone or mobile number and/or your e-mail address so that we can contact
you if necessary. We keep this information in accordance with our Privacy and Data
Protection Policies. We shall only keep the data for as long as necessary.
If any of the information we hold is out of date please inform the Church Secretary.

PLEASE NOTE
The deadline for a copy of the next issue of Contact (SEPT 2021) is:

SUNDAY 22ND AUGUST
Email articles to secretary@fullartonchurch.co.uk by that date,
or in the Secretary’s Pigeon hole in the Church vestibule.
Please adhere to the deadline date. Thank you.
To comply with the General Data Protection Regulations, we MUST keep the
information we hold up to date. Any changes to your information we hold on you,
please contact the Roll Keeper, Babs Dawson. This Contacts page will be put in as an
extra twice a year on JUNE and DECEMBER.
DUTY ROTAS will temporarily be sent monthly. The Magazine will be sent out Feb,
April, June, Sept, Nov, and Dec, giving 6 editions.
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