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FROM THE MANSE

Rev. Neil Urquhart, Fullarton Parish 
Church Manse, 48 Waterside, Irvine

“It’s Church Jim...” 

Spock’s sage words to Captain Kirk 
“It’s life Jim, but not as we know it!” 
actually come from the 1987 No. 1 song 
‘Star Trekkin’, not the cult TV Star Trek 
series. The hilarious song has Star Ship 
Enterprise hurtling through the universe 
“boldly going forward, still can’t find 
reverse…” Churches aren’t alone in our 
travel sickness, as other organisations 
& businesses scramble for the breaks & 
reverse gear as Coronavirus catapults us 
from crisis to crisis. 

Apparently the 2 Chinese images 
for ‘Crisis’ symbolise both ‘danger’ & 
‘opportunity’. Whoever & wherever we are 
in pandemic, we must be alert to the many 
dangers and maximise the opportunities to 
grow positively through it all. 

If you haven’t already been to Connexions 
in person, I hope you’ll soon feel able to 
‘go forward’ to church. Online church is 
here to stay, and we’ve purchased sharper 
equipment to stream our 10.30am services 
with. From 19th September we’ll be 
entirely live, band and all, with recorded 
elements used from time to time. We 
may use YouTube more to make streamed 

services more accessible to non-Facebook 
users, while still using Facebook. Worship 
Wednesdays, #60secondsermons and mid-
week sermon recaps continue. In October, 
6.30pm Sunday services will experiment 
with a new monthly rota: 1st Sunday 
focussing on ‘Prayer’, 2nd on ‘Praise’, 3rd on 
‘Healing’, 4th on ‘Teaching’ (with teachers 
and preachers from out-with Fullarton 
invited to share), and where there’s a 5th 
Sunday gathering to celebrate faith around 
food and hospitality. Praise and teaching 
nights  can likely be streamed, but the 
prayer and healing meets probably don’t 
lend themselves to streaming. Our 4th 
Zoom Alpha course since pandemic starts 
on Thursday 16th September with the hope 
of also meeting face to face in time. 

The new world of internet connectivity is 
a cultural sea change we must make the 
most of. Like the Roman Roads of St Paul’s 
Missionary Day & Printing Press of Luther’s 
Reformation Day the internet allows news 

(glorious, good, bad & ugly) to spread 
at a viral rate. During the 19th century 
industrial revolution, the Methodist Church 
surpassed other churches in flexibility, 
shod with the robust versatile ‘Good News 
Shoes’. Roman armies were renowned 
for their speed & surprise in outflanking 
enemies, covering miles of difficult terrain 
with their flexi-footwear, a cross between 
studded rugby boots & malleable sandals. 
Like Methodists of old, it’s good to see 
churches at the forefront of foodbanks, 
social care & social justice again, surprising 
with humble generosity. The Good News 
of Jesus Love for us must be grounded in 
down-to-earth ways. But it’s also great to 
see people exploring faith, opened up by 
needs exposed over the last 20 months.

Online we connect with many who 
wouldn’t normally attend church services. 
Trends in online dating suggests that the 
way many people will come into churches 
(& other groups) is changing. Research 
by dating platform eharmony & Imperial 
College Business School found that 32% 
of relationships, started between 2015 
and 2019, began online, compared to 19% 
between 2005 and 2014. By 2037 it 
projects that the majority of babies in the 
UK will be born to parents who met by 
internet and by 2035 more than 50% of 
relationships begin online. 

So, people meet online, continue in an 
online relationship, things go well, they 

meet up & begin an ‘offline’ relationship. 
“Stop the world, I want to get off!” you may 
cry. But if this is how more and more people 
start significant relationships & enter 
interest groups (of course church is more 
than an interest group) then it’s critical 
that we be at the forefront of this digital 
revolution, while never losing Christ’s DNA 
of sacrificial love, care & concern. 

Ok, there are definitely some dangerous 
‘Klingons on the starboard bow’ to be 
shaken off, but “this Kirk-Life, not as 
we’ve known it!” is here to stay and full of 
surprising opportunity! So, dear friends 
please tune in online, come on down in 
person and let’s continue to ‘share Jesus’ 
love and make disciples through prayer, 
worship, learning and example, reaching 
out to our community and beyond, with a 
vision for the future!’

Your friend and fellow minister and surfer,

NEIL URQUHART
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CONNEXIONS 
CONTACT REPORT

SEPTEMBER 2021

For the first time in 18-months we are 
back at work full time and operations at 
ConneXions are as close to normal as they 
ever were. The pandemic came at a time 
when we were operating at more than our 
true capacity and, in what is probably a 
microcosm for the whole of society, caused 
us to have to put the brakes on and reflect. 
Having been open for most of the last 6 
months, with regular groups coming back 
in trickles, most of the groups who used the 
premises previously and who wish to return 
have done so, albeit with some distancing 
measures in place. The one-off events tailed 
off with the pandemic, but they are starting 
to come back, helped in part by the NHS’ 
vaccination roll-out in which we were an 
active partner, providing space for this vital 
community effort. The first North Ayrshire 
Council event here since February 2021 
took place recently. This feels like the first 
signs of spring following a long, harsh winter 
and comes as we recall all staff from partial 
or full furlough for the first time. 

It is now a full 4 years since we moved 
to Fullarton to take on the role of 
ConneXions Coordinators and the good 
news is that we will be around for another 

2 years at least due to having secured a 
further 24 months’ salary funding from 
the Robertson Trust, who part-funded the 
initial role for three years. With both the 
‘social’ and the ‘enterprise’ sides of what we 
do at ConneXions effectively decimated 
by COVID-19, this funding has bought us 
another 2 years in which to re-build the 
project into a sustainable social enterprise 
and continue to serve the local community 
with a place of welcome and belonging 
where they can be encouraged, nurtured, 
trained, counselled and helped towards 
fulfilling their God-given potential and 
taking steps closer to Jesus.

Another exciting aspect of the latest 
funding that has been secured is that it 
will enable us to provide trauma informed 
learning for all staff and volunteers who 
are desirous, enabling us to serve the 
community in the wake of the pandemic 
by providing support for needs that existed 

long before the Coronavirus arrived on the 
scene, but have been acutely exacerbated 
by the social isolation and general trauma 
we have undergone as a society and as 
a community of individuals. We will be 
working closely with Claire Young and 
other local practitioners to deliver trauma 
training to our people. 

September 4th saw our latest First Aid 
at Work course, delivered by local trainer 
and friend of Fullarton ConneXions, Alan 
Crookston. Alan last delivered this course 
for a dozen of our staff and volunteers 
over 3 years ago so this latest course 
served as a refresher for many of them, as 
well as a new skill for others. 

We have made enquiries about setting 
up a clothing bank for displaced Afghan 
refugees coming to Britain in the midst 
of the latest crisis in their 
homeland. Many of these 
individuals and families 
have fled for their lives with 
nothing but the clothes on 
their backs and a national 
scheme called Care4Calais 
has numerous drop-off 
points around the UK, 
where people can donate 
their unwanted clothes for 
distribution to refugees as 
needed. The nearest points 
to Irvine were Clarkston 

and Dumfries, neither or which were 
especially convenient for local people, so 
we enquired about setting up a drop-off 
point here at ConneXions, which would be 
the first of its kind in Ayrshire. We are still 
waiting to find out where this leads, but the 
hope is that we will soon be in a position to 
appeal for donations of clothes.  

The cafe is now open two days a week, 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10am 
til 2pm. Feel free to come along and 
buy lunch or a drink and a piece of cake. 
Opportunities for volunteering are 
opening up again too, so please speak 
to us if you would like to get involved at 
ConneXions.

ASHLEY & ESTHER VAUGHAN
ashleydvaughan@icloud.com
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PASTORAL CARE TEAM

We as a team entirely depend on you, the members, telling us when members of your 
family and friends are ill, or in hospital, or even when they would like a visit. This is a list of 
the team members and we ask you to please contact any one of us if you need our help:

Kate Gibson (Team Leader):  
01294 276148

Jean Wyllie (Secretary):  
01294 274345

Sandra Deeprose: 01292 315169

Margaret Elliott: 01294 214433

May Elliot: 01294 464352

Pam Hutcheson: 01294 311933

Janet Kennedy: 01294 275574

Ann Wood: 01294 279546

Christine O’May: 01294 215960

David Clark: 01505 684271

Aileen Roy: 0756 378 5364

PASTORAL  
CARE TEAM

KEEPING IN CONTACT WITH OTHERS!

It’s great to report that Covid restrictions 
have now finally eased, and that the 
numbers allowed to Sunday morning 
worship services have increased. We 
still have to wear masks, but are now 
permitted to sing. It’s been lovely to see 
more folks coming along to worship on a 
Sunday morning, and to get a ‘wee blether’ 
with those we’ve not seen in a long time. 
The Praise Band and Light Factory kids 
will be welcomed back on Sunday 19th 
September, so hopefully we will see more 
people returning on a Sunday morning.  

As we move forward into the Autumn 
months, we continue to remember all those 
who are still mourning the loss of a loved 
one, have a family member in hospital 
(or feeling unwell at home) those who are 
lonely and those who have lost their job 
and worried about the weeks ahead. Please 
remember all these people in your prayers.

Continued thanks to fellow elders, 
contact distributors and friends, who 
are keeping in touch with the Fullarton 
Family during these (still) challenging 
times, which has been a great support 
to our team. We have discovered that 

many people have the gift of ‘pastoring’ 
– maybe you didn’t even realise it? If you 
feel that you would like to become more 
involved in the Pastoral work of Fullarton 
Church, then please contact me.

Again, I would like to stress that The 
Pastoral Care Team entirely depend on 
you, the Fullarton Family, to keep us 
informed of members of your family or 
friends who are ill, would like to receive 
a phone call, a church card (Thinking 
of You, Bereavement or Birthday) or in 
need of prayer support – especially at 
the moment. Please contact Kate Gibson 
(Team Leader – 01294 276148) or any 
member of the Pastoral Care Team. 

Keep safe and God Bless!

KATE GIBSON 
(Pastoral Care Team Leader)

OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE 

We have all missed sharing Communion in person. Normally at morning communion 
services we take a “retiring offering” on the way out. These roughly follow an annual cycle:

 � October – overseas work with which we are connected

These organisations are all challenged by the pandemic.  
Here are some other causes we can check out:

 � www.leprosymission.scot

 � www.tearfund.org

 � www.suscotland.org.uk

 � www.northayrshire.foodbank.org.uk

 � www.blythswoodcare.org
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HERE ARE SOME HELPFUL RESOURCES 
YOU MIGHT WANT TO ACCESS 

ON FULLARTON CONNEXIONS 
FACEBOOK PAGE: 

Join us in person (& Facebook on the 
Fullarton ConneXions Facebook Page) 
for our services: 

Sunday Morning Services
10:30am Hybrid Pre-recorded & Live 
Service (Series on Revelation)

Sunday Evening Services
6:30pm Live-Zoom Service (New Series 
on The Psalms of Ascent: 120-134)

Worship Wednesdays
8:00 – 8:30pm Praise led by some of 
our worship leaders 

60 Second Sermons from Neil
You can also catch Rev Neil’s daily 60 
Second Sermons on the same Fb page, 
from 9am Mon’ – Sat’, on Instagram  
@fullartonconnexions and on Neil’s 
Twitter @NU4Yoo feed.

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

For now, we will get together (via Zoom) 
to pray 3 times per week. Invitations will 
be sent out to those on the emailing list 
by the host for the week. All are welcome, 
and if you are not on an emailing list, 
please contact one of the hosts.

 � Wednesday 7:00am prayer breakfast 
– regular host Neil Urquhart. 

 � Wednesday 7:00pm (intercession 
before Worship Wednesday)  
– regular host Ian Young.

 � Saturday 9:15am  
– regular host Sheena Kinmond. 

SEASON OF GROWTH 

We hope to run home groups for those 
interested in learning together around 
God’s Word in each other’s homes or on 
Zoom. Please let our secretary Teresa 
Goodwin know if you are interested in 
joining a weekly home group for  
October and November (01294 273741 
or fpc.secretary@btconnect.com) 
and we’ll be in touch. Let us know your 
contact details and which time of the 
week suits you best. Thanks! 

FULLARTON GUILD UPDATE

GUILD THEME – 2021-2024 – LOOK FORWARD IN 
FAITH YEAR 1: LIGHTS AND BUSHELS 

At the time of printing this article our Guild Leadership Team and 
Committee have prepared our Syllabus for the 2021-2022 session. 
We are hopeful and look forward to our Guild meetings commencing 
on 4th October. An Invitation is extended to join us any Monday evening at 7pm 
in Fullarton Hall. Our meetings include an invited guest speaker, any business and 
followed by a time of fellowship and chat, finishing no later than 9pm.

REMEMBER: THE GUILD IS OPEN TO BOTH MEN AND WOMEN, AND 
WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING ONE AND ALL ! 

With all  the restrictions we have had due to the Covid-19 pandemic, it will be 
wonderful to meet, renew and make new Monday Evening friendships. We look 
forward to meeting you on 4th October.

GUILD LEADERSHIP TEAM & COMMITTEE

WHAT IS ALPHA?

Alpha is a series of weekly sessions where you can explore the 
Christian faith in an open-minded and welcoming environment.

There’s no cost, and no pressure. Just lots of great conversation 
and space to think. Each session includes some ice breakers, a 
short talk, and time of discussion where you can share your thoughts about what you’ve 
heard. Whatever questions you’ve got, you can ask them at Alpha. Our course will start 
on Thursday 16th September at 7:30pm on Zoom, with the intention of meeting ion 
person  later in the course.  If you’re interested in joining , please contact  
joan.campbell@gmail.com or call Joan on Mobile:07432 008043.
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FUNERALS  
"I am the resurrection and the life..."

MAY

 � 27th  Lewis Scott (aged 82)

JUNE

 � 8th  Lucy Walker Martin (aged 94) 

JULY 

 � 31st  Alice Hewitt (aged 87) 

AUGUST

 � 3rd  David Branch (aged 83)* 

 � 11th  Bell Barnes (aged 69) 

* Denotes member or adherent.

BIRTHDAYS

Congratulations and best wishes to-

 � Mrs Helen Frame on her 90th birthday 

 � Mrs Nan Bryson on her 99th birthday 

 � Mrs Anne Blower on her 91st birthday 

 � Mr Neville Ramsay on his 96th birthday

NEW BORNS

 � Luca James Hankinson (DOB: 
31/05/21)

 � Summer Joy Smith (DOB: 10/08/21)

 � Florence Leigh Kelly (DOB: 23/08/21)

Luca James Hankinson Summer Joy Smith Florence Leigh Kelly

Bring your little ones along to have 
fun playing with toys, making craft 
and making friends. Enjoy a cuppa  
(drink and biscuits  
for kids) and get  
to know other  
local mums  
and dads. 

WEDNESDAYS  
12:30-2:30pm

(Starting 1st Sept 2021)

@ Fullarton ConneXions, Irvine

For more info call 01294 273741  
or email: coordinator@

fullartonconnexions.co.uk

£2.00 
suggested  

donation per  
family

T O D D L E R  G R O U PT O D D L E R  G R O U P
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GIVING THANKS 
FOR DAVID BRANCH

Brother in Christ and long-time Fullarton 
elder, who died on 3rd August 2021, aged 83.

Dear brother David was a man of many 
words and stories, who loved his Lord 
Jesus with passion, thought the best of 
people and had a keen sense of justice. 

Born and raised in Darlington, Co. 
Durham with 2 older brothers and 7 
younger siblings, young David enjoyed a 
life of adventure, eking out a living with 
his entrepreneurial dad, generous with 
all they had during difficult war, and 
post-war, years. An ever-ready Scout, St 
John’s Ambulance first aider and auxiliary 
fire serviceman, David worked in a Forge 
and did national service with the RAF, 
playing rugby & boxing. He was a stickler 
for the rules, ‘let nobody past’ he was told 
on guard duty, not willing even to let his 
commander pass; moving onto Chrysler 
Cummins and the Linwood Plant, David 
and family moved to Irvine for the sea air, 
becoming Linwood’s Financial Director, 
sadly having to organise its liquidation 
sale. With entrepreneurial flare he started 
several companies, David’s integrity 
and rule keeping not always popular. 
He retired at 62, having had enough, 
believing he was on borrowed time.  

After 25 married years with Sue they 
sadly separated, but continued as friends, 
sharing pride in their 3 daughters and 
son: Fiona, Kirsty, Jo & Simon, the 
Troglodytes as he affectionately called 
them, and delight of 7 grandchildren. 
David’s concern for the underdog and 
needy had him invest in youngsters like 
Jim Faddes and Darren Howie, who saw 
him as a father figure too. 

David’s Methodist lay preaching parents 
passed on to David their passion for 
faith, hope and love in Christ. Here in 
Fullarton David became a much loved 
brother, elder, mentor, prayer warrior, 
session clerk, treasurer, dogsbody and 
leader, with a heart for worship and 
spreading the Good News, buying 
guitars and sound equipment to lend to 

others and support outreaches on Good 
Fridays, Bridgegate Open Airs and prison 
ministry, ferrying carloads of young 
people to PowerPoint, Cross Rhythms & 
Spring Harvest over the years, keen to 
see them built up in their faith, though 
never pretending to be a youth worker, 
supporting the Teen Challenge Bus, 
raising money for projects which included 
2 Land’s End to John O’Groats cycles, 
a dedicated Gideon, dispensing 100s of 
New Testaments at school assemblies, 
especially enjoying visits to Arran.

For the pleasure David found in faith, 
family, friendships, cycling and work we 
thank you, Lord God, also for that found: 

in music, gadgets, cameras, filming, 
photography, fishing, boating, in good 
arguments, poetry, flowery language and 
song-writing, in corridor exercises and 
gardening at Buckreddan Care Home. 
Yes, David could be a fount of useless 
info’, but he also shared much wisdom 
and compassion, quietly serving his Lord 
Jesus. Did you know that David sat with 
Graeme Obree’s wife watching him break 
the world record or that, when liquidating 
Linwood, he phonedaround trying to find 
jobs for his employees; that he helped the 
Professional Cycling Association establish 
their pensions scheme, caught the largest 
flounder flat fish in Scotland (photo in 
the Angling Times!), and that he swore 
‘shaving your legs seriously reduces wind 
resistance’? 

Dear God, we especially pray comfort 
for all David’s family & friends. We thank 
You for this trusting, mischievous, clever, 
polite, keen humoured, gregarious, 
dutiful, civic minded, compassionate, 
kind-hearted, generous, resilient, 
determined, God loving, family loving, 
enthusiastic man of many, many words, 
who thought the best of people. You 
knew David with all his strengths and 
weaknesses, help us to let him go into 
your hands, and be inspired to similarly 
find in you Lord Jesus, our Hero, Saviour, 
God, and Friend, Amen. 
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FULLARTON PICNIC 
JULY 2021
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STORM HAMPERS EARTHQUAKE  
RESCUE AND RECOVERY IN HAITI

Marc Antoine, who leads Tearfund’s work 
in Haiti, shares how Tearfund is responding 
and how you can pray.
On Saturday 14 August a deadly 
earthquake struck southern Haiti. At the 
time of writing, more than 1,400 people 
have lost their lives and thousands are 
injured. Homes, schools, churches and 
hospitals have been reduced to rubble. 
Tearfund is on the ground responding – 
but it has been a race against time to reach 
people in need as Tropical Storm Grace hit 
soon after, hampering relief efforts.

‘People are sleeping outside in the rains 
– on mattresses, whatever they can find 
– out of fear and necessity,’ says Marc. 

‘Rains have blocked some of the roads 
and there are reports of landslides.’

The situation is desperate. Hospitals are 
stretched to the limit. People have lost so 
much.

Kesner founded a school in Nippes – one 
of the worst hit areas – and has been 
running it for more than 50 years. It’s 
now almost completely destroyed. ‘I have 
no idea what I am going to do,’ he shares.

Tearfund is providing hygiene items, 
shelter and cash grants so people can buy 
what they need most. We’ve carried out 
needs assessments to best support people 
to rebuild.

THE POWER OF YOUNG PEOPLE

‘Haiti has faced multiple earthquakes 
over the years – the worst being in 
2010,’ says Marc. ‘This makes it tough 
for people to move on – it’s easy to live in 
fear. People are already frightened. Gang 
violence is rising and our president was 
assassinated last month.

‘We are in a better place to respond than 
in 2010. Tearfund has been training 
young people to become first-responders 
after a disaster. After this earthquake, we 
saw the impact of this training.’

Within a few hours the Tearfund-trained 
youth network were some of the first 
on the scene and had conducted needs 
assessments in the most-affected areas.

Mayor of Nippes, Mr Joseph, is a 
Tearfund-trained first-responder: 
‘Tearfund helped me become who 
I am today, thanks to their training 

and support. I now have skills and 
understanding to help my community.’

‘Everyone is pulling together and 
responding to this crisis,’ says Marc.  
‘But the need is great. Please stand with 
us in prayer at this crucial time for the 
people of Haiti.’

PRAY WITH US

 � Pray for protection and provision for 
the people of Haiti – including safe 
places to sleep outside of the rain. Ask 
God to bring comfort, peace and hope 
in this uncertain time.

 � Pray for help to reach those in need 
– especially in remote places where 
roads have been blocked.

 � Ask God to continue to raise up 
leaders like Mr Joseph and the youth 
network Tearfund is working with, to 
support their communities.

Through Tearfund’s network of trained first 
responders, many people have been helped.  
This Saturday (21 August) they will be delivering 
500 kits of essentials to families in need.

Kesner stands outside the school he has run 
for more than 50 years, which has been badly 
damaged by the earthquake 
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FORTHCOMING SERVICES

All are welcome, whether it’s online or in person! There is space for you at Fullarton 
Connexions 10:30am on Sunday for viewing if you want to attend in person!

YOUR STORY MATTERS!

Starting on 17th September  we will be considering the 12 steps of recovery  
celebrated in numerous recovery groups across Irvine and the world.  
“It is for freedom Jesus set us free.” – Galatians 5:1

Sunday 10th  10:30am  Morning Service
Christians Against Poverty Sunday - ‘Gordon Cheung’

 6:30pm  Evening Service
Praise Night

Sunday 17th  10:30am  Morning Service
Recovery Bible (RB) Step 1 – ‘Powerless to save ourselves.’ 

 6:30pm  Evening Service
Healing Night

Sunday 24th  10:30am  Morning Service
RB Step 2 – ‘Restoration through our personal higher power’

 6:30pm  Evening Service
Teaching Night

Sunday 31st  10:30am  Morning Service
Clocks go back!
RB Step 3 – ‘Turning our will & lives over to the care of God’

 6:30pm  Evening Service
Hospitality Night

NOVEMBER
Sunday 7th  10:30am  Morning Service

RB Step 4 – ‘A searching and fearless 
moral inventory of ourselves’

 6:30pm  Evening Service
Prayer Night

Sunday 14th  10:30am  Morning Service
Remembrance Sunday
RB Step 5 – ‘Confessing our wrongs to God another’

 6:30pm  Evening Service
Praise Night
Communion

Sunday 21st  10:30am  Morning Service
Youth Service

 6:30pm  Evening Service
Healing Night

SEPTEMBER
Sunday 5th  10:30am  Morning Service: Joan Campbell
 6:30pm  Evening Service: Ashley Vaughan

Psalm 133
Sunday 12th  10:30am  Morning Service: Jill Clancy
 6:30pm  Evening Service: Joan Campbell

Psalm 134
Sunday 19th  10:30am  Morning Service

'Forward to Church’ Light Factory Starts & Services fully 
‘Live’

 6:30pm  Evening Service
Praise Night 

Sunday 26th  10:30am  Morning Service
'Sports Sunday' Launching Pioneer Project 

 6:30pm  Evening Service
Communion

OCTOBER
Sunday 3rd  10:30am  Morning Service

Harvest (TEAR Fund Focus) LF still on
 6:30pm  Evening Service

Prayer Night
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information, tips and advice on managing 
money and household budgeting. We 
are aiming to run the CAP Money 
course in Fullarton Connexions in the 
near future. Please contact any of the 
CAP Debt Coaches if this is of interest 
(Sandy Dickson, Alan McLaren, Sheena 
Kinmond).

In every one of our clients we see someone 
who is valued by God, someone we truly 
care for, someone who has perhaps got 
into a little bit of difficulty and just needs a 
little help. If you know of someone who is 
struggling with debt then a call to Christians 
Against Poverty on freephone 0800 328 
0006 could help. Our friendly local service 
is totally free and available to everyone 
regardless of faith or background.

Working together to Serve the Poor, Save 
the Lost, With the Church, Across our 
Nation.

ALEXANDER 
DICKSON 
CAP Debt Centre 
Manager, Irvine & 
Three Towns 
07717 645804

CAP – IRVINE AND THREE 
TOWNS DEBT CENTRE UPDATE

It has now been a full year since the Irvine 
& 3 Towns CAP Debt Centre based in 
Fullarton Connexions was launched. 
Reflecting over the past 12 months we 
have so so much to be thankful for. 

We have a fantastic network of volunteers 
and supporters who actively participate 
and contribute in Prayer, Befriending, 
Community Links Work and Publicity. We 
have been blessed by those who financially 
support our CAP Debt Centre through 
regular monthly sacrificial giving, one-off 
donations and fund-raising activities such 
as Eileen Docherty and family doing the 
KiltWalk. This has greatly helped us meet 
our £600 per month CAP affiliation fee. 
We have been greatly encouraged with 
the witness and testimony of one of our 
first clients, Mr Ron Graham. Ron has 
chosen to share and promote the positive 
difference CAP has made in his life across 
several media channels. Ron also took it on 
himself to walk the West Highland Way in 
August 2021 to raise funds for CAP and 
North Ayrshire Mental Health.

Alan and myself want to say a BIG 
THANK-YOU and let you know your 
support and encouragement has been 
really appreciated and is a great blessing.

Over the past year 
the Debt Centre 
has worked with 
24 clients and with each one we’ve been 
able to offer help in a practical way and 
freely share the love of Jesus. We’ve 
been blessed by seeing clients become 
debt free over recent months, other 
clients are continuing with CAP on their 
journey out of debt, and others, for 
various reasons, have chosen alternative 
routes.  We’ve also had the opportunity to 
widely publicise the CAP Debt Service to 
referral agencies, organisations and other 
churches throughout North Ayrshire.

We are delighted that Dr Sheena 
Kinmond has successfully completed 
CAP Debt Coach Training and will be 
joining the Irvine Debt Centre as a Debt 
Coach in September.

To celebrate our first year of operation 
we have invited Gordon Cheung (CAP 
Scotland Area Manager) to participate in 
the Fullarton Church morning service on 
17th October 2021 to share a Christians 
Against Poverty focus.

There has been an interest in the CAP 
Money course that provides useful 
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Each day brought its own challenges, 
although by far the hardest days were 
Wednesday and Saturday.

On Wednesday evening as it was getting 
dark I realised that I wasn't going to 
reach my designated camp site, so I lay 
down on a gravel path and slept. I had 
no sleeping bag or tent as I was having 
them transported each day along with 
the rest of my kit. The following day my 
left leg started to swell and redden which 
slowed me down. Since returning I have 
discovered that I have cellulitis, which is 
now clearing up as I am on antibiotics. 

Saturday was walking up and down all 
day and I didn't reach Glencoe till almost 
10pm. I couldn't locate my transported 
belongings so I slept on the floor of the 
toilet/shower block next to the radiator. 
Every other evening I made camp.

I am buzzing and amazed at what I have 
managed to achieve. 

1. The walk itself was hard, and it pushed 
me out of my comfort zone and 
showed me what I was capable of. 

2. I am raising money for CAP (Christians 
Against Poverty) and North Ayrshire 
Mental Health Services, to help others 
who find themselves in the same 
situation as I was. 

3. Speaking with people who were also 
walking the West Highland Way and 
sharing the story of my journey I believe 
that I am raising awareness about 
mental health and financial issues. 

These two aforementioned groups have 
helped me tremendously and I want people 
to know that there are people out there who 
have the skills and desire to help. 

DON'T SUFFER ALONE

You can donate via link below: 
www.gofundme.com/f/a-walk-to-
freedom-whilst-helping-others

I BEGAN MY JOURNEY WALKING 
THE WEST HIGHLAND ON 
MONDAY 16TH OF AUGUST. 

Monday 16th  
Milngavie to Drymen  
11.8 miles

Tuesday 17th 
Drymen to Cashel  
(banks of Loch Lomond) 
14.3 miles

Wednesday the 18th 
Cashel to Beinglas, Inverannan  
13.7 miles

Thursday 19th  
Beinglas to Tyndrum 
12.8 miles

Friday 20th  
Tyndrum to Bridge of Orchy 
8.7 miles 

Saturday 21st 
Bridge of Orchy to Glencoe 
9.6 miles

Sunday 22nd 
Glencoe to Kinlochleven  
8.7 miles

Monday 23rd 
Kinlochleven to Fort William  
15.22 miles

RON'S WEST HIGHLAND WAY
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said: "We have visited 52 Queen Street 
so many times in our imaginations.

"It is a thrill to be able to visit in 
person and to support the vital work of 
CrossReach at Simpson House."

PIONEER

Sir James, an celebrated obstetrician who 
was the Queen's physician in Scotland, 
discovered the anaesthetic properties of 
chloroform in 1847.

His ideas and stance on pain-free child 
birth were met with opposition from 
some quarters but were silenced in 1853 
when Queen Victoria gave birth to her 
eighth child, Prince Leopold, after the 
successful administration of chloroform.

Sir James lived in the property from 1845 
until his death in 1870 and the Simpson 
family gifted the property to the Church 
of Scotland in 1916.

Over the years it has had many uses 
including being requisitioned by the army 
during the Second World War, a centre 
for training Sunday School teachers in the 
1950s and was converted into a centre for 
counselling and recovery services in 1985.

THERAPEUTIC SUPPORT

Craig Miller, managing co-ordinator 
of CrossReach Children and Families 

Services, said: "The echoes of Dr 
Simpson reverberate throughout the 
walls in this remarkable building from 
which we have the pleasure of offering 
our CrossReach Counselling Services.

"Clients often describe Simpson House 
as welcoming, solid, open and grounded.

"A space from which it feels possible to 
safely contemplate sharing their own, 
often very personal and intimate stories 
which are often not shared with another 
soul out loud.

"As a base for Counselling and 
Therapeutic Support, Simpson House 
acts as the container to hold and respect 
a wide array of touching, inspiring and 
remarkable individual stories through 
play therapy, art therapy, counselling and 
psychotherapy."

CrossReach, the jewel in the crown of 
the Church, is one of the largest and 
most diverse voluntary sector social care 
organisations in Scotland and offers a 
wide range of cradle to the grave services.

Last month, new figures revealed that 
1,339 people died of drug-related deaths 
in Scotland in 2020.

The rate is a 5% increase on the previous 
year and the highest on record.

The authors of a series of historical thrillers 
are returning to the scene of one of the 
world's greatest medical discoveries to read 
extracts from their new novel.

Chris Brookmyre and his wife Dr Marisa 
Haetzman, who write as a couple under 
the pseudonym Ambrose Parry, are 
showcasing "A Corruption of Blood" at 
Simpson House in Edinburgh.

The third volume in the Raven and Fisher 
series, the book interweaves the life of 
Sir James Young Simpson and is centred 
around the Queen Street property where 
he made his famous discovery of the 
impact of inhaling chloroform which is the 
first widely used anaesthetic.

It is said that Sir James served willing 
dinner party guests the fluid warmed 

in hot water to create vapour which had 
them "under the mahogany in a trice".

The event, which coincides with the 
Edinburgh International Book Festival, is 
being held on Saturday at 5pm, authors 
including Val McDermid, Denise Mina 
and Sara Sheridan will be among the 
guests and people can watch live online.

Today, the historic house is used by 
CrossReach, the operating name of the 
Social Care Council of the Church of 
Scotland, to run "empowering, transforming 
and innovating" counselling support services 
for people affected by drug use.

Dr Haeztman, a consultant anaesthetist 
whose research for her master's degree 
on the history of medicine uncovered 
the material for the Victorian-era novels, 

HISTORICAL THRILLER 
WRITERS TO GIVE READING 
AT ICONIC HOUSE WHERE 
CHLOROFORM WAS 
DISCOVERED
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SHOE BOX APPEAL 2021

Despite the difficulties that they face everyday – through 
poverty, illness, disability or other disadvantages – receiving a 
shoebox brings such joy to children and adults in Eastern Europe, 
that their faces light up with huge smiles. Be encouraged as you read 
our stories of how your shoebox made such a difference at Christmas.

MARIOARA'S STORY

Marioara was so excited to receive a 
Christmas gift that her mother Elena had 
to take her in her arms.

“We had just stopped on the outskirts of 
the village when we met this family” says 
Paula Croitor. “Marioara is the youngest 
of ten children. The parents, granny and 
children all live in a one-roomed house 
that works as a kitchen, bedroom and 
bathroom and as a study room for the 
older children. Although their house is 

surrounded by mud, inside they keep the 
floor clean and they constantly wash their 
clothes. The toys brought happy smiles to 
the girl’s face and she loved the delicious 
jelly beans.”

ISMEDIN'S STORY

One of the first boxes to be handed out 
last winter went to four-year-old Ismedin, 
in Gjakova, Kosovo, where 11 members 
of his extended family occupy a single-
roomed dwelling.

“They are a very poor family,” says 
shoebox distributor Faton Berisha. “Their 
living conditions are difficult, especially 
in winter. Ismedin was very happy with 
his shoebox, especially when he found 
a toy, hat, gloves and sweets. Each 
member of the family received a box and 
they were so happy to find things which 
they needed, such as shampoo. Despite 
Covid-19 restrictions in the UK and 
Europe, Blythswood’s 2020 Shoe Box 
Appeal delivered 75,218 gift-filled boxes 
to eight countries in Eastern Europe.Marioara receiving Christmas present

MY  B E ING  S H A LL  
PR A I S E  HIM

My voice shall ever sing 
Of Jesus, my Lord and King

My tongue shall ever praise 
The sacrifice that He made

My heart shall ever love 
Jesus, enthroned above

My soul shall always receive 
The comfort that it needs

My spirit shall ever live 
In the victory that He gives

My hands I'll always use 
In the work that I must do

And I'll go where Jesus leads 
For in Him, I do believe.
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CONNEXIONS COMMUNITY CAFE

NOW SEATING UP TO 50! 
All compliant with current restrictions and COVID Safe.

OPEN TUESDAYS 10AM – 2PM & THURSDAYS 10AM – 2PM.

Enjoy home baking and light lunches and support your local community at the same 
time. Great value for money and nutritious food and a warm welcome. 

All alone? Come down to our ‘chatty cafe’ table (marked on the table) and sit socially 
distanced for a hot drink and a natter with one of our volunteers or another person who 
is in need of some company.

CONNEXIONS  
COMMUNITY CAFE

UNBEATABLE VALUE  
AND GREAT COMPANY
Cafe Solace continues on TUESDAY 
EVENINGS from 5-7pm where you can 
get a 3 course dinner for less than £2!

FULLARTON CHRISTMAS 
SHOEBOX APPEAL 2021

Dear Fullarton Family,

Yes, it IS going ahead this year!!  

You are receiving this invitation in the 
hope that once again you as an individual 
will participate in these especially difficult 
times.  Please consider just how much more 
difficult it must be for those in countries 
with much less access to the health services 
we enjoy here.  PLEASE, therefore, join 
this year’s work in spreading God’s love.

Our gifts are again going to Moldova – 
an east European country where living 
conditions are far, far removed from the 
comfort we enjoy.  As in recent years, we 
will gather, sort, pack and despatch filled 
shoeboxes in the same spaces as last year 
in Fullarton ConneXions. This work is again 
scheduled for three weeks in November, 
Tuesdays to Saturdays, between 10am and 
5pm each day.  That is from Tuesday 2nd 
to Saturday 6th November, Tuesday 9th to 
Saturday 13th November and Tuesday 16th 
to Saturday 20th November.

Again we need to limit the number of 
people in the working spaces to ensure we 
don’t breach Covid-19 guidelines.  The most 
obvious restriction will affect our youngest 

supporters as we will 
NOT be able to host 
unaccompanied children 
under ANY circumstances.

Similar to last year, we will be operating a 
predominantly pre-booked system for seats 
in the working spaces, again to ensure we 
satisfy Covid-19 restrictions.

This year there is again no target number 
of gifts to be generated. We are simply 
tasked with sending as many gifts abroad 
as possible. To that end, we ask for your 
prayers of support and any practical 
help during the three weeks mentioned 
above to ensure our gifts are all within the 
guidelines.  We welcome women, men and 
young people to join the fun and fellowship 
amongst the hard work.

This year’s DVD may be viewed on-line 
from Blythswood Care at 
www.blythswood.org/shoeboxappeal

Thank you. 

Sincere Christian greetings.

FRASER & ANNA HUTCHISON  
THOMAS & CANDACE TURNER 
(Joint co-ordinators)
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STORIES FROM THE FRONTLINE

Missions ConnectMissions Connect

Things are not always as they seem. 
While ‘working’ in a semi closed country 
a missionary was invited to a Coptic 
Church service. From all outward 
appearances it was like any you would 
expect. Lots of fine paintings on the 
walls, long bearded priests dressed in 
black with large crosses hanging from 
their necks and a small number of 
attendees mainly women, who were also 
dressed in black.

Over the next couple of months this 
missionary came to discover this was 
just a front for the real church – a literal 
underground church. A very proactive 

evangelical church, not unsimilar to what 
you would expect to find in the West.

Many of the leaders of the church were 
born again believers full of passion for 
the Lord and the care of His people.

The believers of this church were equally 
passionate about their faith; happily 
sharing Christ, encouraging one another 
and helping those less fortunate.

Please pray for the underground and 
persecuted church – particularly in light 
of recent events. Asked how we should 
pray, one persecuted believer simply 
said, “Pray for the strength to endure.”
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MONTHLY FINANCE 
MATTERS

At the end of July, the Offerings for 2021 were £7,023 or 
14.3% MORE than those received to the end of July 2020:

Offerings to 31st July, 2021: £55,945  
Offerings to 31st July, 2020: £48,922

Offerings are, 13% above this year’s budget forecast 
which was based on the lockdown situation continuing 
for at least 6 months of the year.

The vast majority of the income has been received via bank transfer/standing orders. 
We have received some donations and envelopes from those who kindly managed to 
pass them through. We are most grateful to EVERYONE concerned in continuing to 
faithfully support the ministry and work of Fullarton via their offerings and donations.

Half yearly statements for 2021 for Free Will Offering and Gift Aid giving will be 
delivered with this September edition of the Contact Magazine. 

With restrictions lifting we look forward to increased numbers at Sunday Services and 
the recommencement of gathering weekly envelopes.

Details of the various miscellaneous donations gratefully received during May, June 
and July 2021 (excluding those for the Major Buildings Fund or ConneXions Café) are 
shown below:

CHURCH OFFERING ENVELOPES & GIFT AID

Half Yearly Statements for 2020-21 along with Offering Envelopes (Free Will 
and Gift Aid) for 2021–2022 are now available and are being delivered along with 
September's Contact Magazine.

Anyone who gives regularly to the church and doesn’t currently use church envelopes 
but would like them please contact the Treasurer, details below.

Similarly if you want to change from using envelopes to setting up a regular Standing 
Order via a Bank or Building Society please contact Sandy Dickson who will provide 
the details and simple advice on how to set it up.

If you give to the church and are a UK Taxpayer but have not already signed a Gift Aid 
Declaration then we ask that you please consider doing so. This allows the church to claim 
back £2.50 from HMRC for every £10 that is given via Gift Aid. This is a source of income 
we all should take full advantage of for the benefit of the church and other charities, and it 
really does cost nothing. For details and information please contact the Treasurer.

TREASURER - SANDY DICKSON  
Mob: 07519 638 218   Tel: 01294 273625

 � CAP Debt Centre (incl Gift Aid 
Claim + KiltWalk): £2,960.71

 � People in Need Fund (incl G/A 
Claim): £250.00

 � Leprosy Mission: £15.58

 � Loudoun Montgomery Scripture 
Union (incl G/A claim): £75.00

 � St. Luke’s Hospital, Hiranpur  
(incl G/A claim): £4,052.00

We were eligible to submit a claim to HMRC for GASDS (Gift Aid Small Donations 
Scheme) in June and the claim for £1294.68 has been duly paid by HMRC, for which we 
are truly thankful.

We were delighted to support the Malawi School Project by sending £2,705 from the 
World Mission Fund in June.

Items of expenditure worthy of note are mainly for maintenance and repair works. The front 
and rear entry door systems were repaired/replaced at a cost of £2,367 and a repair to the 
heating system came in at £1,197. 

THE FINANCE TEAM

In early May the Irvine CAP Debt Centre received a boost in funds of more than £1,100 
raised by Eileen Docherty and her son Callen from The KiltWalk – Thanks so much!
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BOOKS OF THE BIBLE WORD SEARCH

PLEASE NOTE
The deadline for a copy of the next 
issue of Contact (NOV 2021) is: 

SUNDAY 24TH OCTOBER
Email articles to secretary@

fullartonchurch.co.uk by that date, 
or in the Secretary’s Pigeon hole 
in the Church vestibule. Please 

adhere to the deadline date.  
Thank you.

DATA PROTECTION AT FULLARTON

Contact Magazine is delivered to your door your name and address are on the 
circulation list. This may seem obvious but we are obliged to point it out under the 
terms of the Data Protection Act 1998 and General Data Protection Regulation 2016.

Fullarton Parish Church is committed to protecting your privacy and safeguarding 
your personal data. We are registered with the Information Commissioner through the 
umbrella registration of the Presbytery of Irvine and Kilmarnock and strive to comply 
fully with data protection law. We shall use the information you have provided for 
distributing Contact; if you are a member or adherent you have probably also given us 
your telephone or mobile number and/or your e-mail address so that we can contact 
you if necessary. We keep this information in accordance with our Privacy and Data 
Protection Policies. We shall only keep the data for as long as necessary. 

If any of the information we hold is out of date please inform the Church Secretary.

ACROSS
1 A book of books (5)
4 Shortest book in the 
Old Testament (7)
7 The number of chapters 
in Philemon (3)
8 This testament contains 
39 books (3)
9 Jesus’ brother, who 
wrote a letter (5)
11 In authority before the 
kings (6)
12 His epistle contains 
one chapter (4)
13 Successor to Queen 
Vashti (6)

14 David wrote many of 
these, set to music (6)
17 Wrote about the 
restoration of the temple 
(4)
18 Originator, writer of a 
book (6)
21 Number of letters 
written by John (5)
23 Number of chapters 
in 13A (3)
24 Galilee, Dead, for 
example (3)
26 Paul wrote many of 
these (7)
27 He prophesied the 
birthplace of Jesus (5)

DOWN
1 There are 66 of these (5)
2 Behold (2)
3 Revelation comes in 
this part of the New 
Testament (3)
5 Donation of money to 
the poor (4)
6 This letter lists the 
faithful (7)
9 He prophesied of the 
‘day of the Lord’ (4)
10 A faithful Moabitess 
(4)
13 He foretold the 
regathering of Israel in 
prophecy of dry bones (7)

15 A prophet who was a 
herdsman (4)
16 One of the gospel 
writers (4)
19 A prophet, reluctant 
to go to Nineveh (5)
20 Adam and Eve ate 
from this in the garden 
(4)
22 The border of a 
garment (3)
25 Joshua writes about 
this city near Bethel (2)

To comply with the General 
Data Protection Regulations, we 
MUST keep the information we 
hold up to date. Any changes to 
your information we hold on you, 
please contact the Roll Keeper, 
Babs Dawson. This Contacts page 
will be put in as an extra twice a 
year on JUNE and DECEMBER.

DUTY ROTAS will temporarily 
be sent monthly. The Magazine 
will be sent out Feb, April, June, 
Sept, Nov, and Dec, giving 6 
editions.
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