DECEMBER 2021

"I BRING YOU

GOOD NEWS

THAT WILL CAUSE GREAT JOY FOR

ALL THE PEOPLE."

FROM THE MANSE
Dear Friends,
I wanted to dodge our church
leadership retreat to West Kilbride. It
would’ve been very easy to cancel our
annual pause to hear God together.
Alas, I knew that we needed this
time-out. So, 17 of us went to West
Kilbride mid-November, and it was
the RIGHT decision!
Sometimes, when you least feel
like doing something, it delivers the
greatest benefit. It was humbling as
we read and re-read two particular
Bible passages and considered each
other’s journaling, prayer-walks, art &
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change the downward trajectory
of God’s Family in Irvine. What an
opportunity to unite in outwardlooking servant-hearted enterprise,
reaching people with the lifetransforming Good News of Jesus!

craft creations, photos, meditations
& reflections and looked
forward with hope.
Great challenge and opportunity
lie ahead as we learn to work more
closely together with one another
in the Irvine churches. Pandemic
is forcing the Church of Scotland
to grasp nettles it would otherwise
have delayed for at least another 10
years. Upshot: Presbytery’s proposal
for Irvine is to unite all 5 charges (6
congregations) into one Irvine Parish
with two Revs, plus existing part-time
pioneer mission posts. A possible
alternative of two Irvine parishes with
one Rev each is also being considered.
Please pray for our Kirk Sessions
(Dreghorn & Springside, Fullarton,
Girdle Toll & St Andrew’s, Irvine Old,
& Mure Relief Parishes) continuing
discussions about what such united
mission and ministry might look like.
On 2nd March 2022, the plan for
the whole of Irvine & Kilmarnock
will be approved and passed to the
General Assembly’s Faith Nurture
Forum for approval. September 2022
will also see 6 presbyteries uniting
as one, stretching from Ardrossan,
Irvine & Ayr down to Dumfries &
Kirkcudbright and inland to Annan
& Eskdale. More challenge and
opportunity!
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At the end of the day, Rev Jamie
Milliken & myself will have the
choice of taking on the united
Irvine Parish(es) or not. Presently,
we are both positive and hopeful
that a genuine uniting of resources
and vision can lead to Christians
making a more profound impact
on the life of our beloved town
and area. The journey towards any
union(s) will take several years (I
suspect). In 5-10 years’ time we can
hopefully grow a large team of lay
ministers and missioners, able to
plant new expressions
of church alongside
existing worshipping
communities. Leaving
all ministry and mission
to the Revs would be
an early retirement or
grave for them. But,
the multiplication of
trained pastoral carers,
teachers, worship &
funeral service leaders,
and pioneers, etc, can
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Actually, I prefer to call our ‘Retreats’
‘ADVANCES’, as we retreat to
advance: a potent, pregnant pause,
growing vision and deep-seated
determination to see God’s Will done
in our church, community, town
and Land. Let’s journey through
Christmas and into 2022 with
Christ’s Great Commission ringing
loud and clear, a clarion call to unite
in love and outreach!
Happy Christmas & God’s Best in, to
& through you in 2022!
Your friend & fellow minister,
NEIL URQUHART
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PASTORAL LETTER FOR THE PARISH
Under the weather and waves, on
your front foot going forward, or
simply plodding on regardless, the
spur is to socialise and exercise with
others and grow mental, physical,
social, and spiritual resilience. As the
catchy chorus says, ‘We’ve had some
hard times, We’ve had some low
times, But there will be good times,
‘Cause we’re all in this together.’
Dear neighbours & friends,
This card comes with our love,
prayers, and best wishes for
Christmas and 2022.
We’re grateful for the chance to
share warm Christmas greetings
with you and yours. 21 months of
pandemic has taken its toll on us all!
How are you faring?

Friends, ‘Together’ we can get
through this painful period in history
stronger and better. Grace, Mercy,
Comfort, Healing, Hope, Purpose &
Peace in & through you,
Your local minister & friend,
NEIL URQUHART
P.S For: healing & supportive prayer, or
simply someone to talk to, feel free to
phone me on 01294 279909.

Fr Wullie & I released our Shoes
Brothers Advent Song ’Together!’ It
combines the high energy of 'High
School Musical’ with the empathy
and sympathy of Christ. The Christ
of Christmas stretches from Heaven
to release in and through us, His
peace, hope and love. But we need to
‘get our head, heart and whole body
in the game’.
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SHINING SCRIPTURES
Here are the two Scriptures that continue to resonate and reverberate
within as we journey on from our leadership Retreat. In Zephaniah 3:9 God
promises to purify our conversations, lead us into united prayer and
synergetic work, ‘shoulder to shoulder’.
“Then I will purify the lips of the peoples, that all of them may call on the name of
the Lord and serve him shoulder to shoulder.” (NIV)
And John 17:20-26 (NIV) encourages us with
Jesus’ very own prayers for us here and now:
“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray
also for those who will believe in me
through their message, that all of them
may be one, Father, just as you are in
me and I am in you. May they also be
in us so that the world may believe that
you have sent me. I have given them the
glory that you gave me, that they may
be one as we are one— I in them and
you in me—so that they may be brought
to complete unity. Then the world will
know that you sent me and have loved
them even as you have loved me.

“Father, I want those you have given
me to be with me where I am, and to
see my glory, the glory you have given
me because you loved me before the
creation of the world.
“Righteous Father, though the world
does not know you, I know you, and they
know that you have sent me. I have made
you known to them, and will continue to
make you known in order that the love
you have for me may be in them and that
I myself may be in them.”

BUT THE ANGEL SAID TO THEM, "DO NOT BE AFRAID.
I BRING YOU GOOD NEWS THAT WILL CAUSE GREAT
JOY FOR ALL THE PEOPLE. TODAY IN THE TOWN OF
DAVID A SAVIOUR HAS BEEN BORN TO YOU; HE
IS THE MESSIAH, THE LORD." – LU KE 2:10 -11
December 2021 • Fullarton Contact
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CONNEXIONS
CONTACT REPORT
DECEMBER 2021
Just a very short report this month to
wish all members and friends a very
Happy Christmas and a blessed and
healthy New Year 2022 from all at
Fullarton ConneXions.
The lead up to Christmas is always
a very busy time of year here at
ConneXions and this year has been
no exception. We have hosted the
Blythswood Shoebox Appeal, which
was once again a huge success, packing
over 6,000 shoeboxes full of gifts,
clothes and toys for people in Moldova,
one of the poorest nations in Europe.
It was a pleasure to be involved in this
appeal in a very small way by helping
pack a few boxes.
We have also had the privilege of
hosting the NHS Covid-19 vaccination
and booster programme, which has
brought in a large number of people for
appointments throughout October and
some of November.
We are closed for Christmas between
22nd December and 5th January, with
almost all our regular groups winding
up for the Christmas break. 2022’s
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GUILD UPDATE – DECEMBER

diary already looks promising and as
we emerge from the pandemic we
are excited about the opportunities
that await us to serve this wonderful
community.
However you are celebrating
Christmas, wherever you are and
whomever you are with, we hope you
have the very best time remembering
the coming of Christ to earth, the
Word made Flesh, ‘Born that we no
more may die.’
Thank you for all your continued
support over the last 12 months,
especially with all the upheaval of the
pandemic. See you in 2022!
ASHLEY VAUGHAN
ashleydvaughan@icloud.com
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On 25th October our Speaker was a
well known face, Mr Neville Ramsay,
who gave us a very interesting talk on
his days in the RAF from 1944. At
the end of the War, he was posted to
India. This was at the time India was
to become Independent. He took
photographs during this period and
70 years later they were shown
on The One Show.
Our Speaker on 1st November was
Lesley Darroch who told us of the
changing procedures in Maternity
Units over the years, particularly
North Ayrshire Maternity Unit. She
said that for many years home births
had been discouraged but now they
try to make births as relaxed
as possible in hospital.
On 8th November we welcomed
Sandy Dickson, Church Treasurer,
who gave as an insight into the work
of CAP Debt Centre. He explained
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how they help people
to manage their debts
and relieve them of the
constant stress of debt.
They help in practical ways and also
show them how to balance a budget.
Our speaker on 15th November was
Craig Happell who was accompanied
by his guide dog Merlin. Craig told us
that he became blind 14 years ago and
that Merlin was his second guide dog.
Merlin takes him where he wants to
go and guides him safely past objects
such as wheeliebins which may be on
the pavement. Guide dogs don’t know
the route to take and the handler has
to know which junctions to cross and
where to turn left or right but the dog
helps him to his destination.
The Guild will restart after the
Christmas break on 10th
January 2022.
LINDA McCARTIN
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PASTORAL
CARE TEAM

PASTORAL CARE TEAM
We as a team entirely depend on you, the members, telling us when members
of your family and friends are ill, or in hospital, or even when they would like a
visit. This is a list of the team members and we ask you to please contact any
one of us if you need our help:

KEEPING IN CONTACT WITH OTHERS!
As 2021 draws to a close, it has been
good to get back to some sort of
slow ‘normality’. More folk have been
attending Sunday morning worship
services, as they now feel able and
confident to do so. However, we must
remember that many are still going
through difficult and challenging
times as we move forward into 2022.
The Festive Season can be a difficult,
sad and lonely time for so many
people. Please continue to remember
those in our congregation, and
beyond, who have experienced the
loss of a loved one during 2021 and
keep them close in prayer.
The Pastoral Care Team depend on
you, the Fullarton Family, to keep us
informed of members of your family
or friends who are ill, would like to
receive a phone call, a church card
(Thinking of You, Bereavement or
Birthday) or in need of prayer support
– especially at the moment. Please
contact Kate Gibson (Team Leader –
01294 276148) or any member of the
Pastoral Care Team listed below.
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Kate Gibson (Team Leader):
01294 276148

Pam Hutcheson: 01294 311933

Jean Wyllie (Secretary):
01294 274345

Ann Wood: 01294 279546

Sandra Deeprose: 01292 315169
Margaret Elliott: 01294 214433
Grateful thanks to fellow elders,
contact distributors and friends,
who continue to keep in touch with
the Fullarton Family at this time,
especially with those who are unable
to come along to Sunday morning
worship at the moment. Thank you
for the updates, information etc which
many of you pass on to our team. This
really does make a difference, as we
don’t always know when someone has
been ill or in hospital etc.
May I wish you all a Peaceful
Christmas and Good Health, Love
and Blessings in 2022.
KATE GIBSON
(Pastoral Care Team Leader)
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May Elliot: 01294 464352

Janet Kennedy: 01294 275574
Christine O’May: 01294 215960
David Clark: 01505 684271
Aileen Roy: 0756 378 5364
James Miller: 0747 122 1031

THANKS

BIRTHDAYS

Thanks to all my Fullarton Friends for
the lovely 80th birthday card which I
received from you. God Bless you all.

 Mr John Kerr who was 90

CHRISSIE BLACK

 Mrs Maisie Roger who was 94

FUNERALS

"I am the resurrection and the life..."

I would like to thank the Fullarton
Family for the lovely plant and card
I received on my 90th birthday.
It was very much appreciated.

 15th Oct – Willie Lochhead

Yours Sincerely

 3rd Nov – Elizabeth Meek

TERESA CRAWLEY

 8th Nov – Nan McMahon
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HERE ARE SOME HELPFUL RESOURCES
YOU MIGHT WANT TO ACCESS

UPDATE:

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

ON FULLARTON CONNEXIONS
FACEBOOK PAGE:
Join us in person (& Facebook on
the Fullarton ConneXions Facebook
Page) for our services:
Sunday Morning Services
10:30am Live Service
Sunday Evening Services

For now, we will get together (via
Zoom) to pray 3 times per week.
Invitations will be sent out to those on
the emailing list by the host for the
week. All are welcome, and if you are
not on an emailing list, please contact
one of the hosts.
 Wednesday 7:00am prayer
breakfast – regular host Neil
Urquhart.
 Wednesday 7:00pm (intercession
before Worship Wednesday)
– regular host Ian Young.

Fullarton Cafe closes from
16th DEC & reopens 11th JAN.
Cafe Solace closes from
21st DEC & reopens 4th JAN.

CONNEXIONS COMMUNITY CAFE
NOW SEATING UP TO 50!
All compliant with current restrictions and COVID safe.
OPEN TUESDAYS 10AM – 2PM & THURSDAYS 10AM – 2PM.
Enjoy home baking and light lunches and support your local community at the
same time. Great value for money and nutritious food and a warm welcome.
All alone? Come down to our ‘chatty cafe’ table (marked on the table) and sit
socially distanced for a hot drink and a natter with one of our volunteers or
another person who is in need of some company.

 Saturday 9:15am
– regular host Sheena Kinmond.

6:30pm Live-Zoom Service
Worship Wednesdays
8:00 – 8:30pm Praise led by
some of our worship leaders
60 Second Sermons from Neil
You can also catch Rev Neil’s daily
60 Second Sermons on the same
Fb page, from 9am Mon’ – Sat’, on
Instagram @fullartonconnexions and
on Neil’s Twitter @NU4Yoo feed.

PAGE 9

December 2021 • Fullarton Contact

www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk

PAGE 10

SHOEBOX APPEAL 2021
Well, it’s all over once again and time to
reflect on yet another remarkable year!
This year, an astonishing total of
6,484 shoeboxes of gifts and £9,377
was donated. Once again these gifts
are to be distributed in Moldova,
Eastern Europe.
Sincere thanks to so many donors
from all airts an’ pairts (44 churches,
3 schools and many other individuals)
from Arran and Cowal, to Darvel and
Sorn, from Greenock to Maybole).
Thanks to those who remembered us
in prayer, the donors of completed
boxes, as well as the donors of fillers,
those who gave their time and energy
to inspect the boxes, those who
packed boxes into cartons, the drivers
and “van boys” who collected boxes,
those who counted the money and
handled the banking.
Everything is mixed with mercy. It’s an
ill wind that blows nobody any good.
Yes, Covid did help the Appeal. People
self-isolating or kept at home had
plenty of time to knit or crochet. Also
inspectors of boxes, unable to huddle
up together for a good blether as in
non-Covid years, worked doubly hard.
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We’ve been
inundated with
fillers, so much so
that the Wednesday
Packers will be kept busy for some
considerable time packing all of the
left-over goods into their various
categories for despatch to the various
Blythswood Care contacts in
Scotland or abroad.
As always, the gifts and recipients were
blessed in prayer. This year, Rev Jamie
Milliken spent a considerable amount
of time with us one morning, blessing
the gifts and recipients. He then made
contact with many if not all who were
working in the halls that morning.
A huge thank you to everyone
involved and to Fullarton ConneXions.
Without this generous gift of exclusive
use of Fullarton Hall and Schoolroom
for all of three weeks, none of this
Appeal could have taken place.
Thanks too for the generous and
willing loan of tables from the Gospel
Hall and St Andrew’s Church – and
a special thanks to FAS Print for the
splendid supply yet again this year of
wee notepads which are so well suited
for the shoebox gifts.
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That trailer is then to transit to
Moldova via Stranraer/Larne to Eire
then to Rotterdam and finally
to Moldova.

An important variation this year is
to load 4,000 shoeboxes out of our
6,484 directly onto a trailer parked
in the service road under the Irvine
Rivergate Centre overpass in the
last week of November. A team of
able-bodied Blythswood Care men
should make smart work of shuttling
the selected 400 or so filled cartons
currently stored in
our warehouse in
Montgomery Street to
the Rivergate service
road. The remaining
space on the trailer
will then be filled with
cartons of clothes,
bedding, shoes, and
other items collected by
the Wednesday Packers
over recent months.
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This year is a significant year in the
sense of handover as next year Thomas
and Candace Turner will become the
principal individuals to take over the
tasks done by Fraser and Anna for the
past several years. Come autumn next
year, they will be looking for the same
level of support from the Fullarton
Family and also those other regular
helpers and contributors throughout
Ayrshire and beyond to help our
brothers and sisters in Eastern Europe.
Finally, as we celebrate Christmas
this year, let us remember the
recipients of “our” shoeboxes and
that they will find true Christian joy
beyond the items in their box.
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FORTHCOMING SERVICES
All are welcome, whether it’s online or in person! There is space for you at
Fullarton Connexions 10:30am on Sunday if you want to attend in person!
DECEMBER
Sun 12th

10:30am

Morning Service
Advent 3

6:30pm

Evening Service
Praise Night

10:30am

Morning Service
Advent 4

6:30pm

Evening Service
Christingle - Joan Campbell

6:30pm

Christmas Eve Service
Advent 3

11:30pm

Watch Night Service

Sat 25th

10:30am

Christmas Day Service
Jesus' Birthday Bash

Sun 26th

10:30am

Christmas Praise Service
Boxing Day Sunday

Sun 19th

Fri 24th

Sun 23rd

Sun 30th

JANUARY
10:30am

All-Age Morning Service
New Year Church Party

Sun 9th

10:30am

Morning Service
Recovery Bible 6 – Joan Campbell

6:30pm

Evening Service
Prayer Night
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10:30am

Morning Service
Recovery Bible 7

6:30pm

Evening Service
Praise Night

10:30am

Morning Service
Recovery Bible 8

6:30pm

Evening Service
Healing Night

10:30am

Morning Service
Recovery Bible 9

6:30pm

Evening Service
Learning Night - Dez Johnston (Alpha Scotland)

10:30am

Morning Service
Recovery Bible 10

6:30pm

Evening Service
Praise Night

10:30am

Morning Service
Recovery Bible 11

6:30pm

Evening Service
Praise Night

10:30am

Morning Service
Recovery Bible 12

6:30pm

Evening Service
Praise Night

10:30am

Morning Service

6:30pm

Evening Service
Learning Night – Lorna Ferrell

FEBRUARY
Sun 6th

Sun 13th

Sun 20th

Sun 2nd
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Sun 16th

Sun 27th

www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk
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CHRISTIANS AGAINST POVERTY
NATIONAL PICTURE
 Our New Vision for the future is
shown above. CAP is presently going
through a full review of how we
operate in order to improve and scale
up our service.
 It is estimated that 19% of Scotland’s
population (1.03 million people each
year) were living in relative poverty
after housing costs in 2017-20.
 45% of people in Scotland don't
know where to get free debt help,
we're working with the Scottish
Government to raise awareness
and to combat the stigma around
problem debt.

LOCAL CENTRE
 "Prevention is better than cure."
With this in mind we held our first
ever CAP Money Course. This free
course gave delegates vital tips on
how to handle their finances and live
a life free from money worries. We
plan to run other courses like this
again. Let us know if you want to sign
up for the next one.
 Sheena Kinmond will represent us
at a CAP National conference in
Bradford for those who have recently
passed their initial exams.
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 Encouragingly
we have added
more prayer
partners to our
team.

CAN YOU HELP?
Here are some ways in which you can
become involved.
 Commit to making a monthly
donation to Fullarton to help fund
our Affiliation fees.
 Join our publicity team. This involves
acting as a representative in speaking
to others about CAP and finding new
ways to promote our service locally.
 Ask to be added to our prayer letter
and include us in your prayers.
 If you know anyone who is struggling
with debt please let us help. To
begin, a person just needs to call our
freephone number 0800 328 0006.
The service is free to clients and could
change their life.

ALEXANDER DICKSON
07474 295 446
alexanderdickson@capuk.org
ALAN MCLAREN
07717 645804
alanmclaren@capuk.org
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THE LAST PRESENT
UNDER THE TREE
There is one last present under the Christmas tree,
I wonder whose it is?
Is it for the little girl with the rocking horse,
Or is it for Grandma or Aunt Liz?
It looks so lonely,
Sitting there by itself;
It’d certainly be an awesome addition
On "somebody’s" shelf.
The ribbon is gold,
The paper is paisley red;
"Who does it belong to?"
Keeps rattling in my head;
I decided to snatch a peek,
And see whose name is on the card;
It’d only take a second,
It won’t be very hard.
When no one was looking,
I reached under the tree,
Carefully handling the package,
"Who knows, it may be for me!"
But when I read the card,
I thought it was extraordinarily odd,
Because the message read,
"Love and blessings," God.

BY J O E L B J O R L I N G
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Influencing. ‘But millions of us will
continue to play our part and demand
that world leaders play theirs.

Tearfund supporters march together in
Glasgow on the COP26 Day of Action.

A NEW DAWN
AFTER COP26?
How, as Christians, we can continue to
have hope as we move forward following
the UN climate talks.
The climate crisis can feel like an
overwhelming issue. One where it can
be difficult to imagine that we can
make a difference. Yet as we look back
at COP26, we can see that – while it
fell short of delivering all that we need
– a difference has been made. The
prayers and actions of ordinary people
around the world have borne fruit.
And no matter the challenge ahead of
us – we take heart from our belief in
the God of justice. Alok Sharma, who
led the talks, called them our ‘last, best
hope’. Yet, as Christians, we know that
this is not true. Hope is alive in Christ.
REASONS FOR PRAISE
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This is a welcome signal that polluting,
creation-harming fossil fuels are being
consigned to the history books.
A key priority going into COP26 was for
governments to take action that would
limit global heating to 1.5°C. If the
promises made during the conference
are kept, then heating could be kept to
below 2°C. While this is not enough, it is
progress – previously, we were on track
for a disastrous rise of closer to 3°C.
Governments have been asked to make
stronger plans to limit global heating
further ahead of next year’s climate
talks. Every fraction of a degree can
make the difference between life and
death for people living in poverty.
Furthermore, almost 40 nations and
institutions have committed to end
overseas public finance for coal, oil
and gas by the end of 2022. This could
shift at least $24 billion a year out
of fossil fuels and into clean energy.
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Again, there is far more to be done.
But we believe – and we will keep
believing – that if we continue to
put pressure on governments to take
action then it can, and will, be done.
Tearfund supporters march together in
Glasgow on the COP26 Day of Action.
A GROWING MOVEMENT
One of the most heartening things
about COP26 and the lead up to it
was to see the growing movement
of Christians who are now praying,
speaking up and taking action on the
climate crisis. If we continue to raise
our voices together, then the door of
possibility will always be open.
‘Climate justice won't be achieved by a
single person, decision or conference,’
says Dr Ruth Valerio, Tearfund’s
Director of Global Advocacy and
www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk

‘We will continue to pray, to act, to
hold leaders to account and to call for
justice. And we will continue to walk
by faith and keep our eyes fixed on
God who can do immeasurably more
than we ask or imagine.’
We won’t give up. Hope is not a feeling,
it is a decision – a decision we can
continue to make each day. We will
continue to be God’s hands and feet as
we strive to protect the world’s most
vulnerable communities from the
climate crisis. Please join us in prayer.
PRAY WITH US
God of justice,
We pray that the progress made at
COP26 will be a stepping stone to
genuine change: that following these
talks governments will put words into
action, and the policies will be put in
place that will avert disaster. Help us
continue to hold on to hope – to never
give up but keep praying, speaking
out and taking action. And we lift up
people around the world whose lives
today are being turned upside down by
the climate crisis. May the world hear
their cries, and do something about it.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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NEW VOLUME OF FASTI ECCLESIAE
SCOTICANAE RELEASED
A historically significant series of books
that lists every Church of Scotland
minister since the Reformation — the
Fasti Ecclesiae Scoticanae — has now
published its twelfth volume.
The latest edition of the book covers
ministers and congregations since
the autumn of 1999. Published every
20-25 years, this latest Fasti is the
twelfth in the series.
Roy Pinkerton, a retired academic
and an elder at Greyfriars Kirk,
edited Volume XII, assisted by Alison
Murray, an elder at Linlithgow: St
Michaels and a former personal
assistant to a succession of
Moderators. The pair were supported
by an advisory committee of key
Church of Scotland staff.
"‘What exactly is the Fasti?,' people
have been asking," Roy said.
"The Latin term ‘Fasti' in this context
simply means ‘a register of officials'
and the Fasti Ecclesiae Scoticanae
is a complete record of the ordained
ministry of the Church of Scotland
stretching back for four and a half
centuries.
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"The first seven
volumes were
compiled in the
second half of the 19th century,
tracing the succession of ministers in
each parish back to the Reformation
in 1560 and including other
ordained personnel such as those in
universities or in overseas missions.
"Since then, updates have been
issued every 20 to 25 years and the
recently-published volume XII covers
the period from 1 October 1999 to
30 September 2020."
‘AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE
FOR PARISH HISTORIANS'
The Fasti has been the source for many
interesting facts about the life and work
of our ministers over the years, with a
few surprises revealed along the way.
"In the early volumes, information
about family members was included,
along with the occasional revealing
anecdote: it is recorded, for example,
that the first Moderator from
Orkney, the Rev James Law, who was
Moderator in 1608, was rebuked by
the Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale
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Principal Clerk Rev Dr George Whyte with the Church's
extensive library which includes every volume of the Fasti.

when in his first charge of Kirkliston for
playing football on a Sunday," Roy said.

which helped to preserve editorial
sanity during a year of lockdown.

"Sadly, no such exciting revelations are
to be found among the records of the
almost 3,200 ministers who appear
in the index to volume XII, a total that
encompasses not only those who have
served for all or part of the past 20
years, including auxiliary ministers and
OLMs, but also those whose ministry
was fully recorded in previous volumes
and are now in retirement.

"As the 508 pages of text gradually
filled up, the considerable variety in
the range and backgrounds of those
called to the ministry soon became
obvious: to give details here of the
more unusual instances might lead
to the unauthorised identification of
those concerned, so readers will have
to discover these for themselves!

"Fascination of a different kind,
however, was to be found as
responses to our request for
information were sent in to Alison
Murray, an indefatigable editorial
assistant, and then edited by myself.
"The sheer volume of the task needed
careful handling and the logistics of
the exercise provided a challenge
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"Some special cases merited an extra
comment: the last minister to be
ordained by the United Free Church
prior to 1929, the minister who was
ordained for the longest number
of years in the whole history of the
Church of Scotland, and a few other
similar instances for the careful
reader to unearth.
"The variety in ministerial backgrounds
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is not restricted to Scotland. I was
intrigued to find that ministers of the
Church of Scotland had either been
born, studied or worked in at least 36
states in the USA and in all but one of
the Canadian provinces, while the global
picture reveals that over 70 different
countries have had a part to play in the
development of our ministry.
"Volume XII of the Fasti, then,
remains a fascinating compendium
of information about the ministry
of the Church.

"In addition, the arrangement of
the material by parishes provides a
full record of the succession of the
ministry in each parish, an essential
resource for parish historians, and
also preserves the only permanent
record of unions, linkages and other
forms of readjustment.
"There is much here to be explored by
church historians and others interested
in the composition of today's ministry
and in the organisation of the parish
structure of the Church."

PRESBYTERY MISSION PLAN
As we all know, the Church of
Scotland is facing challenges in terms
of both finance and manpower for
ordained ministry. The devil may try
to discourage us but God is good. As
the saying goes, “Attack is the best
form of defence” – the Church’s
Faith Nurture Forum produced
a report for the 2021 General
Assembly recommending that
mission should be the main driver in
planning our response to this crisis.
Our Presbytery’s current draft plan
is for only two ordained ministers
for Irvine (currently there are six
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congregations in 5 charges). Please
pray for representatives of the Kirk
Sessions meeting to discuss the way
forward. Our own Session believes
that the best option will be to work
“shoulder to shoulder” (Zephaniah
3:9) with the other congregations as
one “Parish of Irvine” with a team
ministry reaching out together to our
community.
This will be challenging and it will
take time to assess and agree all the
practicalities – watch this space for
updates but meantime pray on for
God’s will to be done in Irvine.
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LAST DAY!

8TH DEC

Restarts 12th Jan

T TOODDDDL LEERR GGRROOUUPP
WEDNESDAYS
12:30-2:30pm
@ Fullarton ConneXions, Irvine
For more info call 01294 273741
or email: coordinator@
fullartonconnexions.co.uk

Bring your little ones along to have
fun playing with toys, making craft
and making friends. Enjoy a cuppa
(drink and biscuits
for kids) and get
to know other
local mums
suggested
donation per
and dads.

£2.00

CHRISTMAS WORDSEARCH

Christmas Word searCh
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BiblePuzzles.org.uk

ADVENT
ANGELS
BAUBLES
BELLS
BIRTH OF JESUS
BOXING DAY
CAROL SINGING
CHIMNEY
CHRISTMAS CAKE
CHRISTMAS PUDDING
CHRISTMAS TREE
CRACKERS

ELVES
FAMILY
FOOD
HOLIDAYS
HOLLY
IVY
MINCE PIES
MISTLETOE
MULLED WINE
PARTY
PRESENTS
QUEEN’S SPEECH
REINDEER

ROBIN
RUDOLPH
SANTA CLAUS
SCROOGE
SHEPHERDS
SNOWMAN
STAR
TINSEL
TURKEY
WISEMEN
WRAPPING PAPER
YULELOG

family

www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk
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MONTHLY FINANCE
MATTERS
At the end of September, the Offerings for 2021
were £6,653 or 8.7% MORE than those received to
the end of October 2020:
Offerings to 31st October, 2021: £82,472
Offerings to 31st October, 2020: £75,818
Offerings are, 17% above this year’s budget forecast
which reflected the pandemic restrictions in the
first half of the year. As more people join Sunday
Worship services in person we are seeing an increase in Open Plate and Free
Will Offerings. We have also seen an increase in the number of people deciding
to give via bank transfer/standing orders. We are most grateful to EVERYONE
concerned in continuing to faithfully support the ministry and work of Fullarton
via their offerings and donations.
Details of the various miscellaneous donations gratefully received during October
through to 21st November 2021 (excluding those for the Major Buildings Fund or
ConneXions Café) are shown below:
 CAP Debt Centre: £1,100.00
 Good News, Lucknow, India
(J&R Khushal): £268.70
 Flower Fund: £16.25
 Leprosy: £15.42

 L.M. Scripture Union (Incl
Ferguson Grant): £642.50
 Light Factory (Incl Ferguson
Grant): £412.50
 St. Luke’s Hospital,
Hiranpur: £6,947.00

Note: These figures include the half yearly Gift Aid payments from HMRC.
THE FINANCE TEAM
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CHURCH OFFERING ENVELOPES & GIFT AID
If you want to give regularly to the work and mission of the Fullarton Church
and would like either envelopes or to set up a Standing Order via a Bank or
Building Society please contact Sandy Dickson.
If you give to the church and are a UK Taxpayer but have not already signed a
Gift Aid Declaration then we ask that you please consider doing so. This allows
the church to claim back £2.50 from HMRC for every £10 that is given via Gift
Aid. This is a source of income that we all should take full advantage of for the
benefit of the church and other charities, and it really does cost nothing. An
excellent example of good Stewardship! For details please contact the Treasurer.
TREASURER - SANDY DICKSON
Mob: 07519 638 218 Tel: 01294 273625

PLEASE NOTE
The deadline for a copy of
the next issue of Contact
(FEB 2021) is:
SUNDAY 23RD JAN
Email articles to secretary@
fullartonchurch.co.uk by that
date, or in the Secretary’s
Pigeon hole in the Church
vestibule. Please adhere to the
deadline date. Thank you.

www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk

To comply with the General
Data Protection Regulations, we
MUST keep the information we
hold up to date. Any changes to
your information we hold on you,
please contact the Roll Keeper,
Babs Dawson. This Contacts page
will be put in as an extra twice a
year on JUNE and DECEMBER.
DUTY ROTAS will temporarily
be sent monthly. The Magazine
will be sent out Feb, April, June,
Sept, Nov, and Dec, giving 6
editions.
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