
DO NOT BE FRIGHTENED,  
FOR GOD IS WITH  
YOU WHEREVER  
YOU GO
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FROM THE MANSE

Dear Friends,

‘7 days without prayer make one 
weak!’ Yes, we can give financially to 
Ukrainian aid (EG. Blythswood Care) 
and perhaps even receive refugees 
into our homes & communities, but 
‘prayer’ is the most accessible thing 
to do in the face of awful war. 

Reflecting on a half century of Wally 
Prayers (raw, knee-jerk, molten 
hearted, off-the-cuff, jumbled God 
shouts, which spew from a troubled 
soul), I am very grateful that God 
takes us the way we are, chaos and 
all! Babbling like a Banshee 100 feet 
up at the end of a slender Conker 
tree branch, clutching the arm of a 
friend; kneeling at the side of Nana’s 
bed crying out as she breathed her 
last; jabbering away in the face of 
threat to my kids; fearful about 
the sanity, safety and wellbeing of 
someone, the list could go on. 

Pete Greig, in his book ‘God on 
Mute’ describes such primal prayer 
as “like praying while falling down 
stairs”, i.e. all over the place. He 
would’ve done anything for God to 
deliver his wife Sammie from her 
massive brain tumour. 

It’s said that there are no atheists on 
a small boat in the middle of a life-
threatening ‘sea storm’. Face to face 
with the fear of drowning and death, 
desperate prayers fired to God could 
be the difference between a watery 
grave and dry land. 

Yet how fickle we humans can be. Joe’s 
job and livelihood were threatened. He 
was not a regular ‘prayer’, but prayed 
solidly for a whole day, tumbling 
out troubles to God. Praise God, his 
prayers for job security were realised 
in full, but in the safety of harbour he 
explained it all away as something that 
would’ve happened anyway.

A man fell off a cliff and caught hold 

of a bush. 100 feet above the rocks 
below he cried, “Is there anyone up 
there?!” A voice echoed from Above, 
“Let Go.” Dissatisfied the fearful 
faller tried again, “Is there anyone 
else up there!?” At times our prayers 
for health, help and hope in the face 
of death, difficulty and danger are 
met with answers we don’t like. But 
God’s silence disturbs too, when 
we either learn to trust or turn our 
back on God. The ‘third way’ is to 
emotionally wrestle with God, others, 
ourselves, and issues and come 
to terms with raw reality and the 
choices we must make. 

In Genesis 32 ‘Jacob’ trembled 
at the prospect of meeting twin 
brother Esau, whom he’d conned 

out of his inheritance. Jacob knew 
that all he had worked and worried 
for could easily be swallowed whole 
in the jaws of judgement. Would his 
brother wipe the desert floor with 
him or forgive and receive him, and 
his household, as family and friend? 
Fraught with fear Jacob jousts with 
God. Unwilling to submit to God, 
who wants to bless him, Jacob fights 
on into the wee small hours. In the 
end God knocks his hip out of joint, 
and forces Jacob to be still and allow 
God to bless him. 

Where are you with God: warring, 
wrestling, holding your breath to 
him, or in grateful submission? God 
wants you relating to him the way you 
are, which includes all over the place 
primal prayers. Jesus demonstrates 
such emotional roller coaster prayer 
in Gethsemane’s Garden, his trauma 
so intense he sweated blood, wrestling 
with inevitable death for you and I. 
Eventually he could pray, “Father, 
not my will but yours be done!” For 
God’s sake, don’t just stand there, 
pray something! Friends, “The rusty 
hinges of history are turned by bended 
knees.” (Pete Greig) 

Grace, Mercy, Purpose & Peace in, 
to & through you my friends,

NEIL URQUHART
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CONNEXIONS 
CONTACT REPORT

APRIL 2022
As Easter approaches, the Church 
around the world is gearing up to 
reflect upon the hope of new life 
symbolised in the resurrection of Jesus 
from the dead. Here in 2022, we are 
looking forward with renewed hope of 
new life after 2 long years of battling 
with restrictions enforced by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This will always 
be the generation that lived through 
a pandemic and all of the symptoms 
of trauma that go along with long 
periods of social isolation are plain to 
see: mental health problems, stretched 
services, a fractured, frightened society 

scrambling to make sense of the world 
in the midst of the pandemic’s chaotic 
aftermath, add in the current war in 
Ukraine and the world is feeling the 
effects of prolonged conflict, trauma 
and isolation.
As if war (Ukraine) and pestilence 
(COVID) were not enough to  
engender something of an apocalyptic 
atmosphere, the First World famine 
that is the so-called ‘Cost of Living 
Crisis’, for those living in an area already 
badly affected by poverty, will only 
exacerbate social problems further.
I was recently interviewed - along with 
Fullarton member Sandy Dickson 
from the Irvine & Three Towns CAP 
Debt Centre - by a representative 
from the Church of Scotland, about 
ConneXions’ response to this crisis in 
the local area. The CofS, along with 
the Scottish Episcopal Church and 
the Catholic Church of Scotland have 
written collaboratively to Chancellor 
Rishi Sunak and Scottish First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon, urging them to 
act in the interests of the poorest in 
society who are now finding themselves 
plunged even further into the insidious 
jaws of poverty. This interview formed 
the basis for a case study that was used 
in this correspondence with the two 
governments.

When speaking to people every day 
who are left with a straightforward 
choice between two basic human 
needs – food and heating – both 
essential for the sustaining of life, 
whilst reports of £40bn+ annual 
profits in the coffers of energy 
corporations proliferate, it’s hard 
not to feel angry at the injustice of 
it. As a small, local organisation, we 
are limited in what we can do to help 
people, but being a beacon of hope 
in the local community has never 
been more important. Providing a 
haven of peace, welcome, belonging 
and dignity as well as practical help 
in the way of food and shelter is high 
on our list of priorities. So, too, is 
banging the drum for the oppressed, 
something we are convinced Jesus 
would join us in doing – in fact, it is 
because of Jesus’ command to ‘Love 
your neighbour as yourself’ that 
ConneXions exists.
There are some small, practical things 
we are involved in that, we hope, can 
go some way towards easing the pain 
of those who are suffering under the 
cost of living crisis as well as in Ukraine 
and post-Covid. We have been 
inundated with donations of clothes, 
toys and other things for Ukraine and 
have been signposting enquiries about 
this to the local collection points. We 

work with Blythswood Care whose 
knowledge and experience in these 
matters has helped us to streamline 
these efforts and only send items 
that are actually helpful, so as not 
to overwhelm aid agencies or the 
recipients themselves. 
The Choices food larder, managed by 
the Fullarton Hub has seen a steady 
influx of members signing up and 
ConneXions has been privileged to 
partner with Choices and help serve 
on the team over the last few months, 
with Esther volunteering in the shop, 
assisting customers on a weekly basis. 
We continue to make provision for 
food poverty through various channels 
and initiatives which we help facilitate 
by providing space. The ConneXions 
cafe, where nutritious food is sold at 
the lowest possible prices, waste is 
kept to a minimum and unsold food is 
given away. Grub & Gospel on a Friday 
night gives a free meal to anyone who 
attends, and Cafe Solace on Tuesdays 
provides a 3-course meal for the 
community for under £2 per head. 
April sees the commencement 
of ‘Re-wire’ a series of workshops 
curated by Claire Young and Sonia 
Bell and funded as part of our trauma-
informed response to the pandemic. 
This workshop, along with some others 
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FUNERALS  
"I am the resurrection and the life..."

JANUARY
 � 26th - Janet Russell*

FEBRUARY
 � 9th – Dorothy Mary Hunt 
 � 12th – William Niven
 � 18th – Isobel Johnston
 � John McCowatt*
 � 25th - Andrew Martin*

MARCH
 � 5th - James (Shammy) Cooper 
 � 7th - Catherine Rennie*
 � 3rd - Alexander (Alex) Cook 

* Denotes member or adherent.

THANK YOU

I would like to thank the Fullarton 
Friends and Family for the lovely plant 
and card I received for my birthday. 
They are much appreciated.
MARY BELSEY
My sincere thanks for the cards 
and good wishes I received when I 
celebrated my 80th birthday recently.  
They were very much appreciated.  
Thank you once again. Kind regards.
SAM BURNS
Mike and the family would like thank 
everyone for the out-poring of love, 
sympathy and prayers on their loss. 
Every card and phone call brought 
home just how respected and loved 
Catherine was to so many people. The 
support for the family was amazing, 
with so many Fullarton Guild and Guild 
Council ladies raising the roof with 
the Guild Centenary Hymn. All the 
more impressive as it had to be sung 
unaccompanied as the Organist did 
not appear – special thanks to Neil for 
leading us so ably with the tune!
Catherine will be sorely missed by  
so many people, and will remain in  
all our hearts forever.
MIKE RENNIE

BIRTHDAYS

Warmest congratulations to:
 � Mr Alex Donaldson who was 90
 � Mrs Mary Belsey who was 90
 � Mr James Robertson (Girdle Toll) 

who was 90

running independently in the centre, 
will help people to undergo some 
healing from their trauma by giving 
them strategies to move forward in 
community. Sessions will be on Friday 
mornings and Monday evenings at 
ConneXions. For more information, 
contact the office. 
All of this is really just the tip of the 
iceberg compared to the extent of 

the need, but to paraphrase Mother 
Theresa, ‘We cannot all do great 
things, but we can all do small things 
with great love.’ Wishing you a very 
Happy Easter as we celebrate the 
greatest love of all. 
ASHLEY VAUGHAN
Fullarton Connexions Coordinator
Coordinator@fullartonconnexions.co.uk 
01294 273741

GUILD REPORT – 
APRIL 2022

Our first meeting of the year was held 
on 31st January and the speaker was 
Jordan Dickson, a Police Inspector 
with Police Scotland. He gave us a 
very interesting and entertaining talk 
about his career in the Police.
On 7th February Vivienne 
Macdonald gave us a talk and 
slideshow of her trip to Iran in 2016. 
This showed a very different side to 
this country with wonderful mosques 
and gardens and very friendly people. 
Eleanor McLaren was our speaker on 
14th February and her subject was “It 
shouldn’t happen to a Lawyer”. Eleanor 
spoke of her path to becoming a lawyer 
and more recently a Judge while being 

a busy wife and mum  
to three children. 
On 21st February 
we had a lovely 
demonstration of Hat 
making by Isobel Taylor.
On 28th February one of our members, 
Alison Cameron, told us of her life in 
Malawi (at that time Nyasaland) in 
the 1950s when she went there with 
her husband Colin, who was a lawyer. 
At that time she was a midwife. This 
was a turbulent time for the country 
and for Alison and her family.
On 14th March Sheila welcomed Rev 
Gavin Niven who talked about how 
people coped during the pandemic 
and how so many went the extra mile 
to help others.



PAGE 7 PAGE 8   April 2022   •   Fullarton Contact www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk

PASTORAL CARE TEAM

We as a team entirely depend on you, the members, telling us when members 
of your family and friends are ill, or in hospital. At this current time, we are 
unable to visit you at home or in hospital but we would still appreciate you 
keeping us informed. It may be possible for us to offer support by telephone. 
Please contact any one of us if you need our help: 

Kate Gibson (Team Leader):  
01294 276148
Jean Wyllie (Secretary):  
01294 274345
Sandra Deeprose: 01292 315169
Margaret Elliott: 01294 214433
May Elliot: 01294 464352

Janet Kennedy: 01294 275574
Christine O’May: 01294 215960
David Clark: 01505 684271
Ann Wood: 01294 279546
Aileen Roy: 0756 378 5364
James Miller: 0747 122 1031

PASTORAL  
CARE TEAM

As I write this report, it was hoped 
that most COVID restrictions would 
be lifted by 21st March. However, 
it looks as if the current restrictions 
are going to be in place for at least 
another couple of weeks.
There seems to have been another 
spike in the number of COVID cases 
recently. I’m sure that a number of 
you are still testing positive, as not 
many households are escaping, or have 
escaped, COVID (including mine) We 
continue to think of all those who are 
still struggling in many (different) ways 
to get back to some sort of normality 
after the past two years of isolation, 
loneliness, loss of a loved one, loss of a 
job or loss of confidence. It’s important 
that we all continue to look out for, and 
support one another. Please keep all 
these folks in your prayers. 
Please remember that the Pastoral 
Care Team depend on you, the 
Fullarton Family, to keep us informed 
of members of your family or friends 
who are ill, would like to receive a 
phone call, a church card (Thinking 
of You, Bereavement or Birthday) or 
in need of prayer support – especially 

at the moment. Please contact 
Kate Gibson (Team Leader – 01294 
276148) or any member of the 
Pastoral Care Team.
Sincere thanks to fellow elders, contact 
distributors and Fullarton friends, who 
are keeping in touch with the Fullarton 
Family at this time. This continues to 
be a great support to the PC Team.
Finally, I would like to say a special 
‘Thank You’ to Mrs Pam Hutcheson 
who has decided to ‘retire’ from the 
Pastoral Care Team after many years 
of dedicated service. Pam was also 
involved in the co-ordination of the 
church prayer chains. We will miss you 
Pam and wish you well for the future.
Keep safe everyone! Love and Blessings,
KATE GIBSON 
(Pastoral Care Team Leader)

The angel said to the women, "Do not be 
afraid, for I know that you are looking  

for Jesus, who was crucified.  
He is not here; he has  

risen, just as he said.  
Come and see the  

place where he lay."

M AT THEW 28:  5 - 6
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HERE ARE SOME HELPFUL RESOURCES 
YOU MIGHT WANT TO ACCESS 

CONNEXIONS  
COMMUNITY CAFE

OPEN TUESDAYS 10AM – 2PM & 
THURSDAYS 10AM – 2PM.
Enjoy home baking and light lunches and support 
your local community at the same time. Great value 
for money and nutritious food and a warm welcome. 
All alone? Come down to our ‘chatty cafe’ table 
(marked on the table) and sit socially distanced for a 
hot drink and a natter with one of our volunteers or 
another person who is in need of some company.

CAFE SOLACE

UNBEATABLE VALUE  
AND GREAT COMPANY
Cafe Solace continues on  
TUESDAY EVENINGS from 5-7pm 
where you can get a 3 course  
dinner for less than £2!

SATURDAY CAFES! 

Saturday Cafes are at Fullarton 
ConneXions from 10am - 2pm on the 
LAST Saturday of every month whilst 
we build our volunteer teams again.

ON FULLARTON CONNEXIONS 
FACEBOOK PAGE: 
Join us in person (& Facebook on 
the Fullarton ConneXions Facebook 
Page) for our services: 
Sunday Morning Services

10:30am Live Service
Sunday Evening Services

6:30pm Live-Zoom Service
Worship Wednesdays

Worship Wednesdays aren't currently 
on at the moment, however previous 
services with our worship leaders can 
be viewed on our Facebook page.
60 Second Sermons from Neil

You can also catch Rev Neil’s daily 
60 Second Sermons on the same 
Fb page, from 9am Mon’ – Sat’, on 
Instagram @fullartonconnexions and 
on Neil’s Twitter @NU4Yoo feed.

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
For now, we will get together (via 
Zoom) to pray 3 times per week. 
Invitations will be sent out to those on 
the emailing list by the host for the 
week. All are welcome, and if you are 
not on an emailing list, please contact 
one of the hosts.

 � Wednesday 7:00am prayer 
breakfast – regular host Neil 
Urquhart. 

 � Saturday 9:15am  
– regular host Sheena Kinmond. 
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UKRAINE EMERGENCY APPEAL

BLYTHSWOOD CARE'S 
INVOLVEMENT THROUGH ITS 
NETWORK OF PARTNERS
Appeal income to date –  
over £360,000 up to Thursday 24 
March, with more coming in daily.

SERVE NOW –  
TANYA SHPYGUNOVA
Kyiv – Ukraine

Tanya is very much involved on the 
ground in Ukraine. In the last 8 years 
Tanya has had to move from her home 
and work in the Crimea and set up 
similar work in Kyiv. 
In the last two weeks we have been 
in touch with her by email and have 
understood her main drive at the 
moment is to move people (including 
children) out of the city of Kyiv to 

safer places. She 
is also involved in 
helping orphanages 
with their needs. 
We need to remember Tanya and 
the people she is supporting in our 
prayers.  Here is a recent picture of 
15 children and 12 mothers who have 
been evacuated from the Kyiv area. 
£8,000 funds sent to Tanya from 
Blythswood Care.

BETANIA BAPTISTS –  
DIMA SEVESTIAN 
Chisinau – Moldova

Betania Baptist Church is helping 
refugees coming into Moldova from 
Ukraine. They are helping to take people 
from the border and with multiple runs 

to Chisinau. After 
a few days' rest, 
many move on 
to other parts of 
Europe. 
Increasing 
numbers are not 
able to do this, 

and accommodation is being fixed up 
for people to stay in. The Church has a 
very large basement with classrooms, 
showers, toilets and an industrial 
kitchen. They are now turning these 
classrooms into living accommodation 
for refugees. 
Dima is also a professor at the local 
Christian University, where there are 
over 150 refugees housed temporarily. 
£8,000 funds sent to Dima from 
Blythswood Care.

 

CRESTINA BAPTIST CHURCH – 
PASTOR CATALIN CROITOR
Suceava – Romania

Catalin is taking people from the 
border, arranging accommodation 
for them. But, again, many wait just 
a few days and then leave for other 
European countries. 
The Church helps them with food, 
toiletries, and other hygiene items 
and sometimes with rail tickets to get 
to their final destination. At present, 
they are working on how to help 
refugees stay longer term.
£6,000 Funds sent to Catalin from 
Blythswood Care.

ASOCIATIA PRO CHARIS – 
FLORENTIN CLIPA 
Suceava – Romania

Florentin is doing similar work to 
Catalin but is also, from time to time, 
going into Ukraine with small amounts 
of aid. He is also looking at long term 
care for refugees.
We have also ordered 5,000 copies of 
John’s Gospel in Ukrainian for him to 
distribute. 
£5,000 Funds sent to Florentin from 
Blythswood Care.



PAGE 13 PAGE 14   April 2022   •   Fullarton Contact www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk

ELPIS FOUNDATION – 
VASILE POP
Dej – Romania

Vasile Pop has many contacts in 
Ukraine, through his work there over 
the last few years. He is encouraging 
Romanian Churches to give and get 
involved in caring for refugees, and 
people still in Ukraine. 
In the last few days, He has organised 
several transports into Ukraine. He 
also plans to open his Summer Camp 
building in Vladiasa (near Dej) to host 
longer term refugees if required. 
£12,380 Funds sent to Vasile from 
Blythswood Care.

FCE MARGHITA – LIDIA MICULA
Marghita – Romania

FCE is using a number of their buildings 
to house refugees. So, again, they are 
transporting refugees from the border 
and accommodating them in their 
buildings. But, again, some leave after 
a few days to further west in Europe. 
Some refugees have been with 
them for several days now. FCE is 
capable of providing food and shelter 
to refugees, as they are a similar 
organisation to Blythswood Care. 

£6,000 Funds sent to Lidia from 
Blythswood Care.

POPESTI BAPTIST CHURCH – 
PASTOR DAN MICULA
Marghita – Romania

Marghita Baptist Church, and Popesti 
Baptist Church, have sent people to 
the Ukrainian border to help refugees 
with food, water and toiletries. They 
also bring refugees back to places 
where they can stay within Popesti 
and Marghita.
£3,500 Funds sent to Popesti Baptist 
Church from Blythswood.

CASA HARULUI DEVA –  
CASA HARULUI
Deva – Romania

They have a summer camp which they 
have given over to accommodating 
refugees. As well as help from 
ourselves, they have received help from 
other supporters in the UK and are 
coping well with housing the refugees 
and at present have no further need of 
help but will contact us if they do. 
£1,000 Funds sent to Casa Harului 
from Blythswood Care.

SATU MARE BAPTIST CHURCH 
– MICHAEL MICULA
Satu Mare – Romania

Michael at present is hosting over 80 
refugees in various buildings. He also 
is very involved in bringing people 
from the border of Ukraine into 
Romania. He is also arranging for aid 
to be delivered into Ukraine.
£2,500 Funds sent to Satu Mare 
Baptist Church from Blythswood Care.

HELPING HANDS 
FOUNDATION – STOJAN & 
ZAHNI
Sliven – Bulgaria

Stojan and Zhani Slavchev serve in the 
Evangelical Congregational Church in 
Sliven which has 30 daughter churches in 
villages within a 40km radius of Sliven.
Their Campsite in Kableshkovo, near the 
Black Sea will be available for refugees 
7+ families, and they are transporting 
them from Odessa region.
They are also putting Humanitarian aid 
packages together for taking into Ukraine 
when they go to collect refugees.
£6,000 Funds sent to Helping Hand 
Foundation from Blythswood Care.

DANIEL CENTRE –  
BALAZS CSISZER 
Cluj – Romania

We have 3 families (3 mothers, 2 
grandmothers and 4 children 4-8 
years I think). They say that they are in 
transit but do not have anywhere to go 
for now, so they may stay for a while.
After the first two days when we gave 
them food, they said that we should give 
our food budget to more needy refugees 
and that they can manage themselves 
for now. We guided them to the other 
NGO's organizing children's programs in 
Cluj, where Lujza also volunteers on her 
days off from the Daniel Centre.
The husbands are still in the Ukraine, 
trying to work and keep the economy 
going.
£2,000 Funds sent to Balazs Csiszer 
from Blythswood Care.

Blythswood Care is also trying to send 
four fire appliances to Ukraine this 
week, through our partners Scottish 
Emergency Rescue Association (SERA) 
and Gary Bennett.
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FORTHCOMING SERVICES

All are welcome, whether it’s online or in person! There is space for you at 
Fullarton Connexions 10:30am on Sunday if you want to attend in person!
Using “Leap over a wall” by Eugene Peterson, both book and study guide.

Sun 15th  10:30am  Morning Service
David 10: Generosity – David at the brook Besor 

 3:00pm  Comfy Communion
 6:30pm  Evening Service

Healing Service – Communion
Sun 22nd  10:30am  Morning Service

David 11: Grief – David in Lament
 6:30pm  Evening Service

Learning Together
Sun 29th  10:30am  Morning Service

David 12: Boneheads – David and the sons of Zeruiah
 6:30pm  Evening Service

Cafe Church

JUNE
Sun 5th  10:30am  Morning Service

David 13: Growth – David and Jerusalem
 6:30pm  Evening Service

Prayer Service
Sun 12th  10:30am  Morning Service

David 14: Religion – David and Uzzah
 6:30pm  Evening Service

Praise Night
Sun 19th  10:30am  Morning Service

David 15: Sovereign Grace – David and Nathan
 6:30pm  Evening Service

Healing Service

APRIL
Sun 10th  10:30am  Palm Sunday Service

All Age Communion
 6:30pm  Evening Service

Praise Night
Sun 17th  10:30am  Easter Sunday Service

All Age Celebration
 6:30pm  Evening Service

Healing Service
Sun 24th  10:30am  Morning Service

David 7: Wilderness – David and En-gedi 
 6:30pm  Evening Service – Dez Johnston

Learning Together

MAY
Sun 1st  10:30am  Morning Service

David 8: Beauty – David and Abigail
 6:30pm  Evening Service

Prayer Service
Sun 8th  10:30am  Morning Service

David 9: Company – David and Ziklag
 6:30pm  Evening Service

Praise Night
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IRVINE AND THREE TOWNS  
CAP DEBT CENTRE UPDATE 

In the first three months of 2022 the 
Irvine & Three Towns CAP Debt Centre 
has been privileged to work with eight 
new clients to offer a helping hand in 
times of crisis and support on their 
journey out of debt. We were delighted 
at the start of March when our Debt 
Coach, Alan McLaren, was able to advise 
a couple he was working with they were 
now Debt Free. Certainly a time for 
celebration and giving thanks to God.

We have taken the opportunity to 
publicise the local CAP service by 
presenting and speaking at several 
local church Guild meetings and were 
delighted that Dreghorn & Springside 
Parish Church dedicated a Sunday 
morning worship service to focus on the 
work of CAP in the local community.

Our fantastic network of volunteers and 
supporters who actively participate and 
contribute in Prayer, Befriending and 
Financial support continues to grow. The 
Debt Coaches are eternally grateful for 
all you do.

Following the drop-in session in March 
we have three new people keen to take on 
the Befriender role as we move forward, 
this is truly an answer to prayer.

We have recently received generous 
donations from The Emmanuel Christian 

Centre in Irvine 
and from members 
of Dreghorn & 
Springside Parish Church. Thanks to 
Pastor Thor Norman and Rev Jamie 
Milliken for their support.

Recently Dr Sheena Kinmond went 
through the training for the CAP Money 
course and is now certified to run the 
course. We plan to run another course in 
the near future and also link in with schools 
to offer a Kids CAP Money Course. 

Alan has been working hard to build 
links and relationships with people from 
local organisations where CAP services 
could be of benefit to their clients. Key 
contacts in ANCHO and CEIS have 
been established and we are delighted to 
have made a connection with the Team 
Leader in the Irvine Job Centre. These 
organisations regularly come into contact 
with individuals struggling with debt and 
we are delighted to have the opportunity 
to demonstrate how we can help. We just 
need to make it happen!

So much to be thankful for… Keep 
PRAYING and PRAISING!

Alexander Dickson – 07474 295446 
Alan McLaren – 07711 645804 
Sheena Kinmond – 07803 429332

THE  DA FFO DIL S
I wandered lonely as a cloud 
That floats on high o'er vales and hills, 
When all at once I saw a crowd, 
A host, of golden daffodils; 
Beside the lake, beneath the trees, 
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.

Continuous as the stars that shine 
And twinkle on the milky way, 
They stretched in never-ending line 
Along the margin of a bay: 
The thousand saw I at a glance, 
Tossing their heads in sprightly dance.

The waves beside them danced; but they 
Outdid the sparkling waves in glee: 
A poet could not but be gay, 
In such a jocund company: 
I gazed, and gazed, but little thought 
What wealth the show to me had brought:

For oft, when on my couch I lie 
In vacant or in pensive mood, 
They flash upon that inward eye 
Which is the bliss of solitude; 
And then my heart with pleasure fills, 
And dances with the daffodils.

BY WILLIA M WORDSWORTH
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SILENT SATURDAY

Silent Saturday (as it's sometimes 
called) is between Good Friday and 
Easter Sunday and has always been 
the most poignant day for me. It is 
the day that all hope was gone. The 
disciples did not know their messiah 
would roll away the tombstone the 
next day, they did not know that they 
were right, they now doubted and 
thought they had been wrong, they 
did not know they had actually been 
following the messiah. Jesus was 
dead. There was darkness and  
no hope. God was silent.
We often forget this, we focus on the 
risen Jesus and swiftly move through 
Saturday knowing what will come. But 
Jesus could've risen the next day, he 
could've made short work of it, but 
he didn't. Because there is a mystery 
of faith in the darkest places that we 

often underestimate. 
There is a 

great 
work 

that 
is 

done in the dark, in the 
hopeless places where we 
are confused and full of 
doubt and wondering how 
we could've got it so wrong? 
Because God shows up? No. 
Because God didn't, not on 
that Saturday anyway.
When we doubt or feel like we've 
got it wrong, when all hope is gone, 
where do we as humans go? Do we 
still cry out to a higher being, do we 
search ourselves for answers? 
I don't think God is there to bring 
answers or feelings of contentment 
in our dark waiting. Because on that 
"Silent Saturday' He was still there. 
Silent, He was there in the deep pits 
of mourning, grieving and loss that 
the followers of Jesus felt. He was 
there, silent in the hopelessness. He 
sat with them through it and they 
did not hear Him and they may not 
have felt His presence either and He 
gave no answers or moments of joy, 
He just simply shared in the sorrow 
whilst a deeply painful and dark 
horror overcame each disciple. 
And yet He didn't stop it, He didn't 
make it go away and He didn't bring 

any hope. Because there is a great 
spiritual unraveling that happens 
in those hopeless moments that 
ultimately turn to gold.
As Hope blooms again, as it did on 
Easter Sunday, there is a mystery of 
faith that emerges from the darkness 
with its roots well wrapped around 
the lament of our souls, budding into 
something so exquisitely beautiful 
that cannot be rooted in the light, 
only in the darkness. Hope comes 
where there is hopelessness, light 
comes where there is darkness, joy 
comes where there is pain, the pairs 
of contradiction beautifully woven 
together in the moments of waiting, 
hopelessness, darkness.
So do not run from those moments in 
your life, the waiting, the lament, the 
silence of God. Because those are the 
moments we truly become who God 
intended us to be, remember He is 
sharing in that darkness and sorrow, 
where there are no answers or hope, 
we are being beautifully gifted the 
moment of deep connection to God. If 
we just wait and sit with it, we may not 
know that Easter Sunday is coming, 
but we can know God in the great 
mystery of His silence, in our lament 
and waiting and hopelessness God is 
there, that's where we find Him.

For those of you who are  
being told you can't be truly  
who you  
are and a  
Christian,  
being told  
that you are  
wrong, when God is  
silent and seems so far away, 
remember God was silent for the 
disciples too. That they thought they 
were wrong too. But they weren't. You 
are loved, you are whole, there is hope. 
In the silent wait, the agony and despair, 
God is there even when you don't feel 
like He is. And whilst God feels silent 
remember there are people for you, 
to walk with you and help guide you 
towards him.
Happy Easter – the  
good news for ALL!

ESTHER VAUGHAN
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MOYONSANA PRIMARY SCHOOL OPENING GODISNOWHERE

Dear Neighbours & Friends,
“OH, GOD HELP US!” 
The terror, anger, anxiety, fear, pain, 
and galling grief that Ukrainians 
are enduring! Our hearts go out to 
all involved, joining their cries for 
justice, mercy & Peace.
Where is God in this war-torn world? 
Where is God in the middle of our 
own personal crises, when ‘it hits the 
proverbial fan’? Is God ‘Nowhere’ or 
‘Now here’ to help us process grief 
and find hope?
The original Easter Story is one 
of severe injustice & suffering. 
Innocent Son of God exterminated 
by crucifixion. But there’s a bigger 
picture: Jesus swallows death, and 
offers us hope in the darkest of 
situations.
Dear Friends, however dark or bright 
your situation is, may hope’s light 
dawn and you be assured that you do 
not walk alone! And that God is only 
a prayer away.
May Easter Hope be yours,
Your local minister & friend,
NEIL URQUHART

Moyonsana Primary School, near Dowa 
Hills, Malawi, is now officially open and 
taking students, a tremendous achievement 
for the community and their partners 
like Fullarton Connexions. We helped to 
complete the project by providing money to 
pay for a roof, the local headman donated 
the land on which the school is built, the 
villagers made the bricks and laboured 
on the project, and other donors e.g. The 
(Anglican) Diocese of Birmingham funded 
other materials. The local Anglican Priest 
and church leaders initiated the project and 
encouraged the community to keep going 
when it all looked impossible. Teaching has 
started in the new building.

In Malawi, government funding for social 
infrastructure like schools, hospitals and 
clinics is limited to providing the staff; 
the community must build and maintain 
the facility. Primary education is free to 
all, although there is a growing private 
fee-paying sector, which has developed 
as a response to rather mixed educational 
standards in government schools. Some 
are very good, but teachers are miserably 
paid and more lucrative careers beckon for 
talented staff. Secondary schools are all 
fee-paying, whether in the public or private 
sector, with fees typically set at 150000 
Malawi Kwacha per term, equivalent 
to about £140. This is well beyond the 
means of most families who generally live 

by subsistence agriculture and are only 
occasional players in the cash economy.

It is important for Moyonsana to have its 
own primary school because the village 
can be cut off from the nearest alternative 
school by flooding during the rains. The 
opening of the school by the Bishop of 
the Diocese of Lake Malawi endorses the 
leadership shown by the local church, 
and we hope will allow the school to 
access resources through the worldwide 
communion of the Anglican Church. 
Many thanks to all who contributed and 
helped to make this possible.

For further information please 
contact Ian Young, 07739 380023 or 
ianyoung763@gmail.com 

IAN YOUNG

YOU ARE WARMLY INVITED
to our Easter Celebrations  
in Fullarton ConneXions  
(Marress Roundabout)
April 10th Palm Sunday Praise

10:30am All Age  
& 6:30pm Praise Night
April 17th Easter Sunday Praise

10:30am All Age  
& 6:30pm Healing Prayers
Don’t worry if you’ve not been  
before, it’s all very relaxed!
Daily Holy Week Services,  
in Dreghorn & Springside  
Parish Church

Monday 11th – Friday 15th, 7pm
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Anyone wishing to take advantage of the offer savings should visit www.
lifeandwork.org/subscribe. The offer is valid until 30/04/22.

Subscribers to Life and Work 
support the vital and vibrant 
work of our Church while 
keeping connected with 
the Christian community 
in Scotland, and further 
afield. We hope there is an 
opportunity for you to share 
news of this promotion with 
others and we thank you for 
your support.
Best wishes
THE LIFE AND  
WORK TEAM

LIFE AND WORK:  
THE MAGAZINE OF THE  
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

We recognise not everyone within congregations is a 
Life and Work reader. Therefore, to encourage new 
subscribers and keep people connected through the pages of the Church  
of Scotland magazine, we share details of our latest subscription offer.
EASTER OFFER

 � Print:  
12 issues for the price of 10 offer 
price £30 – enter code EAST22 to 
receive £6 discount. UK delivery 
address and new subscribers only.

 � Digital:  
12 issues for £14.99 (normally 
£20.99) no code required – simply 
select the introductory offer option.

G O D' S  SACRIFICE
Our Heavenly Father, 
Look down from above 

On the world you've created 
Out of words of love

Lord, when you spoke 
Precious life into being, 
You created so perfect 
Each and everything

But when we sinned, 
Perfection was lost 

And separation from you 
Was the price it cost

I know many times 
Throughout the future years, 

You tried so hard in vain 
To draw us all near

It took your dear Son 
To pay the ultimate price 
When He laid it all down 
The most holy sacrifice

The price Jesus paid 
Has brought back to you 

The fellowship we had 
When we were born anew

BY M . S .  LOWNDES
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Bring your little ones along to have 
fun playing with toys, making craft 
and making friends. Enjoy a cuppa  
(drink and biscuits  
for kids) and get  
to know other  
local mums  
and dads. 

WEDNESDAYS  
12:30-2:30pm

@ Fullarton ConneXions, Irvine

For more info call 01294 273741  
or email: coordinator@

fullartonconnexions.co.uk

£2.00 
suggested  

donation per  
family

T O D D L E R  G R O U PT O D D L E R  G R O U P

A PRAYER FROM 
THE MODERATOR 
REFLECTING ON 
TWO YEARS OF THE 
PANDEMIC

On the second anniversary of the 
announcement of the first lockdown, 
Lord Wallace, the Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland has released a prayer. On 
March 23 2020 leaders across the UK 
addressed the four nations as  
the severity of the pandemic was 
beginning to become clear.

Through your Son who,  
even now, prays for us. 
Hear us, as we cast our memory back 
And remember the first 
announcement of Lockdown. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.
Living God, we call to you 
Through your Son who,  
even now, prays for us. 
Hear us, as we recall all we  
have endured as a Nation 
In the years that have  
passed since then. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

Living God,  
we call to you 
Through your Son 
who, even now, 
prays for us. 
Hear us, as we  
stand in the dark 
shadows 
With all who have  
suffered the deepest loss. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.
Living God, we call to you 
Through your Son who,  
even now, prays for us. 
Hear us, as we give thanks  
for all who have sustained  
us by their service: 
Nurses and carers; doctors  
and researchers; delivery  
drivers and vaccinators. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.
Living God, we call to you 
Through your Son who,  
even now, prays for us. 
Hear us and grant to us light,  
that we may journey into  
the days that lie ahead 
In the sure knowledge that, come 
what may, you are always with us. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.
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BIBLE CROSSWORD

Across

 1 An ancient weight (6)

 4 Seemed (8)

 10 New Testament book (9)

 11 Unit of length (5)

 12 ‘...it is a ____ thing 
the king requireth’ 
(Dan 2:11) (4)

 13 Contemplation (10)

 15 Abigail supplied David 
with one hundred 
clusters of these (7)

 16 A son of King David (6)

 19 Concurred (6)

 21 Light sources (7)

 23 Propitiations (10)

 25 A false god (4)

 27 Gather (5)

 28 Abimelech was hit by 
this (9)

 29 Instructors (8)

 30 Hastily (6)

Down

 1 Skilled animal 
workers (8)

 2 Inspiring (9)

 3 Compass point (4)

 5 Intense emotion (7)

 6 The words of Jeremiah 
said not to listen to 
these (10)

 7 Jewish leader (5)

 8 ‘He is proud, knowing 
nothing, but ______ 
about questions and 
strifes of words...’ 
(1 Tim 6:4) (6)

 9 Bread makers (6)

14  In this year of King 
Nebuchadrezzar’s reign, 
Nebuzaradan arrived in 
Jerusalem (10)

17  Ancient city of Og, King 

of Bashan (9)

 18 Stringed instrument (8)

 20 Joseph, perhaps? (7)

 21 Tiny amount (6)

 22 Jesus did this with 

authority (6)

 24 Last letter of the Greek 

alphabet (5)

 26 Province of the Roman 

Empire (4)

Bible Crossword I

by Philologus © BiblePuzzles.org.uk

ACROSS
1 An ancient weight (6)
4 Seemed (8)
10 New Testament  
book (9)
11 Unit of length (5)
12 ‘...it is a ____ thing  
the king requireth’  
(Dan 2:11) (4)
13 Contemplation (10)
15 Abigail supplied  
David with one hundred 
clusters of these (7)
16 A son of King  
David (6)

19 Concurred (6) 
21 Light sources (7) 
23 Propitiations (10)
25 A false god (4)
27 Gather (5)
28 Abimelech was  
hit by this (9)
29 Instructors (8)
30 Hastily (6)
DOWN
1 Skilled animal  
workers (8)
2 Inspiring (9)

3 Compass point (4)
5 Intense emotion (7) 
6 The words of  
Jeremiah said not to  
listen to these (10)
7 Jewish leader (5)
8 ‘He is proud,  
knowing nothing, but 
______ about questions 
and strifes of words...’  
(1 Tim 6:4) (6)
9 Bread makers (6)
14 In this year of King 
Nebuchadrezzar’s reign, 
Nebuzaradan arrived  
in Jerusalem (10) 

17 Ancient city of Og, 
King of Bashan (9)
18 Stringed  
instrument (8)
20 Joseph, perhaps? (7)
21 Tiny amount (6)
22 Jesus did this  
with authority (6)
24 Last letter of the 
Greek alphabet (5)
26 Province of the  
Roman Empire (4)
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CHURCH OFFERING ENVELOPES & GIFT AID

If you want to give regularly to the work and mission of the Fullarton Church 
and would like either envelopes or to set up a Standing Order via a Bank or 
Building Society please contact Sandy Dickson.
If you give to the church and are a UK Taxpayer but have not already signed a 
Gift Aid Declaration then we ask that you please consider doing so. This allows 
the church to claim back £2.50 from HMRC for every £10 that is given via Gift 
Aid.  This is a source of income that we all should take full advantage of for the 
benefit of the church and other charities, and it really does cost nothing. An 
excellent example of good Stewardship! For details please contact the Treasurer.
TREASURER - SANDY DICKSON  
Mob: 07519 638 218   Tel: 01294 273625

MONTHLY FINANCE 
MATTERS

At the end of February, the Offerings for  
2022 were £15,645 or 9.2% MORE than  
those received to the end of February 2021:
Offerings to 28th February, 2022: £ 15,645  
Offerings to 28th February, 2021: £ 14,323

Offerings are, 5.6% below the 2022 budget forecast which reflects  
a move towards resumption of most services and activities. 
The Open Plate offerings have increased as the numbers attending the 
morning service grows and the vast majority of income has been received via 
bank transfer/ standing orders. We are most grateful to everyone concerned 
in continuing to faithfully support the ministry and work of Fullarton via their 
offerings and donations.
An Electrical Inspection of the Church Complex and the Fullarton Centre has 
been carried out. This has highlighted repair and remedial work required in both 
facilities which will be prioritised and commissioned over the next few months. The 
cost could range from £1,000 to £2,000. Donations towards St Lukes Hopspital 
significantly reduced in February due to Lis and Shubro resigning from their 
respective roles and considering future avenues for service.
Details of the various miscellaneous donations gratefully received between 
January and mid March 2022 (excluding those for the Major Buildings Fund or 
ConneXions Café) are shown below:

 � CAP Debt Centre: £1,455.00
 � Tonga Appeal: £53.15
 � Flower Fund: £5.00

 � Leprosy Mission: £111.44
 � L.M. Scripture Union: £75.00
 � St. Luke’s Hospital,  

Hiranpur: £1,359.00

THE FINANCE TEAM

PLEASE NOTE
The deadline for a copy of  
the next issue of Contact  

(JUNE 2022) is: 
SUNDAY 22ND MAY

Email articles to secretary@
fullartonchurch.co.uk by that 

date, or in the Secretary’s 
Pigeon hole in the Church 

vestibule. Please adhere to the 
deadline date. Thank you.

To comply with the General 
Data Protection Regulations, we 
MUST keep the information we 
hold up to date. Any changes to 
your information we hold on you, 
please contact the Roll Keeper, 
Babs Dawson. This Contacts page 
will be put in as an extra twice a 
year on JUNE and DECEMBER.
DUTY ROTAS will temporarily 
be sent monthly. The Magazine 
will be sent out Feb, April, June, 
Sept, Nov, and Dec, giving 6 
editions.
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