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FROM THE MANSE . . . 
"Together, to share the love of Jesus and make disciples through pray-

er, worship, learning and example,  
reaching out to our community and beyond, with a  

vision for the future." 
Fullarton Parish Church Manse, 48 Waterside Irvine.  

 
“Ya Beauty!”  
Dear Friends, 
Is beauty simply ‘in the eye of the behold-
er’? Surely, it’s so much more!? Beauty 
can be enjoyed, experienced, and  
explored through taste, touch, smell,  
hearing and the 6th sense of spiritual ‘soul
-sight’? Yet, is beauty always subjective, 
dependent upon the person engaged by 
beauty? In the art world artistic creativity 
can provoke opposing views, gorgeous to 
one and thoroughly ugly to another.  
  
Other words used to describe ‘beauty’ are: admirable, adorable, alluring, 
angelic, appealing, bewitching, captivating, charming, classy, comely, 
cute, dazzling, delicate, delightful, elegant, enthralling, enticing,  
excellent, exquisite, fair, fascinating, fetching, fine, gorgeous, graceful, 
grand, handsome, ideal, inviting, divine.  
  
But beauty can be hard to put into words. It can challenge our  
convictions and behaviour. If allowed, beauty takes us on a journey into 
the unknown, draws us deeper into the mystery of our existence, brings 
us to the edge of God’s Glory, intrigues, and interests us in the          
possibility of beautiful intimacy with God. Take the cherry blossom of  
recent weeks, radiant on branch and blown like confetti. Kerr Drive, 
Symington Kirkyard, and fondly remembered late headmaster Joe 
McMaster’s memorial tree at Loudoun Montgomery Primary School, 
have been resplendent in bloom.  
  
Beauty can stop us in our tracks, like King David arrested by the inner & 
outer beauty of Abigail on her knees to divert David’s anger and intention 
to murder her foolish husband Nabal. And in the Eastern Orthodox 
Church (Oh that President Putin might take heed) the use of icons and 
beauty encourages us to discipline ourselves in using beauty as a  
window through which to recognise and worship God in God’s mystery 
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and majesty. Such a holy 
habit honours beauty as a 
witness to God & call to 
prayer, pointing beyond our 
senses to a more profound 
intimacy with God. 
  
However, such is the power 
of beauty, it can easily  
become an end-in-itself, an 
idol worshipped. Many  
gather at the opening to  
Irvine Harbour, and other viewpoints around the world, to witness  
glorious sunsets. The WoW factor is sure, but praise can simply go to 
the sunset itself and act as a mirror to confirm one’s self, rather than 
draw us in wonder to glimpse the glory of The Creator and Heavenly 
Parent Who has proved His Love for Us through the death, and  
Son-rise, of Jesus Christ. Beauty falls short of God’s Gleam & Glory.  
  
John 1:14 in The Message Bible puts it like this, “The Word became 
flesh and blood, and moved into the neighbourhood. We saw the glory 
with our own eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like Son,  
Generous inside and out, true from start to finish.” All beauty can draw 
us to wonder and engage with God through Jesus, and reflect such 

beauty.  
  
I love the story of a young 
woman on the subway     
responding to the           
hate-spitting preacher who  
entered her full carriage to 
tell all they were going to 
hell. She had  wrestled for 
long with her esteem and 
identity, but knew she had 
to do    something, so she 
started singing, “Row, row, 

row the boat, gently down the stream, merrily, merrily, merrily, merrily, 
life is but a dream.” Soon the whole rush-hour packed carriage was 
singing it, continuing in rounds long after the preacher had cut his loss-
es and exited the train. BEAUTIFUL!  
 

Your friend & fellow-minister, Neil 
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The numerous notices in public-access 
spaces advising visitors to ‘wear face 
masks’, ‘maintain social distancing’, and 
‘apply hand sanitiser’ to stop the spread of 
Coronavirus are now seemingly all that 
visibly remains from the great global    
pandemic of 2020, through which we have 
all lived. These signs bring to mind of the 
historic public warning notices adorning 
walls of the abandoned Cold War era 
buildings and factories that punctuate the 
landscape in these parts, or the second 
world war propaganda hanging on the 
walls of museums; the relics of previous 
historic events that have left their indelible 
marks on society.  

Visible signs of pandemic may be receding, but the emotional and       
societal scars are as present as ever. In my last report I mentioned the 
trauma-informed work that we at Fullarton ConneXions are engaged in 
and how this is being used as a practical and pastoral response not only 
to the trauma of the pandemic, lockdowns and increased social isolation 
but also the backdrop of war, poverty and the cost of living and mental 
health crises against which all of this is set. Recovery from trauma can, 
for many, feel like a slow and tortuous process and one that is not easily 
embarked upon, let alone completed. Nor is healing a one-time event but 
an ongoing, lifelong process of unravelling the knots of trauma formed by 
life events, and can only be achieved with the help and support of others. 

 For this reason, and more besides, we are excited to have set up       
REWIRE, a trauma-informed workshop that seeks to help individuals 
take ownership of their own healing by working with others in community, 
learning about the science of trauma, how it affects us physically,      
emotionally and spiritually, and what practical steps we can take to help 
bring about recovery and create a framework of healing and freedom by 
which to move forward. This series of workshops is beginning on Friday 
10th June as a pilot scheme before being rolled out further in the autumn. 
If you are interested in taking part in this pilot, spaces are limited but 
there is still (at the time of writing) some availability and spaces are free.  
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Please contact Claire Young (claire@claireyoungphysio.co.uk) for 
more information, or to book a space. 
 
Alongside REWIRE we have also been training our staff in trauma-
informed practice and attempting to walk the walk by applying the 
learning. Our latest staff wellbeing day in May saw us linking up with 
the North Ayrshire Wellbeing and Recovery College and its subsidiary, 
Drum4UrLife to provide a Drumming for Mental Health workshop,    
coupled with some teaching on trauma and individual holistic therapies 
provided by Elaine Withers from Holistica.  

On 12th May we took part in the Scottish Mental Health Arts and Film 
Festival (2-24 May) by showing two films at ConneXions, the first one 
being Resilience, a documentary film focussed on the role of Adverse 
Childhood Experiences and the science of trauma. This was followed 
by a screening of the Greatest Showman (Singalong version) in the 
evening, which was intended as a fun and light-hearted occasion with 
prizes awarded for best fancy dress. Both events were well attended 
and positively received, bringing together numerous and diverse    
members of the community. 
A number of groups are using our buildings again and ConneXions is 
seemingly as busy as ever. The growth of wellbeing-focused activities 
has brought the Umbrella Holistic Approach to connections with their 
Tea Room Sessions every 
Wednesday morning. This is a free 
herbal tea workshop  specifically 
for those affected by social         
isolation, anxiety, stress and poor 
mental health and  provides a safe 
and friendly space in which to be 
heard as well as offering some 
practical advice on how to maintain 
good mental health (aided by     
various types of tea). 

Space for Change are another local 
organisation focussed on helping 
individuals struggling with mental 
health and have been using       
ConneXions recently to provide 
space for counselling for their      
clients 
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Meanwhile, we continue to operate as a safe place for all who come in, 
welcoming all and turning away no-one. Be it new parents finding  
friendship and common interests at the Wednesday toddler group, young 
adults volunteering on the cleaning team every Monday to boost their  
self-esteem and break the monotony of social isolation, local residents 
attending Grub and Gospel on a Friday night for a free meal, people with 
debt and other financial troubles being assisted by CAP, young people 
with additional support needs attending Johnny Caddell’s numerous 
weekly discos or the band of committed, mostly retired people who turn in 
week-in, week-out to sift, sort and pack items for Blythswood Care and 
who testify to finding such an outlet vital as a way of staying in touch with 
their community, contributing to something bigger than themselves and 
making a difference in the lives of others, all are finding in ConneXions 
the key ingredients for developing good mental and emotional health. 
As long as ConneXions exists, all people will continue to discover here 
safety, welcome, hospitality, friendship, care, commonality and a listening 
ear.  
 
ASHLEY VAUGHAN                                                                           
Coordinator@fullartonconnexions.co.uk 

01294 273741 
 

PASTORAL CARE TEAM 
 
We as a team entirely depend on you, the members, telling us 
when   members of your family and friends are ill, or in hospital, or 
even when they would like a visit. 
This is a list of the team members and we ask you to please  

Kate Gibson (Team Leader): 
01294 276148 
 
Jean Wyllie (Secretary):  
01294 274345 
 
Sandra Deeprose: 01292 315169 
 
Margaret Elliott: 214433 
 
May Elliot: 01294 464352 

Janet Kennedy: 01294 275574 
 
Ann Wood: 01294 279546 
 
Christine O’May: 01294 215960 
 
David Clark – 01505 684271 
 
Aileen  Roy : 07563785364 
 
James Miller: 07471221031 

mailto:claire@claireyoungphysio.co.uk
mailto:Coordinatoer@fullartonconnexions.co.uk


 

www.fullartonconnexions.co.uk 
Page 6 

   

PASTORAL CARE TEAM 
 
Now that most of the COVID rules 
have been lifted, it has been  
encouraging to see many of you back 
worshipping at Sunday Services.  
 
Masks no longer have to be worn, but 
if you feel safer wearing your mask, 
then you can. Our team have been 
able to finally catch up with some of 
our Fullarton Family in person, and 
been able to carry out some home visits again. It’s so nice to be 
able to visit folk in the comfort and safety of their homes. We 
continue to remember all those who still don’t feel ready to come 
back to Sunday worship and pray that you will feel able to join us 
again soon. 
 
I can’t stress enough how important it is for you, the Fullarton 
Family, to keep our team informed if members of your family or 
friends are ill, or perhaps, someone whom you notice hasn’t 
been at church for a few weeks, would like to receive a phone 
call, a church card (Thinking of You, Bereavement or Birthday) or 
in need of prayer support.  
Please contact Kate Gibson (Team Leader – 01294 276148) or 
any member of the Pastoral Care Team. 
 
Sincere thanks to fellow elders, contact distributors and Fullarton 
friends, who are keeping in touch with the Fullarton Family at this 
time, whether it’s by phone or when they deliver the Contact. 
This continues to be a great support to the PC Team. 
 
Love and Blessings, 
KATE GIBSON (Pastoral Care Team Leader) 

1 John4: 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out 
fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears 
is not made perfect in love.  
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FUNERALS 
“I am the resurrection and the life.....” 

 
29th February: Allan Alexander 
         James Horan 
  * Denotes Member or Adherent 
 

  

THANK YOU  
 
"I would like to thank the Fullarton 
Friends and Family for all the cards, 
phone calls and beautiful plant I  
received after the passing of  
Andrew. Your kindness was much  
appreciated.”  
Betty Martin  
 
I would like to thank the Fullarton  
family for the lovely Easter card I     
received it was much appreciated.  
George Hay 

 
A great big thank you to the whole 
church family for the beautiful cards, 
gifts and kind wishes received on the 
occasion of my 90

th
 birthday.  

A special thanks for the lovely rose 
plant. It has now been planted in my 
garden where I hope it will thrive and 
grow. Another special thanks to the 
 ladies of the quilting class, for the 
beautiful cake, cards and gifts. I feel so 
undeserving of all the love and  
kindness shown but assure everyone 
everything was very much appreciated.  
Love to all in Jesus Name 
Margaret Wilson 
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BIRTHDAYS 
 

Warmest Congratulations and Best Wishes to: 
 

 Miss Margaret Wilson who was 90 

 Mrs Margaret McGrotty who was 91 

 Mr Douglas and Mrs Margaret Ferguson who were both 93 

 Mr Charles Kilpatrick who was 92 

 

‘How I See Myself!’ 
 

I am thoughtful and kind hearted, 
I wonder if I'm good enough, 

I hear my mother's voice criticising all I do, I see hard 
times ahead, due to a fractured family, I want to enjoy 
life and be happy, I am thoughtful and kind hearted. 

 
I pretend that I'm happy, 
I feel a burden to other, 

I touch people's hearts with the story of my journey,         
I worry about being alone, I cry at injustice and needless 

war, I am thoughtful and kind hearted.  
 

I understand people who are suffering and are in pain,   
I say that GOD is with me, I dream of being in a  

relationship again, I try to help others everyday, I hope 
to continue to inspire others, I am thoughtful and kind 

 hearted.  
 

One of our Fullarton  family 
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We fondly remember two of our dedicated elders, 
who recently passed into glory:  

Andrew Martin (25/2/22), aged 85, and  
Catherine Rennie (7/3/22), aged 79. 

 
Andrew Martin (Andy to some), Son 
of a Baptist minister and accountant, 
was born in Ilford, Essex, & brought up 
in Giffnock & Ardrossan. He grew up 
full of fun & mischief and at a Youth 
Fellowship dance met beloved Betty. 
Married for 60+ years they shared the 
pride of children in David, Stuart, Paul, 
Ann & Jane (learning they were twins 2 
days before birth!) and 9 grandchildren. 
Andy was latterly involved at Erskine, 
North Parish, & Fullarton churches, 
serving with Fullarton’s kirk session, stewardship & finance      
committee, and annual shoebox appeal. He was faithful at Sunday 
morning worship and followed it on stream when unable to attend 
in person, thriving in God’s Praise.  
 
Interests in included flyfishing, bowling, pet dogs, gardening,  
curling, travel, munro-bagging, Jazz, Dance, Greek & Scottish  
music, historical novels, fiction, National geographic & Scots  
magazines, his bathroom the library where he found peace to read. 
He collected fossils, seriously proud of his 20,000 year old hand 
axe; devoured vindaloos, moussaka & smelly cheeses, had a 
sweet tooth and made some potent homemade wine.  
 
Full of fun Andrew was always first to start a water or snowball fight 
and embarrassed his weans with Greek music blaring out on 
school pick-up runs. His not caring what others thought meant for 
interesting clothes’ colour clashes, refusing to be bridled by Betty’s 
suggestions. Andy was a passionate SNP supporter and almost 
burst a blood vessel shouting at the telly when Scotland played 
rugby. Andrew was aye full of banter, got straight to his point, often 
said, “It’s nice to be nice”, and adored his Betty and family.  
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He was up a ladder decorating when Mr Thomson visited to tell 
him he was to become an elder and he went on to be fervent & 
faithful in further sharing the Good News, promoting his church 
and pointing to Jesus, his Saviour.  
 
In between, and after lockdowns, when allowed back into our 
 Connexions’ sanctuary, Andrew & Betty were among the first to 
return in-person, to faithfully worship with God’s People!  
 
 
Catherine Rennie was brought up in 
Harbour Street & Bruce Terrace, and in 
early days schooled in our Fullarton Hall, 
before moving on to Loudoun  
Montgomery and Irvine Royal. At “The 
Dancing” Mike was smitten with the girl in 
a green dress to match her green eyes. 
Married in 1969, Catherine found herself 
living back down in Harbour Street before 
finding their “Forever Home” in  
Milgarholm Avenue, celebrating their 
Golden Wedding in 2019.  
 
Mike and Catherine were blessed with close family in many    
nephews, nieces & cousins. She grew up in the faith and Fullarton 
Church Family from early age, taught in Sunday School, delivered 
service Flowers, and served in the original Fullarton Centre Café, 
organising team Rotas. She found her true calling – “The Guild”, 
becoming Treasurer, Vice President & President, not to mention 
Fund-raiser extraordinaire. Catherine became an Elder, and 
served as Fullarton’s Presbytery Elder, and the Guild Presbyterial 
Council as Treasurer.  Mike eventually talked her into joining him 
on the Finance Team, a cunning plan to ensure he saw a little 
more of his wife! 
Catherine loved the hustle and bustle of working in Car Sales & 
Hire, one highlight dealing with Fergus McCann, “the Man who 
saved Celtic Football Club”. Later she served at Cowans Baby 
Nursery Shops, managing Irvine Cross, and the main shop in 
Troon. Catherine & Mike enjoyed travelling, especially all over the 
USA.   
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She enjoyed gardening, dining out, cooking, and baking.  
Viewing tennis on TV she was passionate about Roger Federer 
progressing, such that, if Andy Murray played Federer, the  
Rennie household was segregated into two rival camps!  
 
Catherine demonstrated her faith, hope & love through actions, 
help, leadership, and good humour. When things went wrong, 
she’d say, “It will be fine” and got on with problem solving.  
When things didn’t look good, “It is what it is” was her mantra 
before trying to better things. A people person, she was a great 
confidante & friend to many. A strong, caring, discreet and  
dependable woman Catherine often went the extra mile without 
thought. A great organiser she adapted to computer use late in 
life and embraced it to help organise the Guild, etc, Mike her  
go-to tech-guru.  
 
Catherine had great style, friends able to borrow ‘just the right 
hat’ for special occasions from her collection. It will be a tribute 
to her memory that many were touched by her in some way or 
another, and our lives were all the better for her love, strength, 
and friendship.  
 
Prayer: Dear God, we pray your continuing comfort for   
Betty, Mike, family & friends, and all who grieve and mourn   
today! We thank you for Andrew and Catherine, these   
fondly remembered, colourful characters and faithful    
servant-hearted elders, our beloved brother & sister in 
Christ. You knew Andrew & Catherine with all their 
strengths and  weaknesses. Help us to let them go into your 
hands, inspired, and encouraged by their bright witness to 
Your Saving Love and Purpose. And to You be all the     
honour, glory, and praise. Amen!  
 

But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and 
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Ukraine Emergency Appeal  

 Update 7 
 
 
Here is a recent update from a Blythswood Care 
partner in Moldova, Brother Vlad Pogor, who is 

closely involved with settling Ukrainian refugees fleeing the war. 
  
“This family has run from war in Ukraine. Mrs. Zina is the mother of 
10 orphaned kids that she adopted from an orphanage. Every week 
my wife and I visit them to have a beautiful time of fellowship, prayer 
and Word. We make sure that they have enough food and things that 
they need to live. Thank you very much to all who have contributed to 
Blythswood and for the money that was sent. 
  
We have received £1,457 and with the money donated we were able 
to buy a gas range for cooking, a fridge for this family and food for the 
refugees. It was an answer to prayer for us, because this big family 
had nowhere to cook.  
We also helped and supported Ukrainian refugees who came to stay 
at our house. 
 
We visit about 30 families  
monthly, bring them the help they 
need and God opens their hearts 

 

 
Thank you for  
everything!!  
 Blessings! 
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FULLARTON GUILD 
  
The Annual General Meeting was held on 
21st March 2022. Prior to the 
 business Sheila McQuaker read out a 
 beautiful tribute to Catherine Rennie written 
by Rae Lind.  
We then had an enjoyable time playing Lucky Numbers led by 
Chrissie Black.  Members then went into groups and discussed 
what type of meetings we would like to have in future and some 
good ideas were put forward. This meeting closed the 2021/22 
session. 
 
 

In the day when I cried out, You        
answered me, and made me bold with 

strength in my soul. Psalm 138:3(NKJV) 

Easter Sunday  
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CHURCH OF SCOTLAND  

DAILY PRAYER  
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JUNE 
 
 Sunday 12th 10.30am  Morning  Service: Rev Tom Cant. 
     David 14: Religion  
     David and Uzzah. 
   6.30pm Evening Service  
     Praise  Night 
Sunday 19th 10.30am Morning Service: Rev Jill Clancy 
     David 15:Sovereign 
     David and Nathan. 
   6.30pm Evening Service. 
     Healing Service.  
Sunday 26th 10.30am Morning Service: Communion 
     David 16:Love 
     David and Mephibosheth.  
    6.30pm Evening Service 
     Guest Speaker. 
 
JULY 
   
Sunday 3rd 10.30am Morning Service 
     David 17: Sin 
     David and Bathsheba 
   6.30pm Evening Service 
     Prayer Service  
Sunday 10th  10.30am Morning Service 
     David 18:Suffering 
     David and Absalom                                  
   6.30pm Evening Service 
     Praise Service   
Sunday 17th  10.30am Morning Service  
     David 19:Theology 
     David  and God 
   6.30pm  Evening Service 
     Healing Service  

Forthcoming Services     
June –September 2022 

 
All are welcome, whether it’s online or in person!  
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Sunday 24th  10.30am Morning Service 
     David 20: Death 
     David and Abishag 
   6.30pm  Evening Service 
     Guest Speakers  
Sunday 31st 10.30am Morning Service 
     Summer Suns 1    
   6.30pm Evening Service  
     Café Church  
 
AUGUST  
 
Sunday 7th 10.30am Morning Service 
     Summer Suns 2 

   6.30pm Evening Service 
     Prayer Night 

Sunday 14th 10.30am Morning Service 
     Communion 
   6.30pm Evening Service 
     Praise Night 
Sunday 21st  10.30am Morning Service :Rev Tom Cant 
       6.30pm Evening Service 
     Healing Service  
Sunday 28th 10.30am Morning Service: Rev Tom Cant  
   6.30pm  Evening Service 
     Guest Speaker     
    
SEPTEMBER 
 
Sunday 4th 10.30am Morning Service: Ashley Vaughan 
   6.30pm Evening Service 
     Prayer Service            
Sunday 11th 10.30am Morning Service: Rev. Gordon Reid   
      6.30pm Evening Service 
     Praise Night 
 

Using “Leap over the Wall” by Eugene Peterson, 
book and study guide 
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HELPFUL CHURCH RESOURCES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us in person  (& Facebook on the Fullarton ConneXions  
Facebook (Page) for our services: 

 
Sunday Morning Services  
10:30am Live Service 
 
Sunday Evening Services  
6:30pm Live -Service 
 
Worship Wednesdays 
Worship Wednesdays previous services with our worship leaders can 
be viewed on our Facebook page. 
 
60 Second Sermons from Neil 
You can also catch Rev Neil’s daily 60 Second Sermons on the same 
Fb page, from 9am Mon’ – Sat’, on instagram @fullartonconnexions 
and on Neil’s Twitter @NU4Yoo feed. 
 
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES 
For now, we will get together (via  Zoom) to pray 3 times per week. 
Invitations will be sent out to those on the emailing list by the host for 
the week. All are welcome, and if you are not on an emailing list, 
please contact one of the hosts. 
   Wednesday 7:00am prayer 
   breakfast – regular host Neil Urquhart. 
   Saturday 9:15am 
  regular host Sheena Kinmond. 
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CAFÉ SOLACE 
Tuesday evening from  

5pm - 7.30pm,  
where you can get a 3 
course dinner for less 

than £2.  
Unbeatable value - and 
great company 
 
      Come and Join Us ! 

 
 
 

 
  
 

On Tuesdays  and  
Thursdays  
10am - 2pm  

 
SATURDAY CAFÉ 

from 10am -2pm on the 
last Saturday of the 

month 
 

 Come along and bring your 
family and friends for coffee 
and cake, or lunches and a 

wee play in the soft 
play! You should be able to 
get a parking space and a 

table no bother!? 
company. 

CONNEXIONS 
COMMUNITY CAFÉ 
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IRVINE  

AND THREE TOWNS  
CAP  DEBT CENTRE  

UPDATE 

JAMES 2 V 17  "Faith by itself , if it is not accompanied by action , is 
dead"  
• In April  2022  the UK inflation rate was at 9% with The Bank of 

England predicting it could rise to 10%. We can all see the  
• prices rise when we shop. 
• In a recent article in The Herald a leading fund manager  
• predicted that in the UK we could be facing a period of social 

instability. This is because price rises of 10% have a very      
serious impact on the poorest in our society.   

 CAP provides us with a massive opportunity to face a crisis that  
 we have not seen in a generation and show the power of God"s 
 love in action.  
 
Here are some of the things your local team have been involved with 
• Befriending training session was held enabling us to add new 

people to this team. 
• Sheena has qualified to deliver the acclaimed CAP Money 

course. This allows us to teach money skills to Primary 5 & 6 
pupils as well as S1 & S2  as well as adults. 

• Contact is starting to be made with some of the schools about 
CAP Money.  To date St Lukes & Blacklands have invited us in 
for the beginning of the new term. 

• We have attended various Mental Health events and Mens 
Health events to increase awareness. 

• Pop Banners ordered and being placed into other Churches in 
the area. 

• Visits being made to Irvine Job centre to develop relationships. 
• CAP team due to participate in Church services at Mure Church 

and Abbey Church. 
• Prayer team numbers are increasing. 
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17% went without meals due to debt 
35% attempted suicide as a way out of debt 
 
Poverty is hidden but we know that in our town people are suffering. 
We exist to give people a hand up and hope again. If you feel that you 
would like to be involved in this ministry then please get in touch. 
 
Finally if you are worried about your finances do not keep it to  
yourself.  A call to our freephone number 0800 328 0006 will enable 
you to have a confidential chat and find hope. Let us help you. 
 

 
Alexander Dickson - Debt Centre Manager  
M 07474 295446   
alexanderdickson@capuk.org   
Sheena Kinmond   M 07803429332    
sheenakinmond@capuk.org      
Alan McLaren   M 07711 645804             
alanmclaren@capuk.org    
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MONTHLY FINANCE 
 MATTERS 

 
 
 

At the end of April, the Offerings for 2022 were £31,619, almost the exact 
same as those received to the end of April 2021: 
 

 
 
 
 

Offerings are 4.6% below the 2022 budget forecast which reflects a 
move towards resumption of most services and activities.   
 
The Open Plate offerings have been pretty steady between £50 and £70 
each week. The vast majority of income has been received via bank 
transfer/ standing orders. We are most grateful to everyone concerned in 
continuing to faithfully support the ministry and work of Fullarton via their 
offerings and donations. 
 
Expenditure between April and mid May is in line with expectations.  
 
Following the Electrical Inspection, the upgrade & repair work has been 
carried out at a cost of £1,828 for the Church Complex and £1,295 for 
the Fullarton Centre.  
 
Details of the various miscellaneous donations gratefully received       
between April and mid May 2022 (excluding those for the                   
Major  Buildings Fund or ConneXions Café) are shown below: 

Offerings to 30th April, 2022 £ 31,619 

Offerings to 30th April, 2021 £ 31,612 
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Purpose   Amount 

CAP Debt Centre (Incl Gift Aid Refund) £ 9,874.25 

Ludhiana £ 38.00 

Flower Fund £ 15.00 

Leprosy Mission £ 34.32 

Christian Aid (Retiring Offering) £ 36.70 

St Luke’s Hospital, Hiranpur (Incl Gift Aid Refund) £ 3,289.50 

mailto:alexanderdickson@capuk.org
mailto:sheenakinmond@capuk.org
mailto:alanmclaren@capuk.org
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Legacy: An extremely generous legacy of £110,488.87 was received 
from the estate of the late Mrs Jane B Pollock (Kilwinning). 
 
Gift Aid Refund:  The half yearly Gift Aid Claims up to 31st March 
2022 were submitted and paid by HMRC in April totalling £17,975.93 
with the breakdown being as follows: Main Claim: £10,695.34,  Misc 
Claim: £6,280.59,  GASD(Small Donations): £1000. Thanks again to 
Mike for his efficient management of this valuable revenue stream. 
 
If you want to give regularly to the work and mission of the Fullarton 
Church and would like either envelopes or to set up a Standing Order 
via a Bank or Building Society please contact Sandy Dickson. If you are 
a UK Taxpayer but have not already signed a Gift Aid Declaration then 
we ask that you please consider doing so. 
 
Many Thanks! 
 
TREASURER– SANDY DICKSON 
Mob: 07519 638 218   Tel: 01294 273625 

Your Word 
 
Your Word, O Lord 
Is wisdom and truth 
And we need to know 
this 
When in our youth 
 
To have it embedded 
Deep in our hearts 
To never give it up 
And never let it part 
 
We need to know 
The truth there in 
That will lead us to life 
And free us from sin 
 
Your Word, O Lord 
Is faithful and just 
And in your Word 
We must put our trust 
 
© By M.S.Lowndes 
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Dear Friends, 
Do you have an hour or two to 
spare each month? Then you are 
just the person we are looking for 
at Crossing Together! Crossing 
Together is a fresh expression of 
church working out of the 
Bourtreehill Relief Mission Halls 
reaching out to the local  
community and beyond in Irvine. 
 
Picture a church that is available 
more often than one hour on a 
Sunday morning. We know this can be a difficult time for people to 
get to church, whether due to work or family commitments. Our    
vision for Crossing Together is  different activities at different times 
that bring people of all ages together, building community and      
encouraging one another in faith. 
 
We have already begun some  regular weekly activities, such as our 
Tea and Toast Drop-In on a Monday morning and Walk and Talk 
Together Group on Wednesday mornings.  We are setting up some 
new activities, such as a regular ‘New to Me’ clothing swap, and a 
monthly local history group for us to learn together. We also run   
occasional activities/events where we invite all in the community to 

join us, and these are a great              
opportunity to share the good news 
about Jesus through fun and         
dynamic ways. 
 
But that is only a starter, we have so 
many ideas of how we can expand 
this mission to improve lives across 
all generations in Irvine and beyond. 

Of course, all this doesn’t happen by 
magic, it takes resources, both     
financial and human - you can be 
part of this mission. There are so 
many practical things to be done, but 
with many hands, the load on      
everyone is light.    
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 Could you come along and help 
with making tea and toast on    
Monday mornings? Would you 
like a brief walk on a Wednesday  
morning, giving someone a bit of 
companionship and a listening 
ear?  Or are interested in helping 
other people explore our local   
environment and history? With 
enough people willing to give 1-2 
hours a month, we can achieve so 
much in Jesus’ name for others. 
Please give it some thought we 
cannot engage, encourage and  
enable others to start their faith 
journey with you!   
 
 

Remember if you are not current-
ly able to assist in person, but 
your spirit is strong, then you can 
do the most important of all 
things to help us, you can pray!   
 
Thank you for reading/listening.  
If you want to register to           
volunteer or have any questions, 
please email Alison Muir at  

alison.muir 
@churchofscotland.org.uk  
or call 07562634385. 
 

Blessings, 
Alison Muir                      
Crossing Together 
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Two Church of Scotland  
ministers have been  

appointed as chaplains to Her 
Majesty the Queen. 

 
Published on 9 May 2022 

Rev Dr Marjory MacLean and Rev Dr 
Grant Barclay will formally join her Majesty's Household as Chaplains-in-
Ordinary. 
 
Rev Dr Grant Barclay and Rev Dr Marjory MacLean will formally join her 
Majesty's Household as Chaplains-in-Ordinary. 
 
 They said it was an "honour" and a "privilege" to be appointed to the 
prestigious role which dates back to the 15th century.  It is today largely 
a ceremonial honour with members of the Chapel Royal taking part in 
formal state occasions and conducting services at significant national 
events.   
 Dr Barclay, interim Clerk to the Presbytery of Glasgow, said: "I am    
honoured to be invited to serve as Chaplain to the Queen in Scotland 
and am humbled to stand in a tradition of Christian service to the      
monarch which has continued for nearly 600 years. 
 "I consider it a privilege to be able to offer Christian ministry to the 
Queen and Royal Household. “Ordained as an elder in his home church 
in Armadale in his early twenties, Dr Barclay was minister of St  
Kentigern's Church, Kilmarnock and then Orchardhill Parish Church in 
Giffnock in East Renfrewshire.He was the Moderator of Irvine and  
Kilmarnock Presbytery in 2010, convened the Council of Assembly from 
2012 until 2016 and is currently the convener of the General Assembly's 
Legal Questions Committee. 

As well as holding  
degrees in law and  
divinity, Dr Barclay's  
research explored  
digital multimedia and 
Christian Education.  
Married to Karen with 
whom he has three adult 
children, Katie, Andrew 
and Kirsten, he lives in 
Ayrshire and enjoys      
exploring the area as he is 
a keen walker. 

 

mailto:alison.muir@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:alison.muir@churchofscotland.org.uk
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Dr MacLean, minister at South Ronaldsay and Burray Parish Church in 
Orkney, is currently one of Lord Wallace's chaplains during his year as 
Moderator of the General Assembly. She is also the convener of the 
Church's Committee on Chaplains to Her Majesty's Forces.Dr MacLean 
said: "The service of our national life by the national Church has always 
been important to me."So to be asked to join the Chapel Royal is not only 
an honour but an opportunity to be useful in a new way. "It is lovely to 
have this small new aspect of ministry alongside my parish role. 
"Dr MacLean moved into her current charge in Orkney in 2020 but is no 
stranger to the islands as she served as a parish minister in Stromness 
previously. Prior to taking up her role in South Ronaldsay and Burray 
Parish Church, Dr MacLean was the minister of Abernyte linked with 
Inchture and Kinnaird linked with Longforgan, known as the Carse 
Churches in Perthshire.Dr MacLean was the Depute Clerk of the General 
Assembly from 1996-2010 and served as the acting Principal Clerk in 
2002, 2003 and 2009.She was also a Royal Naval Reserve Chaplain 
from 2004-17 and was on full-time mobilised service in 2010. 
 
Rev Professor David Fergusson, Dean of the Chapel Royal in Scotland, 
said: "I'm delighted to learn that Her Majesty has appointed Drs Marjory 
MacLean and Grant Barclay to the Chapel Royal in Scotland. Located in 
different parts of the country, Marjory and Grant will bring extensive  
experience of ministry and leadership at local, regional and national  
levels to the work of the Chapel Royal. “Their wisdom and acumen are 
widely recognised throughout the church." 
 
There are 10 chaplains to the Queen in Scotland; each normally retiring 
upon reaching the age of 70.The chaplains, along with a physician, a  
surgeon, an apothecary, a sculptor, an astronomer, an historiographer 
and some others form part of Her Majesty's household. 
 
The Queen is also served by her two domestic Royal Chaplains, the  
ministers of Canongate Kirk in Edinburgh and Crathie Kirk near Balmoral 
Castle. 
 
All chaplains are all personally chosen by the Queen and are people in 
whom she has placed her trust. 
 
The latest appointments were made following the death of Reverend 
George Cowie, who will be replaced by the Reverend Dr Marjory  
Maclean, and the retirement of the Reverend Professor Norman  
Drummond as a Chaplain-in-Ordinary. He will be replaced by Reverend 
Dr Grant Barclay. 
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Please note 
The deadline for copy of the 

next issue of Contact  
SEPTEMBER 2022) is 

 Sunday 21st  AUGUST 
 

e-mail articles to                       
secretary@fullartonchurch.co.uk  

by that date,  
or leave in the Secretary’s  
Pigeon hole in the Church 

vestibule  
 

PLEASE ADHERE TO 
 DEADLINE DATES THANK  

YOU  
“CONTACT” magazine is also    

available on the church web-site   

Boys’ Brigade Awards 

To comply with the General 
Data Protection Regulations, we 
MUST keep the information we 

hold up to date. For any  
changes to your information we 
hold on you, please contact the 

Roll Keeper, 
Babs Dawson.  

 
This Contacts page 

will be put in as an extra twice a 
year on JUNE and  

DECEMBER. 
 

DUTY ROTAS will continue to 
be sent monthly. The Magazine 
will be sent out Feb, April, June, 

Sept, Nov, and Dec, giving 6 
editions. 

 

fullartonconnexions.co.uk 
secretary@fullartonchurch.co.uk • 01294 273741 

Fullarton Parish Church, Church Street, Irvine, KA12 8PE 
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